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REPORTS

ROMANIES AND GENOCIDE:
RECORDS, MEMORIES, AND

RECONSTRUCTION OF ROMANY

EXPERIENCES UNDER THE NAZIS
Elizabeth McGraw

On Wednesday, 30 March 2005, the Center for Holocaust
Studies at the University of Vermont presented a lecture in honor
and memory of Gabrielle Tyrnauer, a member of the Center’s
advisory board. Professor Susan Tebbutt, Senior Lecturer and
Head of German Studies at Mary Immaculate College, Univer-
sity of Limerick, delivered this lecture. Professor Tebbutt has
published extensively on the Romany experience in Germany. This
lecture was based on her most recent book, The Role of the Ro-
manies: Images and Counter-Images of ‘Gypsies’/Romanies in
European Cultures, which she co-edited with Nicholas Saul.

The title of Tebbutt’s lecture was “Romanies and Genocide:
Records, Memories, and Reconstruction of Romany Experiences
under the Nazis,” a topic that has been relatively under-explored
in relation to the Holocaust, until recently. The lecture was di-
vided into two distinct sections: the reconstruction of the Romany
experience by non-Romanies, followed by the same reconstruc-
tion by Romanies themselves.

Before exploring those two categories, however, Tebbutt
considered the definition of who the Romanies were in relation to
the Nazis and the Holocaust. The term Romany refers to those
the Nazis and most of Europe identified as gypsies during the
early part of the twentieth century. The term gypsy originates from
the belief that the group so designated originated in Egypt and is
somewhat misleading when we consider the Romanies, or all the
gypsies in Germany, as well as Eastern Europe.

Professor Tebbutt first examined the portrayal of the Romany
experience as depicted by images and photographs. Due in part
to the outsider status of Romany culture, most of the images re-
corded of the Romanies before and during the Holocaust were by
non-Romanies. Tebbutt showed examples from Otto Pankok’s
“Passion” cycle, a series of paintings featuring Romanies that was
deemed degenerate art by the Nazi regime. Tebbutt quoted Pankok
describing the Romany as one of the “most childlike and inno-
cent races of all of Europe.”

The Nazi regime had another view, one Tebbutt summarized
with a quotation from Yehuda Bauer, “…the Nazis wanted to elimi-
nate the Roma as an identifiable group of people, the bearers of a
culture.” However, persecution of the Romanies was not a new
phenomenon and did not begin in 1933, but rather was a centu-
ries-old tradition. In the twentieth century there is evidence of
Romanies being fingerprinted for identification purposes as early
as 1911. Tebbutt described how this persecution increased after
the Nazis rose to power.

A number of photographs and images of the Romanies were
recorded in 1943 by a German woman, Eva Justin. Justin’s work
was compiled during the course of her research as part of Dr.

Robert Ritter’s Berlin-based Racial Hygiene and Demographic
Biology Research Unit. Tebbutt described the images and notes
from Justin’s dissertation as the most complete visual record of
the Romany experience during this period. Another series of pho-
tographs, collected by Roland Barthes after World War II, offers
us another look into the culture of the Romanies and their experi-
ences. Of his work, Barthes is quoted as saying, “I recognize with
my whole body, the straggling villages I passed through on my
long-ago travels in Hungary and Rumania.”

The Romany experience during the Holocaust was also docu-
mented by other prisoners in the camps. Yehuda Koren told of a
beautiful gypsy girl with artistic talent, whose striking looks soon
attracted the attention of the man in charge of the working party.
On learning that she was an artist, he exempted her from this
harsh work and sent her to paint numbers on the barracks.” This
artistic talent put the Romany woman in a “privileged” place within
the camp. “Word of her artistic talents spread, and the SS guards
supplied her with watercolours and paper and gave her photo-
graphs of their wives and girlfriends to copy in return for small
gifts of cigarettes, which she exchanged for an extra bowl of soup
for her mother.” These extra rations were extremely important in
the camps, as prisoners were not given the enough food to ensure
their survival.

The accounts of two Jewish doctors, Lucy Adelsberger and
Nickolas Nylszli, approached the subject of the Romanies with a
more clinical objectivity. Adelsberger described the condition of
the Romanies in the camps:

Like the adults, these children were no more than skin
and bones, with no muscles and no body fat. Their
transparent, parchment-like skin was chafed and
rubbed sore over the sharp angles of their bones and
erupted in festering wounds. Scabies covered their
undernourished bodies from head to foot and sucked
out their last ounce of strength. Their mouths were
infested with malignant noma ulcers that riddled their
lips and perforated their cheeks….

