
CHEM 201: Advanced Chemistry Laboratory
Chem 201 Syllabus  - Spring 2017
Course Description:

What the UVM Catalogue says about CHEM 201 - Advanced Chemistry Laboratory:  "Discussion and laboratory experiments
using spectroscopy techniques (m





Get info

Lab oral presentation:

Communication skills are critical to success in a career in science. Everyone has to pr esent their work during their careers. H ere is



CHEM 201: Advanced Chemistry Laboratory
Chem 201 Lab Reports: What is required
The five written lab reports comprise 75% of your grade.   Thus, the

preparation of the lab repo rts is expected to take a significant amount of yo ur time spent in the course.  For the wise student ,
much of the time spent should be spent prior to the lab:

Understanding the goals of the lab and what will happen in the lab before you get there1. 
Learning the underlying chemis try to be done in the lab2. 
Learning the principles of the instrumentation to be used3. 
Thinking about what data sets are to be acquired4. 
Thinking about what calculations will be performed5. 
And thinking about what interpretation s can be made from the calculations.6. 

Your written reports should reflect mastery of these points for each lab.

Each formal, written lab report is due 2 weeks after the lab is sch eduled to have been completed. Submit your reports directly to
the TA in charge of the lab.

The Good News and the Bad News:

The bad news : you lose 1 point (2% of your grade) for each w eekday-day that you are late, where 10% represents a
change in letter grade.
The good news : you receive 1 bonus point fo r each weekday-day that you hand in your lab report ahead of the due date .

The format we use for the written reports is as close as we can make it to the format that you would use if you were submitting  a
manuscript for publication to a journal.   The skills you will develop in writing these reports will carry over to anything  else you do
in science beyond this course.  Good writing skills are as im portant to the successful scientist  as good bench-skills--perhaps more
important because if you cannot communicate e ffectively the results of your  work, they will die of e nnui in the back drawer of a
filing cabinet or in the middle of a du sty 3rd-class journal on a library shelf.

PDF of the instructions  for preparing your lab reports

Yes, it is confusing to organize and write a lab report in manuscript format for the first time.  The problem is organization:  getting
your thoughts organized, getting your data organized, & getting yo ur words in an organized fashion.   Probably the most difficu lt
part is figuring out which of all the data you collected in a lab should be included in Tables and Figures and which are
supplementary and should only be included as Appendix material.  That's where the organization part comes in.  The only way to
get organized is by trying.  It will get ea sier as you write up successive laboratories.






