
 
 

Encouraging Pollinators in Vegetable Gardens 
 
Who are the Pollinators? 

● Native bees (4,000 species) are very efficient pollinators at work in cold and rain, 
early spring to fall. 

● Imported honey bees are trucked all over the country, affected by parasites, 
pesticides, and colony collapse. 

● Butterflies, flies and beetles also contribute too. They all need nectar, nesting, 
and overwintering habitat. 

 
Pollinators Food Facts 

● One third of food crops require insect pollination. 
● Self-pollinated & wind-pollinated crops are more productive with “Buzz 

pollination” by bumble bees including zucchini, cucumber, tomato, peppers, 
eggplant. 

● Fruit crops’ need for pollinators may be brief, but pollinators' needs last from 
spring to fall. 

 
Tips for Successful Pollinator Habitat 

● Provide nectar forage. Varied size pollinators need varied sized and varied 
shaped flowers, open, cup shaped and tubular. Bumble bees need bigger landing 
pads – Aster family. 

● Plant a wide variety for blossoms early spring to fall – ground cover, interplanted, 
and hedgerows. 

● Pollinators preferred nesting and overwintering habitat include hollow stemmed 
plants like elderberry, joe-pye weed, brambles, & bee balm. 

● Delay garden clean-up to spring (Temp> 50 degrees). 
● One third of native bees live in the ground, so leave some bare ground and rock 

piles, dead trees + brush piles. 
● Do not till the garden - avoid pesticides. 

 
Managing Pests in the Vegetable Patch 

● Inspect your plants regularly. 
● When you find plant damage, 



 
Attracting Native Beneficials 

● Predators capture & consume prey. 
● Parasitoids use other insects to house & feed their young, killing the host. 
● Most need pollen & nectar at some point in their life cycle. 
● 
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