




(L) Leaf underside sporulation of basil downy mildew fungus. Angela Madeiras, UMASS (R) yellowing on leaf 
upperside due to basil downy mildew. U of Florida. 

Tomato leaf spot diseases to start around July 4th so make sure your plants are staked, mulched to 
prevent soil splash up and pruned for good air circulation! There are two that are problematic, early 
blight and Septoria leafspot and both show up every year to some extent. Rainy years are worse than 
dry years.  
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(L) SLF 4th instar nymph. NJ Dept of Ag NJ (R) SLF egg mass. Getty Images 

Beech leaf disease is a new disease in the northeast that threatens all ornamental and native beeches. 
The disease, caused by a microscopic worm called a nematode, causes a foliar blight, defoliation and 
death of trees. Symptoms in the leaves include striping, curling, and/or leathery texture of the foliage 
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