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HISTORY DEPARTMENT COURSE OFFERINGS  
FOR FALL 2015 

As of 6/11/15 

 
HST 009A D2: GLOBAL HISTORY TO 1500 (90502) 

This course traces the outlines of global history from the emergence of the first 
agricultural societies in approximately 12,000 B.C.E. to the dawn of the modern world 
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writing intensive course; in addition to weekly writing assignments, each student will 
write a short research paper. 

3 Hours YOUNGBLOOD, Denise     TR 11:40-12:55 
 

 
HST 095B TAP: REVOLUTIONARY IDEOLOGIES (93950) 

This course is designed to introduce students to some of the significant revolutionary 
ideas and movements that shaped the history of the 20th century. It will examine four 
revolutionary ideologies and movements in the 20th century: Marxism-Leninism in the 
Soviet Union; Fascism in Italy; National Socialism in Germany; and Maoism in China. 
These modern, totalitarian ideologies, and the movements they spawned, are just four 
of the many variations that grew out of the 18th century intellectual revolution known as 
the Enlightenment. The Enlightenment promise of the liberation of the masses and the 
establishment of utopian societies, first attempted during the French and American 
revolutions in the eighteenth century, remained a key driving force in the history of the 
20th century.  CAS FTFY only. 

3 Hours NICOSIA, Frank      TR 10:05-11:20 
 
 

HST 095C TAP: DUE NORTH: AN INTRO TO CANADA (93951) 
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the opportunity to produce a primary source research paper on a topic of choice. 
3 Hours CARR, Jacqueline      MWF 1:10-2:00 
 

 

HST 095E TAP: INTERWAR EUROPE, 1914-
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HST 151A D2: MODERN JAPAN (94069) 

This course explores the transformation of Japanese society from the era of samurai 
rule under the Tokugawa clan to the postmodern commercial culture of today.  In 
particular, students will consider the process of "modernization" in Japan during the 
period of roughly one hundred years between the arrival of Commodore Perry in Edo 
Bay in 1853 and the dropping of atomic weapons on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945.  
Japanese society experienced an extraordinary amount of political, economic, and 
cultural change at a remarkably quick pace during this era.  In this course we will 
explore the causes and consequences of that transformation, as well as Japan's 
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HST 190A THE HOLOCAUST (92174) 
This course examines the rise and nature of modern anti-Semitism, race science and 
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HST 224A FRENCH SAINTS & SCAPEGOATS (94070) 
Across the thirteenth century, the French monarchs built up their power in large part by 
creating a sacred aura around themselves and their family, and by promoting a vision of 
France as a new ñHoly Land,ò the French as a new ñChosen People,ò and the king 
himself as Godôs watchman within the kingdom.  The other side of this coin was the 
Capetian monarchyôs increasing tendency to generate enemies or scapegoats; the 
kingôs holy power was proven and augmented by his ability to defend the kingdom 
against these enemies and expose their (supposed) nefarious attacks on France and 
the French.  Such scapegoats included the Jews of France, various accused heretics, 
evil ministers, treacherous women, and even a pope (Boniface VIII) and an entire 
religious order (the Templars). The seminar will investigate both sides of this equation, 
reading texts that will let us examine the way the French royal family (the Capetians) 
built up its reputation for sanctity, and also the way it created enemies only to destroy 
them.  There will be a particular, though not exclusive, emphasis on the role gender 
played on both sides of this coin.   
Prerequisites: HST-015, HST116, or any class on medieval Europe. 

3 Hours FIELD, Sean      M 4:05-7:05 
 
 
HST 226A HOLOCAUST IN POLAND (92500) 

This seminar will address events, problems, and controversies associated with the 
annihilation of European Jews in Polish lands.  It confronts topics such as the motives 
for and character of the destruction process in occupied Poland, mobile killing 
operations, National Socialist occupation policy toward non-Jewish Poles, relations 
between Poles and Jews, the ghettos, and the development and operation of the killing 
centers.  Finally, the course will address the painful memory and legacy of the 
Holocaust in Poland and the ways in which it has influenced Polish-Jewish relations in 
the postwar world.  Students will offer analytical oral presentations and complete a 
research paper or historiographical study on a topic either specific to the Holocaust in 
Poland or the Holocaust in general. 
Prerequisites: HST-115 or HST-139 or HST-190 

