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The University of Vermont has established the following standards for classrooms: 

 

 Target Utilization Actual Utilization * 

Space per student station 20 ASF 19 ASF 

Hours of use per week 30 hours per week 29 hours per week 

Average student station 

occupancy 67% 65% 

 

* Data based on fall 2004. 

Laboratory Service 
Laboratory space is allocated based on space guidelines and include both the number of 

people in the work group and the type of activities conducted. Other special use areas are 

allocated based on articulated needs. Laboratory space allocation is also subject to 

restrictions and regulations applicable to the use of hazardous materials and will be limited 

to areas designed for this purpose. 

 

The University of Vermont has defined standard measures based upon general disciplines 

and includes service space for the laboratories. 

Teaching Labs
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College/School Department ASF per Station 

 Department of Integrated 

Professional Studies 

40 

College of Engineering & Mathematics 

 Civil and Environmental 

Engineering 

120 

 Computer Science 60 

 Electrical and Computer 

Engineering 

100 

 Mathematics and Statistics 30 

 Mechanical Engineering 140 

College of Nursing and Health Sciences 

 Biomedical Technologies 80 

 Nursing 65 

 Physical Therapy 80 
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Research Labs 
Nationally, research laboratory space guidelines vary considerably and are complex to 

calculate especially with universities with medical and health centers.

of 
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College/School Department 
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Library/Learning Space Guidelines 
Additional library and learning commons guidelines have been established based on the 

2012 Library and Learning Commons Feasibility Study and Master Plan conducted by 

Shepley Bulfinch, an architecture firm based in Boston, MA. The specific library guidelines 

are found below:  

 

Library Space Type ASF / Station 

 Computer Lab – Open Lab or Class Lab 36 

 Consultation Rooms ( 2 persons) 80 

 Digital Media Production Rooms 80 

 Exam Proctoring Carrels 42 

 Media Editing Rooms 26 

 Media Viewing Rooms 26 

 Music Listening Room 40 

 Reference / Technology Help Desks 64 

 

Building Service Space 
Each building requires a designated amount of space for the mechanical, electrical, 

telecommunications/networking and custodial needs within a building. Building Service 

space needs to be secured from public access. Space guidelines for 

telecommunications/networking space are identified by Telecommunication Services and 

space guidelines for Custodial space requirements are identified by Custodial Services. 

Storage within building service space is prohibited. 

 

Storage Space  
Storage space, other than that utilized for standard office supplies, should be managed 

centrally and available to departments at a cost to provide incentive for minimizing storage 

needs and to support the facilities dedicated to storage.  These facilities should be located in 

areas other than Central Campus.  

 

Swing Space 

On-going capital projects, deferred maintenance and unanticipated emergencies are events 

that will require swing space. Available vacant space should be set aside and prepared for 

potential use with minimal expenditures and a flexible design. If vacant space is not 

available it may be necessary to lease space.  
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Non-University Parties 
Leases to non-University parties on a year-to-year basis are supported for a variety of 

circumstances and can include: 

 The non-University party is affiliated and/or provides a needed service to the University 

community (e.g. University food service provider). 

 The space is not required by campus units and/or the campus financial resources 

preclude the operation and maintenance of the space. 

 

mailto:Spacemanagement@uvm.edu
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SPACE GUIDELINE SYNOPSIS (updated in 2019 to include office cubicle size 

recommendations) 

 

Personnel Type Office ASF Service ASF 
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Teaching Labs Target Utilization Actual Utilization 

All Other Disciplines ± Hours or 

use per week 
20 hours per week 

Average student station occupancy 80% 78% 

 

 

 

Library Space Types ASF/Station 

Computer Lab ± Open or Class Lab with computers 36 

Consultation Rooms (2 person ± 40 ASF/Person) 80/Room 

Digital Medial Production Room 80 

Exam Proctoring Carrels 42 

Media Editing Rooms 26 

Media Resource Viewing Rooms 26 

Music Listening Room 40 
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Revisions to Space Guideline Synopsis 

 
 8/28/19 ± added cubicle size recommendations (UVM Planning, Design & Construction) 

 
 

 

 


