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This Handbook has been edited from prior versions to clarify programmatic 

details and maintain accuracy. If discrepancies are noticed, please report them to 
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PhD Dissertation Proposal & Comprehensive Exam Options 
 
Students and Advisors will agree upon one Option for the Dissertation Proposal 
and Comprehensive Exam (Options A or B, below). 
 
Option A 
Written Components  

- Student writes a Dissertation Proposal including an Introduction, Literature 
Review, and Methods for both Data Collection and Analysis, and submits it 
to all committee members at least 3 weeks prior to taking comprehensive 
exams. 

- The Written Comprehensive Exam is intended to assess the student’s 
knowledge of pertinent subject matter and abilities to proceed with 
research.  

- Written Comprehensive Exams are taken within an approximately 1-week 
time frame with one day per question(s) from each committee member 
(typically 4).  

- Topics may be arranged ahead of time with committee members a
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Oral Component 
- The Oral Comprehensive Exam is intended to assess the student’s 
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For specific questions, you may wish to contact Student Services in the Graduate 
College: https://www.uvm.edu/graduate/contact_us 
(Currently the contact person is: Sean.Milnamow@uvm.edu.)  
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independence for conducting doctoral-quality research (e.g., grant proposals, 
manuscripts, personal references, etc.).  
 
Assumptions: 

1. The student will continue to work with their current advisor. 
2. The student has successfully completed at least the first year of their MS program. 
3. The student understands that funding for PhD work beyond the time already granted 

under the MS program is contingent on availability. 
 
If these assumptions are met, or if they are un-met 
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trainings. More information and class sign-ups can be found on their 
website here. For other questions please contact Lee.Diamond@uvm.edu. Lee is 
the Risk Management and Safety professional assigned to Jeffords Hall. 
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Scenario 1: PhD student transfers with maximum number of allowed transfer 
credits (24). S/he needs to take an additional 15 credit hours to fulfil the 
residence requirement. This gives a total of graded course work credits of 39 
(greater than the minimum of 30 credit hours required for PhD) S/he has to take 
36 research credits or P/F class credits (seminar) to graduate. 
 
Scenario 2: PhD student comes in with 18 transfer credits. S/he needs to take 
the required 15 graded course work in—residence credits. That makes a total of 
33. S/he has fulfilled the minimum of 30 graded course work credit hours. 
However, s/he still has to take 42 research and P/F class credits. 
 
Scenario 3: PhD student comes in with 0 transfer credits. May have a MS/MA 
degree with no applicable transfers. This student has to get 30 credit hours in 
residence to fulfill the minimum graded course work credits required by the 
graduate school + 45 research and other P/F  course work credits. 
 
Scenario 4: MS student transfers maximum of 9 credit hours. S/he has to take 15 
required in residence graded course work credits. That makes 24. The student 
fulfills the requirement of 15 graded course work credits. Needs 6 more research 
(required by graduate school) and 1 P/F course work credits for 31 credits, one 
more than the 30 credits needed to graduate. 
 
Scenario 5: MS student has no transfer credits. Needs to take 15 graded course 
work credit hours as required. Needs another 15 as research and P/F course 
work credits to fulfill the 30 credit hours requirement for graduation. 
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