3 Hours HUENER, Jonathan     R 4:35-7:35 
 
 
HST 267A ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY SEMINAR (94105) 

The course will examine the interaction between humans and the environment 
throughout history.  The focus will be on North America, but since nature tends to ignore 
political boundaries, we will also examine other regions from time to time, particularly 
South America.  We will look at how various peoples experienced their environment: 
how they attempted to change it, how they were limited by it, and how they thought 
about nature. 

3 Hours ZELKO, Frank     W 12:00-3:00 
 
 
HST 295A FIN-DE-SIECLE EUROPE (94071) 

European culture expressed a paradoxical quality at the end of the nineteenth century.  
For while the lives of most Europeans were improving materially, the same social 
conditions that gave rise to this well-being also contributed to profound anxieties and 
feelings of malaise, suggesting to many that the world they had always known was 
coming to an end. This course will explore the interrelationship of European 
consciousness and society during the fin de siècle and belle époque, covering themes 
such the experience of the metropolis, new conceptions of gender and sexuality, the 
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discovery of psychoanalysis, fears of degeneration, and the growth of new political 
ideologies including socialism, nationalism, and modern anti-Semitism. 

3 Hours GRIMMER, Ian     M 12:00-3:00 
 

 

HST 295B PROBLEM WITH SLAVERY IN WESTERN SOCIETY (94101) 
This is a course devoted to the study of slavery in the United States, Canada, and the 
West Indies.  We will also study the origins of slavery in the Ancient world.  The class 
will read a large collection of edited essays about slavery and the classic works of 
historian David Brion Davis.  The course will provide a wonderful opportunity to study 
the fascinating history of slavery and abolition in the New World.  This is a very serious 
and challenging class.  I strongly discourage students with no background in African 
American history, Early American history, or the history of New World slavery from 
taking this course.  If you are not a serious student, DO NOT TAKE THIS COURSE 
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.  I also strongly discourage juniors from taking the 
course unless you speak with me first before registering. 

3 Hours WHITFIELD, Amani     T 4:35-7:35 
 
HST 301A GRADUATE HISTORIOGRAPHY (94098) 

This course provides an introduction to the study of history at the graduate level. We will 
explore the history of the historical profession and the development of historical 
scholarship using readings that focus on a variety of time periods, geographies, and 
themes. Students will gain experience working with multiple genres common in the 
historical profession, including book reviews and historiographical essays, among 
others. The course will also help students develop practical library and computer skills 
relevant to historical study. The course is both reading- and writing-intensive, and active 
student participation during in-class discussions is expected. 
Prerequisite: Graduate Students Only 

3 Hours PHELPS, Nicole     W 4:05-7:05 
 
 

HST 391A-? MASTER’S THESIS RESEARCH (94525-?) 
  Pink Special Course Form Required 

Prerequisite: History Graduate students only. Instructor Permission Required. 
1 to 6 Hours BROWN, Dona     TBA 
 

 

HST 395A HISTORY OF THE BOOK SEMINAR (92175) 
Once upon a time, books were rare commodities, and most people had little need for 
reading. Then massive technological changes in production and distribution triggered a 
series of ñrevolutions in print.ò By the nineteenth century, magazines, newspapers, and 
books had become literally ña necessity of lifeò for many. Over the past hundred years, 
in contrast, pundits have regularly lamented the imminent demise of the book. Perhaps 
that trajectory helps to explain the birth of the field of ñBook Studies.ò  This seminar is 
designed for both History and English graduate students. We will explore some of the 
challenging interdisciplinary questions raised by book studies: How did the rise of 
capitalism change the book? Is reading a gendered activity? How has the production of 
subgenres--Harlequin romances, dime novels, decorating magazines--changed the 
reading experience?  Students will craft research projects suitable to their disciplines, 
using materials available in Special Collections and elsewhere. 
Prerequisite: Graduate students only 

3 Hours BROWN, Dona     R 4:35-7:35 
 
 




