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GROWERS Q&A ISSUE – BASED ON YOUR QUESTIONS! 

 

Here is a collection of inquiries I‟ve received recently. I assume if one grower asked, there are others 

that have the same question. The source of each answer is attributed unless it came from me.    

 

WHEN SHOULD STRAW MULCH BE REMOVED FROM STRAWBERRIES? 

 

Straw should be raked off strawberry plants in early spring. Research has shown that straw should be 

removed soon after snow melts and the danger of severe cold temperatures is past. Usually this is late 

March in New York State. The additional light that the plants receive in early spring is extremely 

beneficial for growth and productivity. Growers concerned about cold temperatures can use a rowcover 

to protect plants after the straw mulch is removed. In Vermont, researchers (Dr. Bertie Boyce, former 

UVM fruit specialist) removed straw in mid-
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http://pss.uvm.edu/pesp/
http://www.vermontagriculture.com/ARMES/Pesticidecontrol.htm
http://www.kellysolutions.com/VT/pesticideindex.htm


http://www.ba.ars.usda.gov/hb66/contents.html
http://www.transplantsystems.com.au/Plug_Trays.html
http://www.blackmoreco.com/plugtrays-bm.html
http://www.unit-conversion.info/volume.html
http://www.botanical.com/botanical/cvsoilix.html

