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Components 
1. Oral presentation.  Will occur at the end of the semester (see time table at the end) 

during our regularly scheduled seminar period.  Two presentations will occur per seminar 
period. You will be expected to speak for 25 minutes.  If your talk is substantially 
shorter, you will be penalized in your grade.  You also cannot go over 30 minutes due to 
the constraints of the room schedule.  There will be a period of 5 minutes for the audience 
to ask questions at the end of your seminar.  The presentation will be professionally 
prepared and presented using Microsoft PowerPoint (or other software such as Apple 
Keynote). 

2. Written synopsis.  As a synopsis, the written paper will summarize the key elements of 
your talk. The written paper is described later and will be 5-10 pages in length.  The 
paper is to be submitted and distributed to the faculty ahead of your talk. 

1) Choosing a topic 
First and foremost, the goal of a seminar should be to teach the audience something new and 

interesting. Answers to the 4 most common questions: 
1. Yes, the topic you choose must be relevant to CHEMISTRY!  Avoid topics that focus on 

applications of chemistry in other fields that don’t contain significant discussion of 
chemistry.   

2. Yes, everyone who attends your seminar presentation is very interested in learning new 
chemistry.   

3. No, neither the faculty nor the graduate students that will listen to your talk “already 
know it all”. Some topics that seem simple may not be. 

4. Yes, it will be boring if your topic is overly narrow or shallow.  You need to have 
enough breadth and depth in your material to tell a good story, and it needs to have 
enough interest for a broad range of listeners. 

Chemistry should be a key component of your talk.  For example, a survey of drugs recently 
approved by the FDA would be a poor topic. On the other hand, an in-depth discussion about the 
chemical basis of a disease state and how specific drugs act within cells at a biochemical level to 
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