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Revised 08.28.2024Welcome to the 

2024 Vermont Master Composter Course 

Offered by the University of Vermont Extension Community 
Horticulture Program in collaboration with the Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources. 

Course Syllabus 

Course Description 
The Vermont Master Composter course offers an in-depth study of backyard composting. Students learn the 
science and practice of effectively turning food scraps and yard trimmings into compost for use in home, 
school, and community composting settings. Although the science covered in this course applies to a range of 
composting systems, this course is intended for small-scale, noncommercial compost systems and does not 
cover municipal waste systems, farm-scale compost operations, mortality, or humanure composting. The 
course is offered online at campus.extension.org where students work weekly through eight modules that 
contain course materials, pre-recorded lectures, homework assignments, and online course discussions. 

Students participate in the course in one of three tracks offered: 
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Important Dates 
All—
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Instructors and Contact Information 
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Expectations of Track 2 (At-Your-Own-Pace) Students: 
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Course Outline / Weekly Schedule 
This is a hybrid online course requiring both asynchronous (on your own) work and live weekly Zoom course 
discussions for Track 1 (volunteer certification) students. Over the course of the eight weeks, here’s what you 
can expect.   

Each new module opens on Fridays at 5:00 pm ET, starting on August 30. Interaction among students is 
encouraged and occurs on forums organized within the course platform. 

Each week for the duration of the course, Track 1 students are expected to do the following: 
 Watch a pre-recorded lecture between Friday night and Tuesday night. 
 Do the reading between Friday night and Tuesday night. 
 Post your weekly question for the instructor about the lecture and/or reading by no later than Tuesday 

at 11:59 pm. 
 *Attend the live course discussion session on Zoom each Thursday night from 6 to 7:30 pm ET. (*Only 

Track 1 students attend the live course discussions; Track 2 and UVM students have access to the 
recordings). 

 Complete the weekly 5-question quiz no later than each Friday at 11:59 pm ET. 

For Weeks 1 through 6, UVM students are expected to do the following: 
 Watch the pre-recorded lecture between Friday night and Tuesday night. 
 Do the reading between Friday night and Tuesday night. 
 Post your weekly question for the instructor about the lecture and/or reading by no later than Tuesday 

at 11:59 pm. 
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Week 6: Vermont Compost Policy, October 4-11 
This week you will hear from Emma Stuhl about the importance of diverting organics as it relates to local, 
state, and national laws and policies, and the science underlying those policies. Emphasis will be on Act 148, 
Vermont’s Universal Recycling Law, as well as the Food Recovery Hierarchy. 

Assignments 
 Watch Vermont Compost Policy lecture. 
 Review Vermont’s Universal Recycling Law and Act 148: Universal Recycling Law websites. 
 Watch Managing Food Waste video. 
 Post a question based on your learning for class discussion. 

Dates & Deadlines 
 Oct 4: Module opens at 5 pm. 
 Oct 8: Submit question/comment by 11:59 pm. Required by Track 1 & UVM students. 
 Oct 10: Zoom session for Track 1 students at 6 pm. 
 Oct 10: UVM students submit discussion post by 11:59 pm. 
 Oct 11: Track 1 & UVM students complete this week’s quiz by 11:59 pm. 

*Week 7: Volunteerism, October 11-18 -- Track 1 students only 
During this week, Track 1 students will learn more about the structure and benefits of the Vermont Master 
Composter volunteer program by Deb Heleba. You will learn about the volunteer internship requirements and 
the criteria for ongoing projects. Also covered will be tips on conducting outreach and how to answer 
questions from the public.  

Assignments 
 Watch Volunteering lecture. 
 In the Vermont Master Composter Resource Manual, read: 

o Chapter 17: Guidelines for Effective Communication 
o Chapter 18: Potential Questions from the Public 

 In the NYC Master Composter Manual, read: 
o Chapter 6: Reaching and Teaching Others 

 Review Volunteer Portal 
 Post a question based on your learning for class discussion. 

Dates & Deadlines 
 Oct 11: Module opens at 5 pm. 
 Oct 15: Submit question/comment by 11:59 pm. Required by Track 1 students only. 
 Oct 17: Zoom session for Track 1 students at 6 pm. 
 Oct 18: Track 1 & UVM students complete this week’s quiz by 11:59 pm. 

Week 8: Wrap Up, October 18-25 
During the final week of the class, you will complete a final exam and post-course survey. Track 1 students will 
discuss next steps as Master Composter interns. UVM students will plan their final projects. 

Assignments 
 Complete final exam. 
 Complete post-course survey.  
 Reading: Please read all materials provided on the website in this section. 

  




