
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Courses in Astronomy 
ASTR 005 - Exploring the Cosmos 
Survey of ancient astronomy, planets and moons, stars and their evolution, galax-
ies and quasars, and Big-Bang cosmology. Includes night sky observations. 
Credits: 3 
ASTR 023 - Astr Lab I:Measuring the Sky 
Measurements of the properties of the planets, stars, and galaxies using graphical 
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A Guide for 
Astronomy Minors 

Astronomy is developing at the most rapid pace 
in history. Recent discoveries impact the very 
roots of science, from the nature of elementary 
particles to the prospects for intelligent life 
elsewhere in the universe. An understanding of 
these discoveries informs every field of study in 
your education, as well as developing analytical 
skills. It indicates to employers and graduate 
program administrators that you are curious 
about the cutting edge of science and grasp its 
significance. 

The Astronomy Minor at UVM is intended for 
students who wish to explore the history and 
current developments of modern astronomy 
without an involvement in higher mathematics. 
Background physics important to the field is 
covered from the beginning. Emphasis is 
concentrated on concepts and the underlying 
principles more than quantitative problem 
solving. Those who intend to develop a 
professional career in astronomy should 
consider the Astrophysics Track within the 
Physics Major. 

Typical subjects addressed in the Astronomy 
Minor include: 

• Constellations, coordinates and telescopes 
• The evidence for dark matter and dark energy 
• How we search for planets orbiting other stars 
• The meaning and nature of curved space 
• 


