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Parette, Hourcade, and Brimer's article on "Degree of Involvement and Young 
Children with Cerebral Palsy" in the Spring ( 1996) issue of Physical Disabilities: 
Education and Related Services is filled with questionable assumptions about 
children with disabilities, the nature of special education and related services, 
and how we should approach accountability. In their first paragraph, the au
thors revealed their bias that the goal of special education and related servic
es is "ameliorating the inherent emotional, mental and or physical 
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2 PHYSICAL DISABILITIES: EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES 

Parette et aJ. express concerns about unchecked proliferation of related 
services; we share this concern. Unfortunately, their alternative to the preva
lent "more-is-better" approach to decision making is an equally unacceptable 
"return-on-investment" model (Giangreco, 1996b). 
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LIMITATIONS TO DOI 3 

The determination to provide related services must be based on an 
assessment of each child's individual needs. Thus, any guidelines 
or policies that categorically deny related services to severely dis
abled students would violate the requirements of Regs.300.5 
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