Nylszli, on the other hand, reported on the fate of the Roma-
nies in the camps, specifically Auschwitz. “Once again Europe’s
pyromaniacs had organized a gigantic display of fireworks. Once
again the setting was the Auschwitz concentration camp. This time,
however, the victims thrown to the flames were not Jews, but
Christians: Catholic Gypsies from Germany and Austria. By morn-
ing their bodies had been transformed into a pile of silvery ashes
rising in the crematorium courtyard.” It has been estimated that
by 1943, ninety percent of all gypsies in Auschwitz had been
gassed.

An equally important, yet much less widely-known history
of the Romany experience is that depicted by Romanies them-
selves. Two Romanies, however, broke this mold, the siblings
Ceija and Karl Stojka. The Stojkas’ accounts utilize painting,
poetry, and autobiographical prose to depict their experiences
during their persecution under the Nazi regime. The purpose of
the Stojkas’ endeavors is not simply for historical documenta-
tion. Rather, the artworks represent part of the siblings’ healing
process, and were a way for them to come to terms with their
persecution and horrific experiences. Another Romany who took
up the task of recording his experiences under the Nazis was
Alfred Lessing. His autobiography depicts the fear and dread
he felt while hiding his Romany identity from the Nazis.
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being a metonym for the Holocaust, is a symbol that functions in
different ways for different groups,” explained Huener. Begin-
ning with graphic images of the camp, he proceeded with a thor-
ough review of its systems and evolution, explaining why
Auschwitz holds such a prominent place in Holocaust history.

After all we had heard about the Holocaust from the week’s
presenters and the survivor testimonies, it was difficult for any of
us to believe that there are “Liars, Deniers, and Revisionists:
Holocaust Denial in the Twenty-first Century,” the title of an-
other lecture by Bernheim. However, within moments we were
introduced to a community of well-known, well-educated, and
well-publicized individuals who believe that the Holocaust never
happened, that it is a fabrication of the Jews who used their con-
trol of the media, finances, and industry to create the drama, and
that the Jews deserved whatever suffering they experienced.

“In considering the Holocaust and its consequences, is there
any such thing as justice?” This question was posed by historian
Craig Pepin in “The Nuremberg Trials and the Search for Jus-
tice.” Pepin masterfully guided us through this remarkably com-
plicated trial—from the initial issues regarding the who, what,
where, and when of participation to the complexities of the legal
issues and precedents that had to be considered throughout the
process. That the Nuremberg trials did not put the issue of Nazi
war crimes to rest was clear from Steve Rogers’ presentation,
“Tracing Nazi War Criminals and Holocaust Era Assets.” Rogers,
a senior historian in the Office of Special Investigations at the US
Department of Justice, spoke about his experiences identifying
and deporting those Nazis who came into the United States by
lying about their past.

This brief review can only touch upon the vast quantity of
knowledge shared during this week of study, and imply the enthu-
siasm with which every session was presented and received. Many
of my classmates felt and expressed a similar sentiment, that this
was one of the best education experiences of our lives. It is diffi-
cult to know exactly how many young people have been enlight-
ened as a result of the fifty-five educators who have completed
the course since it began in 1994, but they do represent a signifi-
cant percentage of the middle and high schools in northwestern
Vermont, especially Chittenden and Addison counties.

Although it is designed with high school educators in mind,
this seminar has relevance and importance to anyone with an in-
terest in this period of history. The Center for Holocaust Studies
plans to offer this program again next summer and welcomes your
participation.

HITLER’S JEWISH SOLDIERS:
BRYAN RIGG’S SUMMER LECTURE

Derek Weaver

German officers such as Field Marshal Erhard Milch, Gen-
eral Helmut Welberg, and Admiral Bernhard Rogge and many
others were in a unique position during the Second World War—
they were Jews serving in the armed forces of Nazi Germany.
How was it possible for Jews to be part of the German military
when the regime targeted them for wholesale destruction? Pro-
fessor Bryan Rigg, of American Military University, addressed
this apparent paradox in a public lecture on the evening of Tues-
day, 28 June, held in conjunction with the Center for Holocaust
Studies’ 2005 Summer Seminar on the Holocaust and Holocaust
Education.

