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 Managing your Bee Nest Boxes 
 

Mason bees generally complete the building of 
their nests by early summer, so it is important to 
get the bee houses up in early spring before the 
apple trees begin to bloom. Because mason bees 
forage short distances, it is best to position nest 
boxes within 300 ft of a food source. Sow flower-
ing plants in the vicinity. Make sure the nest box is 
protected from rain, wind and direct sunlight. 
They should be erected to face southward in the 
spring, and horizontal or with the entrances tilting 
down slightly so water doesn’t get in. They should 
be securely fastened to a tree, fence post or wall so 
they don’t swing freely. Movement can dislodge 
the eggs and larvae so they can’t access the food. 
Nest boxes should be placed 3-5 ft above the 
ground or higher. Don’t move the units after nest-
ing has begun, because it disorients the females. 

What are Solitary Bees? 
 

Honey bees are well known for their social life 
style. Most honey bee colonies are managed by ex-
perienced beekeepers, but there are also many spe-
cies of wild solitary bees. One common group is 
called mason bees, in the genus Osmia.  They got 
this common name because they use mud and 
other similar materials to make their nests. They 
find nooks and crannies in hollow stems or stones 
or in holes made in wood by other insects. Two 
native species, the blue orchard mason bee, Osmia 
lignaria and the blueberry bee, O. ribifloris, are im-
portant pollinators in the fruit industry. 
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