
How to Take a Soil Sample 
 
The reliability of a soil test is only as good as the sample you submit. The small amount of 
soil in the sample bag you send to the Agricultural Testing Lab must represent the entire area 
to be fertilized. Avoid unusual areas such as those where fertilizer or lime has spilled. Take 
samples before lime, fertilizer, or manure are added. Use only clean equipment for collecting 
soil samples. 

 
Where to sample 
The area to be sampled should be as uniform as possible in terms of soil type and cropping 
and fertilizing history. For practical purposes it should be an area you expect to fertilize as a 
unit. This means separate samples for annual mixed vegetables and a strawberry patch, for 
golf green and fairway, and for different major crops in a commercial nursery or vegetable 
operation. If you have a problem on part of a lawn, garden, or commercial production field, 
you may wish to determine if soil fertility is the 


