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The following information is drawn from an interview with Steven Eveld, owner of Raven Hill 
Orchard in East Waterboro, Maine, on August 22, 2007.  We sincerely thank Steven for sharing 
his knowledge, insight, and experiences in organic apple production. 
 
Introduction 
 









Insights 
 
Steven has quickly learned a great deal about producing apples and about doing it organically.  
As an established organic orchard, Raven Hill had the advantage of an existing operation, albeit 
in need of management attention.  As a new grower, “it was my first year so the timing of 
management will be better next year.  I know more about it and that’s the critical thing.”  Steven 
wants to explore more methods as he becomes familiar with managing his orchard.  “It is a pretty 
much a wide open thing.  The people who are out in front or on the fringe are doing things that I 
am not doing here yet.”   
 
Research is needed to substantiate the new and alternative information available to growers.  
“People are out there just doing their own methods and they are not verified.”  It is difficult for 
growers to interpret these practices to determine if they are worth adopting.  “More information 
would be the key.  I think it is valuable to look at [new and alternative methods] even though 
some of them sound kind of bizarre.  We need to get somebody reputable to test them.” This 
should be among the top priorities for research and outreach to help enhance organic apple 
production in New England.   
 
The market for organic apples in New England is “absolutely” going to expand.  “I think it’s 
going to be more and more in demand.  I don’t care where you are.  I think there is going to be 
more demand for organic produce and fruit from everywhere because people just want what they 
consider to be more healthy.”  The ability to demand a premium price for organic apples, 
however, is not expected to last due to an increase in both domestic and overseas producers.  
There is still an advantage to being a local producer as long as consumers “really” support local. 
 
“Well, I have to say that I do believe in organic production.  I do believe in using less poisonous 
stuff and more nonpoisonous stuff.  It think it is good for the environment and it’s good for 
everybody concerned.” 
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