Rigg began his lecture and PowerPoint presentation by in-
troducing the three officers previously mentioned. Field Marshal
Milch and General Welberg were both what were known as “half
Jews” under the Nazi Racial Laws of 1935 (the Nuremberg Laws).
To be labeled as a half-Jew in the Nazi legal system, one only had
to have two Jewish grandparents. The third man, Admiral Rogge,
had only one Jewish grandparent and was therefore, according to
Nazi racial law, one-quarter Jewish. According to Rigg approxi-
mately 160,000 half and quarter Jews served in the Wehrmacht
(army), Kriegsmarine (navy), and other branches of the German
military during the Second World War. These statistics and sto-
ries were the result of hundreds of hours of research Rigg con-
ducted in Germany and Austria. Much of his research involved
personal interviews with surviving Jewish veterans of the Ger-
man armed forces. His interviews and related documents are now
housed in The Bryan Mark Rigg Collection of the German Na-
tional Military Archive in Freiburg, Germany.

According to Rigg, the German military applied to its mem-
bers the same racial laws as the state did to its citizens. A full Jew
was defined as having three or more Jewish grandparents or as
someone who practiced Judaism. The only way that a full Jew, as
defined by the Nuremberg Laws, could serve in the German mili-
tary was with false identification papers. However, half and quar-
ter Jews were initially required to serve in the military, even though
they were not originally permitted to become officers. As the
weight of the Final Solution began to bear down, the only way
those Jews in the military could continue in service was by spe-
cial permission from Hitler.

Paradoxically, according to Dr. Rigg, Hitler granted thou-
sands of exemptions to Jews in the military, exemptions that fell
into three categories. The first type of exemption was simply per-
mission to remain in the military. The second type allowed a Jew
to not only remain but to also be promoted. The third type of
exemption was called a German Blood Declaration. Even with a
single Jewish grandparent, a person could be classified as a
Mischling, a pejorative term meaning mixed-race. The German
Blood Declaration voided the Mischling status and made the per-
son a full citizen, a status Jews had been denied since the Septem-
ber 1935 Nuremberg Laws.

In addition to identity and ethnic roots, appearance was im-
portant to the Nazis and they often looked for soldiers who exem-
plified the perfect Aryan. One such person, according to Rigg,
was Werner Goldberg. He had all the typical Aryan features and
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Extreme Measures: The Dark Visions and Bright Ideas of
Francis Galton. Martin Brookes (New York & London:
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2004). 298 pp. Cloth. $49.95. ISBN 0-
7475-6666-6.

Each year brings new books on eugenics, often enticing read-
ers with stock formulas: the mad scientist, the dark and sinister
ghosts that haunt our most trusted institutions, and revelations of
the secret crimes of our forefathers. Over the past decade, writers
have invoked all of these to restore the repressed memory of eugen-
ics history embedded within the origins of medical genetics, be-
havioral psychology, anthropology, and statistics. Extreme Mea-
sures: The Dark Visions and Bright Ideas of Francis Galton, by
science author and former biologist Martin Brookes, is a color-
ful, informative addition to this genre.

Brookes begins his story with a pilgrimage to Francis Galton’s
grave in Clarendon, “in an iron-fenced enclosure, isolated from
all the other gravestones.” The tomb becomes a metaphor for
Galton’s place in history: “Yet however grand this hallowed grave
once appeared, it now looks tired and scruffy. The grave seems to
have been abandoned by the living. There are no fresh flowers,
just a forest of lichen and stone, as if to mask his memory.” Brookes
proceeds with an overview of Galton’s “bright ideas” and the “dark
visions” that inspired them. Galton pioneered concepts, such as
“eugenics” and “Nature vs. Nurture,” that continue to define our
debates over the significance of human diversity, and he invented
research methods—statistics of regression and correlation, pedi-
gree and twin studies, and anthropometrics—that formed the
empirical foundation for the various fields of human biology and
behavior mentioned above. Yet Galton’s scientific journey,
Brookes contends, was motivated by his dark vision of “a future
society built upon a race of pure-breeding supermen” and his con-
suming obsessions that brought him on “frequent excursions to
the fringes of madness.”

