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Communications Director: Rosie Chapina 

�x GSS Video showcasing senators and E-board 
�x Please submit a picture of yourself  and short “fun” bio to rchapina@uvm.edu 
�x 4 senators have submitted a pic/bio 

Committee Updates: 
Parking and Transportation Committee (Colin Giles) 

�x Met with Jim Barr from Transportation and Parking Services about: 
�x Shuttle and bus service over winter break 
�x Parking enforcement over winter break 

�x Note: Campus will be closed December 19th – January 3rd and so there will be no 
parking enforcement during those times. 

�x The short term temporary parking permits (i.e., the $2/day parking permits available to 
everyone) 

 

Housing Committee (Mohamed Khalife)  



Page 3 of 4 
 
 

Burlington area. In fact, stipends are so low at UVM that the average graduate stipend is below 
a living wage. The consequences of this are quite grim. For instance, 20% of graduate students 
at UVM report experiencing food insecurity. With this in mind, my two questions are:  
1) Do you feel that it is ethical and responsible for UVM to deny its graduate students a living 
wage?  
2) Why do you think compensation for graduate students at UVM remains insufficient and 
uncompetitive?” 
 
Lead to Discussion About: 

�x How low graduate student stipends are compared to the National Average 
�x The lack of transparency of student fees coming out of graduate student stipends before 

enrolling at UVM 
�x  Graduate Student housing and how the University sold off multiple Graduate Student Housing 

buildings in recent years  
�x The added barriers international students face at UVM i.e. they are left to fend for their own 

when they first arrive at UVM  
�x Talked about how these are all problems and how they should be addressed before expanding 

Graduate Student enrollment for the land grant mission  
 
 Meeting was adjourned at 5:40pm. 
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Appendix 1 – Senator Attendees  

# Full Name Programs  
1 Andrew Nadeau Physical Therapy 

2 Marcus Weinman CMB 

3 Jayita Barua CMB 
4 Montana Lara Neuroscience

CMB
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