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Abstract:   
Can tiny rockets revolutionize the next generation of 
spacecraft? Nanosatellites are a new type of spacecraft 
that have the potential to complete critical space missions 
at significantly lower costs compared to traditional large 
spacecraft. However, existing propulsion systems are 
difficult to scale to nanosatellite sizes, thus necessitating 
the development of new propulsion technologies. In this 
talk, Catherine will describe the physics of ion 
electrospray thrusters, which are uniquely suited for 
nanosatellite applications. She will discuss how 
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