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GEOG 50: GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTS & CULTURES 
Spring 2020 – 3 Credits 

MWF 1:10 to 2:00pm, Lafayette L108 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

This course offers an introduction to Geography from global, regional, and place-based perspectives. Over the term, we will examine 
social and environmental transformations that arise from interactions between natural systems and human activities. More generally, 
the course encourages students to “think geographically” and critically about global processes and their various social, political and 
environmental impacts. This course provides students with instruction, resources and opportunities to: 1) acquire geographic 
concepts and tools; 2) gain awareness of numerous processes and themes that shape places across the planet; and, 3) adopt a multi-
disciplinary, place-based approach to understanding Earth’s people and places. 

This course aims to:  
• Provide a global comparative framework for understanding political, economic, and environmental systems. 
• Demonstrate how society and nature are linked through co-productive and co-evolutionary processes. 
• Offer foundational perspectives on the different meanings and practices of “diversity”. 
• Offer foundational perspectives on the different meanings and practices of “sustainability”. 

 
This course reinforces the “Four Sustainability Learning Outcomes”: 

• Students can have an informed conversation about the multiple dimensions and complexity of sustainability. (knowledge 
category) 
• Students can evaluate sustainability using an evidence-based disciplinary approach and integrate economic, ecological, and 
social perspectives. (skills category) 
• Students think critically about sustainability across a diversity of cultural values and across multiple scales of relevance from 
local to global. (values category) 
• Students, as members of society, can recognize and assess how sustainability impacts their lives and how their actions 
impact sustainability. (personal domain) 

 
At the completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 • Better understand the planet’s physical and cultural diversity and be able to analyze world events in terms of that diversity. 
 • Have an informed discussion about the multiple dimensions of political, economic, and environmental challenges.  

• Evaluate sustainability using an evidence-based disciplinary approach and integrate economic, environmental, and social    
perspectives. 
• Think critically about sustainability across a diversity of cultural values and across multiple scales of relevance from local to 
global. 
 

Pre-requisites:  None 

General Education:  This course satisfies the Diversity Category Two (D2) and Sustainability (SU) requirements. 
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2. Additional required readings will be posted on Blackboard  
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Assignment 1: Drawing on course content regarding recycling and electronic waste, the goal of this assignment is to conduct a week-
long self-assessment of 
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Readings: Students are expected to complete assigned reading before class. Often, lecture content will differ from what is in your text, 
with the textbook serving as a valuable backdrop to lecture material. Occasionally, additional readings outside the textbook will be 
assigned. 
 
Reading Guides: To help students navigate required textbook readings, reading guides are posted on the course Blackboard site. Like 
the lecture guides, readings guides feature key terms and concepts students are expected to know for exams. 
 
 

GEOG 50 Course Schedule Spring 2020 
Note:  This schedule is subject to change due to scheduling logistics and solicited student input. 

 

Week Day Date Topic Readings Assignment 

1 

Mon 1/13 1. Course Introduction Syllabus  

THEME 1: INTRODUCING GEOGRAPHY 

Module 1: What is Geography and why is it important? 

Wed 1/15 2. What is Geography? 

Textbook CHS 1 & 2; 
Lewis and Maslin 
(2015), Bradley (2019) 

 

Fri 1/17 3. Key Concepts in Human Geography: Space, Place, 
and Scale 

 

2 

Mon 1/20 
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