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Figure 1—With the spread of West Nile virus, mosquitoes are more than a 
nuisance for wildland firefighters.

FireT he Missoula Technology and Development Center was asked whether insect repellants containing N,N-diethyl-3-methylbenzamide (DEET) could affect the flame-resistant material (Nomex) in clothing worn by many wildland firefighters. Firefighters often are exposed to high populations of mosquitoes while working in the field. 
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