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GEOG 173 / ENVS 143: Political Ecology 
Syllabus - Spring 2020 – 3 Credits 
MW 3:30 to 4:45 Lafayette L200 

 
Harlan Morehouse 

Harlan.Morehouse@uvm.edu 
Office: 208 Old Mill 

Office Hours: M/F 11:30am to 12:45pm; or by appointment

Course Description: 
This course explores how politics shape our understandings of and interactions with various forms and ideas of nature. 
By way of theoretical inquiry and case study analysis, the course offers insight into the complex relations between 
nature and society and introduces students to key concepts in the field of political ecology.  
 
This course relies on an interdisciplinary approach to political and ecological issues, drawing primarily from geography, 
anthropology, and environmental theory. In recognizing the urgency of the contemporary political-ecological 
moment, this course aims to strike a balance between theory and application in order to not only think through 
immense environmental challenges, but also to craft interventions toward just and equitable ends. Course materials 
reflect the wide-range of political-ecological concerns as well as the diverse approaches to understanding them. The 
format of this course is a lecture-discussion hybrid. 
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Remaining readings will be posted in digital format on Blackboard. From time to time I will also post a question or set of 
topics I’d like you to focus on as you read. You are expected to take detailed notes on each of the readings and to keep 
these notes handy for the duration of the course.  

Assessment Guidelines (Specific instructions and rubrics will be posted in Blackboard) 

Course Grading* 
A+: 97-100%; A: 93-96.9%; A-: 90-92.9; B+: 87-89.9; B: 83-86.9; B-: 80-82.9;  
C+: 77-79.9%; C: 73-76.9%; C-: 70-72.9%: D+: 67-69.9; D: 63-66.9; D-: 60-62.9: F: below 60% 

*Warning letters: Student earning a D+ or lower in class will receive a warning letter suggesting they seek out 
ways to improve their work or consider withdrawing from class. If you and your advisor receive one of these 
letters, please ask Prof. Morehouse for assistance in improving your work. 
 
Class Attendance & Participation                    
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GEOG 173 Course Schedule Spring 2020 

NOTE:  This is subject to change due to scheduling logistics and solicited student input. 

Week Day Date Topic 






