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imperialism, the two world wars, the Russian Revolution and Stalinism, fascism, the 
Holocaust, postwar capitalism and communism, and the revolutions of 1989.  
Concentration: Europe (HI02) 

3 Hours SCHRAFSTETTER, Susanna     MW  5:05-6:20 
 
 
HST 046A     D2: HISTORY OF ISLAM AND MIDDLE EAST SINCE 1258 (94950) 

This is an introduction to the major institutions that evolved under the aegis of what we 
might call Islamic civilization since the Mongol conquest of Baghdad in 1258 until our 
own time. The principal geographical areas that we will cover are the Middle East, North 
Africa and India. Since "Islam" encompasses not simply a religion but an entire cultural 
complex, we shall examine political, economic, and social institutions developed in the 
Islamic world as well as the religious ones. No prior knowledge of Islam or the Middle 
East is assumed; students possessing prior knowledge are, however, welcome. 
Prerequisites: Degree students only even after level restrictions removed. 
Concentration: Africa/ Asia/ Middle East/ Global (HI04) 

3 Hours ERGENE, Bogac      TR 10:05-11:20 
 
 
HST 055A
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and how Natives themselves responded and ultimately pushed back against such 
stereotypes. The seminar’s opening unit includes a field trip to the Odanak Indian 
Reserve in Quebec.  
Prerequisites:  TAP Course; CAS FTFY students only. 
Concentration: The Americas (HI05) 

3 Hours MASSELL, David       TR  8:30-9:45 
 

 

HST 095C TAP: HISTORY OF THE PRESENT (92526)  
This course will engage students in applying a historical perspective to some of the 
present moment’s most pressing issues, from political tribalism to the racial 
achievement gap to inequality, climate change, and the trajectory of human progress.  
Functioning as a sort of first-year seminar, this course will explore some of today’s most 
compelling and difficult issues, alongside a more general orientation to university life.  
The meat of the course will be readings from some of the most influential thinkers now 
defining these dialogues: Steven Pinker on progress and inequality; Coleman Hughes 
and Ta Nehisi Coates on race in America, Christina Hoff Sommers on “the war against 
boys,” Jonathan Haidt on “the coddling of the American mind,” Heather MacDonald on 
diversity, and other elements of the Great American Conversation.  The course will 
involve short, more or less weekly essays on the reading and discussions of that 
material and a five-page term paper, as we try to bring historical perspective, and the 
rules of evidence and logic, to the problems confronting American society.   
Prerequisites:  TAP Course; CAS FTFY students only.  
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  Pre/Co-requisites: Minimum Sophomore Standing; 3 hrs. HST; HST majors only 
  Concentration: None - Required for History Majors 
3 Hours BROWN, Dona      TR  1:15-2:30 
 

 

HST 101B HISTORY METHODS (95010) 
Why did you decide to become a history major?  What is the importance of thinking 
about history, how do historians go about it, and what skills and steps are necessary to 
construct a convincing historical analysis? This course will investigate both the theory 
and the practice of history. That is, we will analyze and critique various approaches 
employed by historians as well as develop the skills necessary to construct our own 
historical arguments. After successfully completing this course, you should have the 
tools necessary to go on and do outstanding original research and present that research 
in the format used by professional historians. To that end, you should have a first-rate 
ability to analyze primary sources and critique other scholars’ uses of such sources. 
You should develop the habits of critical reading, clear writing, persuasive speaking, 
and rigorous argument that will prepare you for any future intellectual endeavor in which 
you engage. 

  Pre/Co-requisites: Minimum Sophomore Standing; 3 hrs. HST; HST majors only 
  Concentration: None - Required for History Majors 
3 Hours FIELD, Sean       TR 8:30-9:45 
 

 

 

HST 117A MEDIEVAL URBAN LEGENDS (94960) 
Examines stories that people in medieval Europe believed to be true in spite of obvious 
evidence to the contrary, in order to analyze how and why societies create and cling to 
intellectually improbable interpretations of the world.  For Fall 2019, the class will focus 
on the legend of “Prester John,” which imagined a virtuous and powerful Christian king 
somewhere in Asia or Africa who would help European Christians defeat their enemies; 
and the “Blood Libel”—the preposterous claim that Jews engaged in ritual murder of 
Christian babies as a religious commandment.  We will investigate the origins of these 
two legends in the twelfth century, and trace their later histories and impact on the world 
in which we live today.  
Concentration:  Europe (HI02) 

3 Hours FIELD, Sean       MWF  10:50-11:40 
 

 
HST 136A FRANCE SINCE NAPOLEON (94962) 

When Napoleon was finally exiled to the island of Saint Helena in 1815, France had 
lurched from absolute monarchy to revolution to empire and back to monarchy in the 
previous thirty years.  It remained a country of small-holding peasants and small towns.  
It had a stagnant population and was a huge step behind in the industrial revolution.  In 
the next two centuries, it developed a functioning democratic system and, by the 1990s, 
had become the world's fourth industrial power: a modern, industrial, urban society.  In 
the process, it survived three wars with Germany and eight years of German 
occupation, the gain and loss of empire, and yet more revolutions.  Even as /La Grande 
Nation/ declined as a world power, French culture continued to set the standard in 
fashion, wine, literature, architecture, and film.  Paris remains the most visited city in the 
world.  This course will examine this richly textured history. 
Prerequisites:  Three hours of History  

