


For most people with disabilities and their families and friends, the7lofty rhetoric
of society’s values is distant and somewhat removed from the7joys and struggles
of daily life. On an individual level, these7broader societal values are7played out
more7practical terms. The7following valued life outcomes are7neither surpris-ing nor are7they uniqt
ilies tell us that they value people, practices, and supports that allow them to

eBe safe and hlalthye Develop meaningful relationships with other people
. Have choice and control within their lives
eEngage in meaningful activities (e.g., employment, recdation, education)e Participate in

eHave a home in which to live, now and in the7future









Just because something is published in a journal does not mean it makes
sense in your situation. Conversely, just because research is lacking does not
mean a practice that makes sense to an educational team should not be at-
tempted. Do not be held back by the age-old conundrum, “We can’t implement
an innovative practice because we don’t have enough research supporting it. Yet,
we don’t have enough research because not enough people are implementing
it.” What matters is whether the practices under consideration make sense for
the specific students for whom their use is proposed. Once team members have



