THE BULLETIN OF

Volume 7, Number 2 Spring 2003

THE FIRST TEN YEARS

David Scrase
The University of Vermont

HiLBerRG RECEIVES GESCHWISTER
ScHoLL Prize

y  Raul Hilberg, Professor Emeritus of Political Science

This year the Center for Holocaust Studies at the Univerli
oll

of Vermont celebrates ten years of activity and growth. It har
seems possible that a decade has passed since Howard Ball

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, energetically suppor

by his Associate Dean James Lubker, formed a committee to

yat the University of Vermont, received the Geschwister Scf
theze in Munich, Germany on 2 December 2002. The pri
ednded by the Association of Bavarian Publishers and
esity of Munich, is named for Hans and Sophie Scholl, 3

ze,
the
b-

tablish Holocaust Studies as a “center,” an academic entity thdings and students who were executed by the Gestapo in({1943
crosses college boundaries and includes faculty from varipubecause of their anti-Nazi activities. The Geschwister Sgholl
schools and colleges. Prize is awarded to those whose books exhibit “spiritual |in-
From the very beginning the faculty committee charged withdependence and civic freedom” as well as “moral, intellec-
establishing a structure and a mission felt strongly that the Ceftémal, and aesthetic courag&ages-AnzeigeZurich).
should direct its energies to the widest possible audience. Ac-
cordingly, the committee formed a board of outside advisors ¢
posed of members of the community, faculty members, and alumni Part of the Hilberg legacy, and one of the most important
to oversee our activities. The Center’s mission emphasizes bmtnts on campus, is the annual Raul Hilberg Lecture, which takes
campus activities and events directed to the community at langiace in the fall. Holocaust Studies initially made its mark and
At first we attempted to derive an audience mainly from the gredmmed an identity beyond the classroom through this lecture—
Burlington area, but our audience has expanded over the yahesfirst scholar to deliver it was Professor Christopher Brown-
Our publications have been sent throughout the U.S., Canandg, in March 1993, and other internationally known figures such
and even as far as Europe and Australia. as Saul Friedlander, Yaffa Eliach, and lan Kershaw have followed.
None of this would have happened were it not for the pres- Very rapidly other events developed. Robert Bernheim, a
ence on campus for over thirty years of, above all, Professtmlocaust historian and former teacher from the area, initiated a
Emeritus Raul Hilberg in the Department of Political Science. stummer seminar on teaching the Holocaust, offered through the
addition to his own Holocaust-related courses, Hilberg also tea@ollege of Education and Social Services. Robert has continued
taught a course on the Holocaust with Professor Sam Bogoratbafirganize this seminar over the years, and the tenth is being
the Department of English from 1977 until Bogorad's retiremeoffered this summer. The seminar aims to provide school teach-
in 1985. When Professor Hilberg retired, a faculty position in tkes with information about the Holocaust and how classes on this
Department of History was established for a Holocaust historignbject might be structured. Since, until very recently, only one
Professor Doris Bergen was the first to hold this position. Fplercent of all teachers of the Holocaust had ever taken such a
lowing her departure, Professor Jonathan Huener joined uganrse, the seminar fulfills a vital pedagogical function. Under-
1996. He teaches courses on the Holocaust, German history,gzaduate students have also been overwhelmingly positive in their
Polish history, and specializes in the history of the Auschwitz canggponse to the comprehensive introduction offered by this course

and memorial site. (Continued on the next page)







Clockwise from top leftUniversity of Vermont President Tho-
mas P. Salmon; Provost Robert Lowe; Robert Rachlin, Chair of
the Holocaust Studies Advisory Board; and Professor Carroll
Lewin of the Faculty Steering Committee at the dedication of our
first office space in Living and Learning. Yaffa Eliach, 1994
Hilberg Lecturer. Robert Bernheim at the Summer Seminar. Doris
Bergen introduces the 1996 Hilberg Lecturer. Saul Friedlander,
1995 Hilberg Lecturer, speaks as the 1997 Visiting Hilberg
Scholar.



Clockwise from top leftProfessor Raul Hilberg and Arthur
Kunin, M.D. before a summer lecture. Professor Jonathan
Huener introducing Susan Zuccotti. Professors Huener and
David Scrase, Director, with lan Kershaw, 2001 Hilberg
Lecturer. Professor Scrase with board member Professor
Frank Nicosia (St. Michael's College) and Edwin I. Colodny,
Interim President of the University. Christopher Browning,
the inaugural Hilberg Lecturer, speaking in celebration of
Raul Hilberg's 75th birthday.






























lent appendices. The first consists of “articles for teachers” and

Jewish lives. Nevertheless, even if we assume that Wallenbewgtains Herbert Buschbaum'’s “Why do People Hate?” as well
was wrongly kidnapped, why is it that every Russian governmast “History of the Holocaust,” “Children’s History in the Holo-
from the Stalin era to the present still refuses to reveal the truthBst,” and “Guidelines for Teaching the Holocaust” from the