 Concentration: Europe (HI02) 
3 Hours ZDATNY, Steven      TR  11:40-12:55 
 



Page 5   4/10/2019 

 
HST 139A MODERN GERMANY (94963) 

This course examines modern German history from the unification of the German lands 
(1848-1871) to the immediate post-World War II years. Students will begin by 
considering the process of German unification from the revolutions of 1848 to the 
establishment of the German empire in 1871. They will then consider political, social, 
and cultural life in the German Empire and the origins of World War I. Students will then 
examine the first German (Weimar) Republic from 1919 to 1933, which will include the 
rise of Hitler and National Socialism. They will then study the history of the Third Reich 
and the Holocaust, ending in May 1945, and finish with the period of the Allied 
occupation of Germany between 1945 and 1949. The course will conclude with a brief 
discussion of the beginnings of the two German states that emerged from the rubble of 
World War II and came to embody the postwar division of the world into the two hostile 
blocs of the Cold War. This is not a military history course.  Cross-listed with Holocaust 
Studies HS-139A and JS-196B in Jewish Studies. 
Prerequisites:  Three hours of History  
Concentration: Europe (HI02) 

3 Hours SCHRAFSTETTER, Susanna    MW 3:30-4:45 
 
 
HST 142A D2: NIGERIA ï GIANT OF AFRICA (94063) 

This lecture course explores the history of Nigeria, the most populous nation in Africa.   
In order to provide context for later developments in the twentieth century, we will begin 
long before the creation of the "Nigerian" nation by briefly exploring the history of the 
region's pre-colonial states and societies.   Key themes to be covered include the 
formation and development of Hausa, Yoruba and Igbo political, economic and social 
structures, the nature of pre-colonial state systems, the impact of the Islamic revolution 
in the north and the Yoruba Civil Wars in the south.   We will then move to a 
consideration of colonial rule, including the methods and impact of British rule and the 
nationalist movements that led to Nigerian independence.   The history of independent 
Nigeria will then be examined from 1960 right to the 1990's.   Key themes in this period 
include decolonization and nation building, the collapse of the First Republic, Civil War 
and the role of the military in government and politics.   A central goal of the course will 
be to place the Nigerian experience in the broader context of African history.  
Prerequisites:  Three hours of History  

  Concentration: 
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Prerequisites:  Three hours of History  
  Concentration: Africa, Asia, Middle East, Global (HI04) 
3 Hours ESSELSTROM, Erik     MWF 1:10-2:00 
 
 
HST 160A D2: SEX IN MODERN HISTORY (94966) 

Does human sexuality have a history? If so, what is it and how has that history unfolded 
over the past three centuries? These are the central questions that this course will seek 
to answer. By exploring social, cultural, and medical ideas about human sexuality (and 
gender identity) as well as sexual cultures and practices in both Europe and North 
America, this class will show how the study of sexuality alters our understanding both of 
the human experience and the histories of these two continents. While we will proceed 
chronologically in our exploration, the lectures and discussions for this class will also be 
organized around selected themes/problems and will pay particular attention to the 
ways in which race, class, ethnicity, religion, and understandings of the body affected 
sexual experiences and understandings. Topics to be covered include: the policing of 
sexuality in early modern Europe; sexual subcultures in eighteenth and nineteenth 
century London and Paris; the politics of cross-dressing in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries; transgender lives in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; the 
regulation of prostitution; medicine, law, and the creation of the modern homosexual; 
war and sexuality in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; the development of 
sexology; the rise of heterosexuality as a concept; the impact of Alfred Kinsey; and film 
and modern sexual identities.  
Prerequisites:  Three hours of History  
Concentration: Europe (HI02)/The Americas (HI05) 

3 Hours DESLANDES, Paul      TR 10:05-11:20 

 
 
HST 165A CANADIAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS (95107) 

As Americans, we take our relationship with Canada entirely for granted. Yet present 
peaceful (or, at times, prickly) relations between the two countries belies a long and 
dynamic history of military invasion, trade and investment, bi-national labor struggles, 
an often uneasy defensive alliance in NORAD and NATO, and the aggressive export of 
American popular culture, all of which has shaped the development and character of 
both the U.S. and Canada. Through lectures, readings, film and image, one paper, and 
one research exercise, students will explore the rich political, economic and cultural 
Canadian-American interrelationship from the American Revolution to the present. 
There will be a midterm exam and final exam. Students may elect to participate in a 
three-day field trip to Ottawa. 
Prerequisites:  Three hours of History  

  Concentration: The Americas (HI05) 
3 Hours MASSELL, David      TR 11:40-12:55 

 

 

