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include secondary works, but also primary sources. This 
shows the reviewers that you are aware of and familiar 
with these materials.
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most important component of the application for its ability 
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after many hours of reading proposals, many of which are 
unclear and uninspiring, we are left bleary-eyed, bored, 
and starved for some excitement. Your goal is to develop 
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present the major contours of your study, your main ar-
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Many times we came away from reading an application 
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er, sends a message to the reviewers that you do not know 
exactly what you want to do. More important, it says that 
you are not equipped (at the present moment) to carry out 
the study and the proposal does not merit funding. 

���Ž�¢�˜�—�•�1 �•�‘�Ž�1 ���›�œ�•�1 �™�Š�›�Š�•�›�Š�™�‘�ð�1 �•�‘�Ž�1 �™�›�˜�“�Ž�Œ�•�1 �™�›�˜�™�˜�œ�Š�•�1
�œ�‘�˜�ž�•�•�1�™�›�˜�Ÿ�’�•�Ž�1�Š�1�œ�’�•�—�’���Œ�Š�—�•�1�•�’�œ�Œ�ž�œ�œ�’�˜�—�1�˜�•�1�•�‘�Ž�1�–�Š�’�—�1�Š�›�•�ž-
�–�Ž�—�•�1 �Š�—�•�1 �Œ�˜�—�•�›�’�‹�ž�•�’�˜�—�1 �˜�•�1 �¢�˜�ž�›�1 �œ�•�ž�•�¢�1 �•�˜�1 �•�‘�Ž�1 ���Ž�•�•�û�œ�ü�ï�1 ���˜�ž�1
should also point out the main themes and questions being 
asked, theoretical framework methodology and sources, 
scholarly contribution, and, if required, a timeline to com-
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quired, do not say you will because the reader will know—

based on the quality of the proposal—whether the project 
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