In the conclusion of his book Alan Gersten writes, “In any.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum—all extremely informative,
event, the people he saved and the descendants of the peopdefexially for the elementary-level teacher with a minimal back-
saved and those that later learned of his heroics at that focal pgiotind in teaching about the Holocaust. The second appendix is
in history will always keep Raoul Wallenberg alive.” Every suntalled “Resources for Teachers” and contains an extensive anno-
mer for the last ten years The Center for Holocaust Studies atttiied bibliography aligned with the five chapters of the book, with
University of Vermont has held a week-long seminar on the Heach section further broken down into background reading, re-
locaust for teachers in New England. | have had the privilegesolrces for the classroom, and supplemental children’s books.
being invited to speak about my experiences in Budapest and&tdb included are bibliographies on prejudice and discrimina-
the story of how Raoul Wallenberg saved over 100,000 Jewstion, human rights, and the Holocaust, as well as ecology and

Gersten’s book has provided me with valuable informatigeaching strategies. This bibliographical section concludes with
to make my lectures more meaningful. The power of this boolais extensive videography with a long annotated list of videos for
that it connects people to the painful irony that he who savedssadents and another for teachers. Finally the book concludes with
many lives himself languished, suffered and died alone in a carlist of addresses of Holocaust and human rights organizations

centration camp. and a three-page list of recommended children’s books.

The second volume of this series is for grades five through
Gabe Hartstein eight. Like the first volume, it is divided into chapters aimed to
Burlington, VT teach students “not only about the Holocaust, but also about their

own culture, society, and civic responsibilities.” These chapters
Gabe Hartstein contributed toThe Holocaust: Personal Ac- are entitled: “Cultural Identity: The Positive Power of Belong-
counts published by the Center for Holocaust Studies in 200ling,” “Forging an American Identity: Immigration and Assimila-
tion,” “Differences as Dividers: Prejudice and Discrimination,”
“Doing the Right Thing: Making Moral and Ethical Decisions,”
The Spirit That Moves Us. Volume I: A Literature-based Re- “Shattered Lives: The Holocaust Begins,” “Lasting Effects: Sur-
source Guide: Teaching about Diversity, Prejudice, Human vivors’ Stories,” “Heroes and Heroines: Those Who Made a Dif-
Rights, and the Holocaust for Grades Kindergarten through ference,” and “Personal Best: Making a Difference in Today’s
Four. Laura R. Petovello; revised by Donna Taranko and ShaMyorld.” As in the previous volume, each of these chapters begins
Nichols. 192 pages. ISBN: 0-88448-204v@lume II: A Lit-  with an introduction before presenting lesson plans for individual
erature-based Resource Guide, Teaching about the Holocaustbooks that include story and concepts summaries, objectives, sug-
and Human Rights for Grades Five through Eight.Rachel gested topics for discussion, and ideas for supplemental activi-
Quenk 170 pages. ISBN: 0-88448-187¥&lume III: Using Lit-  ties. The selected books are once again excellent and range from
erature, Art, and Music to Teach about the Holocaust at the classics such asnne Frank: The Diary of a Young Gid recent
Secondary and College LeveLorry Stillman. 220 pages. ISBN: titles such a$ky: A True Story of Resistance During World War
0-88448-230-8. Gardiner, Maine: Tilbury House Publishers, 1998(1996). A list of picture books is also included, which teachers
1997 and 2001. Paper, 19.95 per volume. for this age group might choose to use to augment the topics dis-
cussed. This volume, like the first, concludes with useful appen-
The Spirit that Moves Us a three-volume set of paperboundices. The first called “A Common Language: Finding Ways to
books published in association with the Holocaust Human RigBseak About the Unspeakable” is a helpful guide for teachers on
Center of Maine. The first volume was published in 1998 astaw to approach the topics covered in the book. The second ap-
literature-based resource guide” for grades kindergarten thropgindix includes the same articles for teachers which appear in
four. In this volume emphasis is placed on teaching about divestume one. The third appendix is the United Nations Declara-
sity (as opposed to race). The five chapters are: “Celebratingtimin of Human Rights. There is also an extensive bibliography
versity,” “Learning from Many Cultures,” “Creating Community,”
“Confronting Prejudice,” and “Beginning Holocaust Studies.”
Each of these chapters is introduced in a similar fashion with his-
torical background for teachers, sample lesson plans for selected
books, discussion questions, and numerous suggestions for learn-
ing activities in fields ranging from art and drama to language
arts and even math and science. The books chosen are of high
quality and wide-ranging. Some are fairly recent, sudbrase
Willie and the Soup Kitchgd991) orChild of the Warsaw Ghetto
(1995), while others are standard “classics” sudBlasberries
for Sal(1948). For each of the twenty-three books chosen for this
volume there is a story summary, a concepts summary, a list of
objectives, additional book suggestions, and a list of well-thought-
out discussion questions, in addition to the suggested learning
activities mentioned above. The volume also includes two excel-
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