
                
                  
             

Spring 2021 Alexander.Wurthmann@uvm.edu 

Welcome to Organic Chemistry. The reactions and structures you learn throughout this semester are cumulative 
and will be applied to discussions later in the semester and into the spring. 

AIMS: This is a sequential class; successful completion of Chem 141 is a requirement. Skills from that course 
will be required in Chem 142. At the end of this course a competent student will have developed skills and 
knowledge that will allow them to answer the following questions:-
I:- Recognize the atoms and bonding present in common functional groups, their resultant chemical properties 
and likely reactions. 
II:- Be able to create rational curved-arrow mechanisms to predict the likely products of reactions. 
Students that can combine these skills will be most successful, as this skillset will allow them to communicate 
with scientists in many other fields. 

INCLUSION STATEMENT: It is my intent to create a learning environment within which everyone is treated 
respectfully and has a fair opportunity to succeed. In line with that, I intend to enthusiastically welcome you all; 
wherever you are from, who you are, what you look like or what your beliefs are. 

Organic chemistry is challenging. And yet, I think we can approach it with a fun, open mindset. I will probably 
laugh at some of my own mistakes and/or the challenges of being a human. However, I will not tolerate behavior 
or communications that marginalize anyone. We are here to work together to learn chemistry to solve problems 
and better understand the world around us.  aro�ourself. Videos of the lectures will be posted as a tab on the Teams General 

page, after class each day. You can join the meeting through the Teams Calendar or the link that will be emailed 
to you. The Chat tends to get clogged after a couple of lectures, so I will send out invites on a weekly basis. The 
class notes will be posted on Blackboard. 

Section A 10:50AM-11:40AM Mon/Wed/Fri 
Section B 3:30PM-4:45PM Mon/Wed 

OFFICE HOURS: I am happy to meet, get to know you, chat about your challenges and resolve topics from 
class. I suggest you email me two times that would work for you and we can meet on Teams. 

WEEKLY REVIEW: Starting Thursday 2/4 I will host a Review in Innovation E105, and on Teams, at 6pm. I 
will post a few problems on Blackboard for us to chat about. 

EXAMS: Exams will be posted on Blackboard. You will have 2hrs within a 24hr period to complete the 
exam. 

Exam 1 March 4th 
Exam 2 April 1st 
Exam 3 April 29th 
Final Exam May 13-18th TBD 

ONLINE HOMEWORK: We will be using TopHat Learning for graded quizzes associated with the lectures. 
These must be completed by 11:55pm on the due date, no late quizzes for any reason. Sign-up on TopHat 
course code 079748 ($50 for one semester, $65 for both Chem 141/142) 



            
         

    
      

                   
                    

  

           
      

                  
                     

                    
    

             

     
        
       
            
          
         
         
          
         

  




