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Making Related Service Decisions for
Students with Severe Disabilities: Roles,
Criteria, and Authority

Michael F. Giangrecb
University of Vermont

Effective delivery of related services requires a shared
Jramework for decision making among educators, re-
lated service personnel, and families. This framework
may be characterized by (a) the roles of related service
professionals, (b) the criteria used to make related serv-
ice decisions, and (c) the authority for making decisions.

Dz;ﬂ'erences among team members regarding roles. cri-

such cross-disciplinary relationships represented both a
solution and a problem. Although related services
(EHCA, §1401 [17], 1975) were designed to enhance
appropriate educational programming, the involvement

- of many disciplines (e.g., occupational therapy, physical

therapy, speech/language pathology) also has resulted
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Table {
Rankings of Related Service Roles Used for Students with Severe Disabilities .
N Special Occupational Physical Communication
2‘-,—6?{12 l;a:rsnss educators therapists therapists specialists
- n= 100 n=46 n=37 n=7T1
Rank M (SD) M (SD) M@SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD)
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. Occupational : . Communication
Overall Parents Special edmntoxs . Physical therapists L
N =312 n =58 n= 100 therapists n=37 specialists
n=46 n=171
Rank M (SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD)
1 Educational Educational Educationai Student age Educational Absence of overlap
program program program program
8.57 (1.95) . 8.95 (2.11) 8.61(1.89) 8.78 (1.52) 8.59 (1.89) 8.37 (1.66)
2 Absence of Absence of Absence of Educational Student age Student age
B B
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) 8.34 (1.94) 8.59 (2.04) 8.27 (2.10) 8.52 (1.85) 8.49 (1.71) 8.21 (2.06)
3  Student age Severity of Student age - Absence of History & Educational
impairment overiap prognosis program
8.05 (2.32) 7.48 (3.34) 7.57 (2.87) 8.48 (1.85) 7.97 (1.76) 8.18 (2.00)
4  Severity of Student age Severity of History & Absence of History &
impairment impairment prognosis overlap prognosis
6.87 (2.61) 7.22(3.42) 7.44 (2.65) 717 (2.73) 7.97 (2.06) 792 2.24)
History & History & History & Sevcnty of Seyerity of Sevemv of
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ANOVA and Post Hoc R Ta‘l:;e ; ine Decisi ' Maki democratic (one vote one person) approach to decision
and Post Hoc Resu egarding sion ng . ; . :
Authority Perceptions Held by Related Service Providers, fmaking can be problematic for both parents and profes
Parents, and Educators sionals. Either form of decision making may encourage N
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