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Stereochemistry: Determining R/S designations as well as E/Z. Understanding the difference between different types of 

stereoisomers (enantiomers/diastereomers) and being able to correctly identify the stereochemical relationship between 

compounds (i.e. are they diastereomers, enantiomers, constitutional isomers, different molecules, etc.).  

 

Keys to Success 

 Do not try to cram!  

 Work as many practice problems as possible. Practice problem reinforce the new concepts and are the only 

way to test your understanding of the material. There are many organic chemistry textbooks in the library and 

they all cover similar material. Work problems in other books once you have finished the problems in our book.  

 Do not look at a problem’s answer until you have really tried the problem. After seeing the answer, it often seems 

obvious and you may assume you understand.  

 When you get a problem wrong, try to understand where your thinking was in error and attempt to identify what 

concept you missed.  

 You will see many new concepts in this course. Try to write out an explanation of the concepts in your own words 

as if explaining them to someone else.  

 Ask questions! Come to office hours or make an appointment with me or your T.A. to resolve any questions 

early!  

 