The first half of the book is devoted to Galton’s distinguished
ancestry, his formative years, and the emergence of personal ec-
centricities that molded his character and motivated his achieve-
ments in later life. Born in 1822 in Birmingham, England, he was
the youngest of seven children of Samuel Tertius Galton, son of a
self-made industrialist and speculator, and Violetta Darwin, daugh-
ter of the famous physician and natural philosopher Erasmus
Darwin. The Galtons, Darwins, and their kin formed a closely-
knit community of wealth, social status, and scientific and intel-
lectual distinction centered in the Lunar Society, one of several
English intellectual societies that fostered the scientific and in-
dustrial revolutions. Parents and siblings doted on young Francis;
his sister Adele, house-bound as a result of rheumatic fever, tu-
tored him from infancy, turning out a precocious, confident, and
self-absorbed five-year-old, who boasted that he had read all the
works of Homer and could read anything in the English language.
His youthful academic success further inflated his sense of supe-
riority, unchallenged until his failure to graduate with honors in
mathematics at Cambridge despite a three-year effort that drove
him to a physical and mental breakdown. He completed his de-
gree the fourth year, and spent the next eight years living off his
father’s estate, traveling, hunting, and socializing, and casting
about for something to give his life purpose and earn him distinc-
tion.

Galton’s expedition to South Africa in 1850-1852 to map the
interior of Namibia marked the turning point in his life, the ful-

fillment of his ambition to join the ranks of famous British scien-
tific explorers and the experience that launched his scientific ca-
reer. Galton’s infatuation with measurement and his lust for ad-
venture join in a display of conceit, arrogance, and uninhibited
racism in his travel account, Tropical South Africa (1853), a com-
bination of Robinson Crusoe adventure and treatise on physical
and cultural geography. Brookes is startled by Galton’s “vicious,
racist rhetoric,” which he judges to be extreme, bordering on
mania. Galton’s addiction to measurement and infatuation with
human traits is epitomized in his use of a sextant and trigonomet-
ric calculations to measure and verify the renowned curves of the
bust and buttocks of Hottentot women. Brookes concedes that
Victorian readers would hardly be offended at Galton’s preju-
dices; Tropical South Africa was immensely popular, and the Royal
Geographical Society rewarded him with a gold medal and a seat
on their council.

The second half of the book chronicles Galton’s fifty-year
scientific career and builds on the themes of the previous chap-
ters. Brookes gives a colorful, comprehensive account of Galton’s
projects and inventions, from the events that inspired them, to his
resulting publications, lectures, and their reception. He resurrects
Galton’s frivolous projects, such as his scientific approach to brew-
ing a cup of tea, to illustrate his obsessive-compulsive nature and
presents Galton as a tragic figure, hampered by periodic nervous
breakdowns from overwork and blinded by prejudice and a sense
of self-importance.

Charles Darwin’s 1859 publication of Origin of the Species
provides the stimulus for Galton’s eugenic epiphany. In “Heredi-
tary Talent and Character” (MacMillan’s Magazine, 1864-65),
Galton set out a plan to create a superior race of humans through
selective breeding of men and women who had excelled in a se-
ries of physical and mental examinations. In Hereditary Genius
(1864) Galton used pedigrees of the families of eminent scien-
tists and devised a linear scale to rate human intelligence to make
a case that intellectual achievement was a product of heredity, not
education. Swiss botanist Alphonse de Candolle published a book
that demonstrated the opposite. In response, Galton devised ad-
ditional methods and amassed more data to prove his hereditar-
ian assumptions. In English Men of Science (1874) Galton ac-
knowledged the role of social class and culture in human intellec-
tual development with the introduction of the phrase “Nature and
Nurture” and introduced comparative studies of twins to show
the more important influence of heredity.

During the 1870s and 1880s, Galton continued to refine his
plan for race improvement through selective breeding and devel-
oped more methods to measure and rank human traits, apply them
to various populations, and demonstrate their heritability. Galton
dubbed the study of human heredity for racial improvement “eu-
genics” in Inquiries into Human Faculties (1883). With his amass-
ing of quantitative data by class, race, and gender, and no means
to interpret it, Galton invented statistical tools to determine the
degrees of certainty, probability, strength of association, and cor-
relation from simple charts of numbers. For providing an empiri-
cal foundation for the study of heredity, Galton received the Royal
Society Gold Medal in 1886. In the Science Galleries of the South
Kensington Museum, Galton established a Eugenics Record
Center,a data bank on the British population and research center
on human heredity that became the Anthropometric Laboratory
in the 1890s. In his waning years Galton continued to refine his
vision of a program for national eugenics and inspire the next
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generation of British scientists to study human heredity. In 1904
Galton established a research fellowship in eugenics and the Eu-
genics Record Office at University College London, the first of
its kind throughout the world.

