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What if a farmer had real-time information about soil moisture
conditions? Would a farmer have safe places to graze after rain
events; could that help minimize compaction and maximize
pasture production?

Methods: We developed a proof-of-concept study using soil moistu

was within a compaction danger zone. The collaborating farm is a 6

uses management intensive grazing techniques. The demonstration &

heavy clay soil typical of the Champlain Valley, which stays wet lof& - ) —
crack and swell. S — Transceiver
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Setting Up the Sensors: Utilizing sensors designed for irrigation sc!smt L azached to
sensors along a fence row within the study field. Up to four sensors [z sed h ek  EAGE
Transceivers send real-time data to a receiver installed in a nearby bis AL O A
online application allows the user to view, graph and export data froggs
an 80-acre pasture, we installed sensors in field sections in late May)|
and 2016. Field sections were defined by similar landscape position
type. Each section was further divided by the farmer into paddocks ¢

Sensor being placed in the ground







