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2018 VERMONT ORGANIC SILAG



Plots were fertilized with 3 tons per acre of poultry manure prior to planting. Plots were planted on 21-May 

with a 4-row cone planter with John Deere row units fitted with Almaco seed distribution units (Nevada, 

IA) at a rate of 34,000 seeds ac-1. Plots were 20’ long and consisted of two rows of corn 30” apart. 

 

Weeds were controlled early season with tine weeding, hand hoeing on 12-Jun, and periodic row 

cultivation.  In late June



Yield data and stand characteristics were analyzed using mixed model analysis using the mixed procedure 

of SAS (SAS Institute, 1999).  Replications within trials were treated as random effects, and hybrids were 





energy calculations estimate the digestible energy content of feeds utilized for maintenance, lactation, or 

gain accounting for differences in efficiency of use of the energy for the different goals. Net energy for 

lactation (NEL) averaged 0.719 for the trial with the highest level of 0.747 Mcal lb-1 produced by variety 

O.79-00. This was statistically similar to two other varieties. Finally, due to these differences in quality, 

varieties differed statistically in milk yield per ton of feed but not by acre. This is due to statistical 

differences in quality but not yield. The highest milk yield per ton of dry matter was 3583 lbs ton-1 from 

variety O.79-00. This was similar to three other varieties, O.51-04, 23A71, and KF52C60. 

 

Table 6. Quality characteristics of 11 organic corn silage varieties, 2018. 

Variety CP ADF NDF Ash Starch TDN 
30-hr 

NDFD 
NEL Milk 
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Figure 1. Milk production of 11 organic corn varieties, Alburgh, VT, 2018. 

Shows relationship between milk per ton and milk per acre. Dotted lines represent the mean milk per ton and milk per acre for the trial. 
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