For the role of Galton’s vision of eugenics in Germany, the
reader will have to consult other sources. Brookes does mention
that anthropologist Alfred Ploetz, founder of the Journal for Race
Hygiene in 1904 and the German Eugenics Society in 1905, deeply
admired Francis Galton and made him an honorary Vice Presi-
dent of the Society in 1909. This was but one honor in a very long
list of awards Galton received late in life, including the Royal
Society’s Darwin Medal, an Honorary Fellowship of Trinity Col-
lege, a knighthood, and the Royal Society’s prestigious Copley
Medal. Galton died in 1911, the same year that fledgling eugen-
ics organizations from Europe and the Americas convened in
London for the First International Congress on Eugenics, where
they celebrated Sir Francis Galton as their founder.

Brookes’ epilogue returns to the present with another pil-
grimage, this time to Birmingham in search of the site of the Galton
estate, the Larches. It was difficult to find, since the estate had
been razed long ago and the area rebuilt; no markers or street
names commemorate Galton as they do Birmingham’s other noted
scientists, Joseph Priestley and Erasmus Darwin. The erasure
metaphor serves as a point of departure for a cogent discussion of
Galton’s legacies, beginning with the long list of human abuses
of the twentieth-century eugenics movement (chief among them
the Nazi racial ideology that culminated in the Holocaust) and
continuing through the repressed memory of eugenics and its re-
emergence in ethical debates over the collection, interpretation,
and use of personal and genetic information.

Academic readers may be frustrated by the absence of spe-
cific source citation or acknowledgment of the vast scholarship
on eugenics and Francis Galton. Brookes’ sources evidently in-
cluded family letters, professional correspondence, newspapers,
and Galton’s speeches and publications. He relies heavily on
Galton’s Memory of My Life (1908) to analyze Galton’s character
and interpret his innermost thoughts, with a heavy dose of literary
license. While his approach breathes life into history and makes
for good story-telling, the line between fiction and history is a
blurry one. Often I felt Brookes’ portrayal of Galton to be cava-
lier and derisive and his case for Galton’s “madness” overstated
in terms of the supporting evidence. After all, many of the emi-
nent Victorian polymaths were as eccentric as Galton. Yet this
approach tends to strengthen the book’s popular appeal and cer-
tainly makes Francis Galton unforgettable. Despite these criti-
cisms, the book has many merits. Brookes’ concise and lucid ex-
planations of biological theories and statistics are accessible to
the lay reader and adroitly placed within their historical and sci-
entific contexts. Extreme Measures is well structured, informa-
tive, and entertaining to read. Most important, by restoring Francis
Galton’s scientific contributions, their motivation, and legacies
to public memory, Brookes’ work allows us to recognize the eu-
genic impulse and social implications of our continued infatua-
tion with measuring, comparing, and judging human differences.

Nancy L. Gallagher

VOLUME 10

With this issue the Bulletin reaches the milestone of ten
volumes. The brain-child of Robert Bernheim, the Bulletin first
appeared in the summer of 1996. We have featured articles on
divers topics such as the notorious Austrian right-wing politi-
cian Jörg Haider, Jews in Austria during the Nazi era and after
1945, and on the Romany Holocaust, from contributors that have
included the internationally known scholars Margit Reiter, Helga
Embacher, and Nicholas Saul. Other contributors have included
survivor/writer Bernard Gotfryd, UVM faculty members and
students, members of the Center’s advisory board, and inter-
ested individuals from Vermont and further afield. We have re-
ported on our own activities, we have reviewed books, exhibits,
printed poems, and translations. We have endeavored to em-
brace Horace’s dictum delectare et prodesse and we hope we
have been successful in pleasing at least some of our readers
some of the time, if not all of our readers all the time. We intend
to continue our efforts to present items with a broad appeal and
we appreciate your interest and welcome your comments.

D.S. and K.Q.J.

The Center for Holocaust Studies at The University of Vermont
was established in 1993 to honor the scholarly and pedagogical legacy
of Raul Hilberg, Professor emeritus of  Political Science at The Uni-
versity of Vermont. His monumental work, The Destruction of the
European Jews, changed the way historians and students around the
world view the Holocaust. Since Dr. Hilberg began his research at
the University of Vermont in the late 1950s, what was a reluctance
to confront the facts of the Holocaust has given way to a hunger for
the truth.

The Bulletin of the Center for Holocaust Studies is published
semiannually by The Center for Holocaust Studies at The University
of Vermont. All correspondence, including address changes, should
be sent to: The Center for Holocaust Studies, Old Mill A301, The
University of Vermont, 94 University Place, Burlington, VT  05405-
4055, or to Holocaust.Studies@uvm.edu.

Editor: Professor David Scrase
Associate Editor: Katherine Quimby Johnson
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