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Extending the "Comfort Zone" to Include 
Every Child 

MICHAEL F. GIANGRECO 
University of Vermont 

In this issue's feature article, the study con-
ducted by Buysse, Wesley, Keyes, & Bailey 
(1996), presents some results that I suspect 
few people wil l find surprising, namely that 
the general early childhood teachers they stud-
ied tended to be less comfortable serving chil-
dren who had the most severe or profound 
disabilities. On one hand, I concur with the 
authors that there is potential value in iden-
tifying the various levels of comfort teachers 
have with their students and understanding 
the self-reported sources of teacher discom-
fort (e.g., leg functioning, muscle tone, ap-
propriate behavior). I was encouraged by the 
study participants' suggestions that comfort-
level data, based on child characteristics, be 
used by teachers as a "self-evaluation tool 
. . . to examine their own attitudes and feel-
ings regarding children with disabilities" and 
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of adults in our community. Giving
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