HST 172A TOWN & CITY IN 18TH C AMERICA: SOCIAL HST (94967) 
In this course students will study Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Charleston and 
their evolution from town settlements to major port cities in eighteenth-century British 
North America.  Each of these communities played varied and important roles in the 
economic growth of the British Atlantic Empire. They were each regional centers of 
cultural, social, economic, and political development within the thirteen North American 
colonies.  Through secondary and primary source readings, students will examine daily 
life, work, religion, education, entertainment, government, economy, law, and 
community development.   Using newspapers and other contemporary documents 
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available through two on-line databases, America’s Historical Newspapers and Early 
American Imprints, students will have the opportunity to research and produce a project 
on a specific topic of interest. Course work also includes exams and short essays based 
on lecture/reading materials and in-class discussion sessions on the weekly readings. 
Prerequisites:  Three hours of History 
Concentration: 



Page 8   4/10/2019 

between manuscript and print culture, starting chronologically with the development of 
the “university” book in the thirteenth century, moving through the transition from script 
to print in the fifteenth century, and continuing on through developments in the history of 
the printed book in the early modern era. 

 
In Fall 2019, students will be working with an augmented collection of primary-source 
materials, including both manuscript and early printed books in the Silver Special 
Collections Library and a large number of medieval and early modern manuscript books 
on temporary loan to Special Collections. The course will also include in-class 
presentations given by several medievalists on the UVM faculty and a conference near 
the end of term in which students, UVM faculty, and three distinguished visiting scholars 
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HST 284A SEMINAR IN VERMONT HISTORY (95831) 
In an age of globalism, why study the history of a very small place? One answer is that 
even people living in small isolated places experienced big historical changes.  
Vermonters, for example, felt the full impact of nineteenth-century industrialization—and 
of twentieth-century de-industrialization. They experienced urban blight and rural 
isolation. They struggled for and against the centralization of state power. They helped 
to craft the racial ideology of eugenics in the 1920s, and the counterculture of the 
1960s. 
 
But there is a still more important reason why the study of Vermont is rewarding: the 
extraordinary collection of local archives at UVM offers students at every level a perfect 
opportunity to conduct original research. In this course, you will be working directly with 
primary sources, many of which have scarcely been touched by any historian before 
you. 
   
The seminar will include weekly discussions and presentations based on shared 
readings, but the major work of the course will be a substantial essay based on original 
primary documents.  Cross-listed with VS-284. 
Prerequisites: 12 hours History; Junior, Senior or Grad standing 
Concentration: The Americas (HI05) 

3 Hours BROWN, Dona      T 4:35-7:35 
 
 
HST 301A GRADUATE HISTORIOGRAPHY (95013) 

This course provides an introduction to the study of history at the graduate level. We will 
explore the history of the historical profession and the development of historical 
scholarship using readings that focus on a variety of time periods, geographies, and 
themes. Students will gain experience working with multiple genres common in the 
historical profession, including monographs, journal articles, and book reviews, among 
others. The course will also help students develop practical library and computer skills 
relevant to historical study. The course is both reading- and writing-intensive, and active 
student participation during in-class discussions is expected. 
Prerequisite: Graduate Students Only 

3 Hours PHELPS, Nicole      M 4:05-7:05 
 
 
HST 391A MASTERôS THESIS RESEARCH (91651) 
  Pink Special Course Form Required  

Prerequisite: History Graduate students only. Instructor Permission Required. 
1-6 Hours PHELPS, Nicole      TBA    
 

 

HST 391B MASTERôS THES
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HST 391D MASTERôS THESIS RESEARCH (91936) 
  Pink Special Course Form Required 

Prerequisite: History Graduate students only. Instructor Permission Required. 
1-6 Hours BUCHANAN, Andrew     TBA 
 

 

HST 391E MASTERôS THESIS RESEARCH (91937) 
  Pink Special Course Form Required 

Prerequisite: History Graduate students only. Instructor Permission Required. 
1-6 Hours FIELD, Sean       TBA 
 

 
HST 395A LATIN AMERICA: HST AND MEMORY (95659) 

This course covers the history of several Latin American nations in the 20th century, as 
told in memoirs, autobiographies and testimonials. Through the words of witnesses to 
historical events, we will explore the recent histories of Guatemala, Nicaragua, Cuba, 
Argentina and Mexico, and consider the larger historical contexts in which these texts 
were produced. Throughout the course, we will also consider the particular perspectives 
of each of the authors, in terms of their political ideologies, gender and/or cultural and/or 
class identities, and above all, their motivations for writing (both stated and unstated). 
This course will also explore the theoretical and methodological issues raised by this 
particular type of historical source/literary genre. Throughout the course, we will discuss 
the questions of historical sources and research that are raised by these books. For 
instance: where do we draw the line between primary and secondary sources? How do 
we productively analyze works that blur the lines between literature and primary 
document? What strategies should we employ in reading and analyzing memoirs as 
historical sources? This is a reading-intensive course that requires an original, historical 
research paper as the final project.  
Prerequisites: Junior, Senior or Graduate standing, 12 hours of history. 
Concentration: The Americas (HI05) 

3 Hours OSTEN, Sarah      T 1:15-4:15 
 
 

HST 397B SPECIAL READINGS & RESEARCH (91885) 
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HST 397E SPECIAL READINGS & RESEARCH (93520) 


