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Children Who Are Deaf-Blind:
A “National Interest Requiring

National Action”
John Reiman

Teaching Research Division 
Western Oregon State College

Pres i dent Clinton, in his re cent State of the Un ion
ref er ence to the role of the fed eral gov ern ment in
do mes tic pol icy, cited “na tional ac tion in the na -
tional in ter est” as one way of de fin ing fed eral re -
spon si bil ity.  With full aware ness of the
im pend ing ex tinc tion of OSEP’s here to fore con -
certed ef fort to serve chil dren who are deaf-blind, I
re al ized upon hear ing this that we in the
deaf-blind com mu nity (peo ple who are
deaf-blind, their fam i lies, and the pro fes sion als
who serve them) are faced with a her cu lean task.
WE must de fine and de fend for the na tion’s lead -
ers—and in short or der—how the cur rently man -
dated (IDEA - Sec tion 622) and struc tured (Ser vices 
for Children with Deaf-Blindness Pro gram) fed -
eral pro gram to chil dren who are deaf-blind serves
na tional in ter ests.  We must vig i lantly await the
soon-to-be dis closed de tails of how pro posed ex ec -
u tive and leg is la tive changes will af fect the fed eral
deaf-blind ser vices pro gram.  Then, equipped with 
what we know and feel, we must write and speak
out to en sure the pro gram’s in teg rity and vi tal ity.

A rag ing bi par ti san ex ec u tive and leg is la tive “re -
duce gov ern ment” jug ger naut threat ens to erase 30
years of prog ress in the evo lu tion of ser vices to
chil dren who are
deaf-blind and re -
turn us to the dark
ages of state and lo -
cal choice.  As the
plan ap pears to be
un fold ing, the
choice as to whether
and how to serve
these chil dren will
ba si cally fall to the
states; this choice, if
the past can in struct
us, does no more than to marginalize hope for a
bright fu ture.  We are as sured by De part ment of
Ed u ca tion (DOE) lead ers that their ba sic com mit -
ment to chil dren who are deaf-blind is in tact and
that a “base fund ing floor” ex ists in the foun da tion
of the fu ture to make good on this com mit ment. 
As sur ances lead us to be lieve that DOE is de voted
to these chil dren’s (and their fam i lies’) learn ing
and ser vice needs.  Re cent rum blings from Wash -
ing ton, how ever, raise se ri ous ques tions as to the

sub stance and in teg rity of such as sur ances.  Will
the plank con sist of more than “lip-service,” sim -
ply sug gest ing to newly ho mog e nized tech ni cal
as sis tance cen ters and broad-scope re search ers that 
they not for get these chil dren?  Will the $12.8 mil -
lion cur rently ded i cated to chil dren and youth
(birth–21) who are deaf-blind, fall prey to the
de-categorization frenzy that ho mog e nizes
cross-disability dis tinc tions and ser vice pro gram -
ming?  Will the iden tity and unique needs of chil -
dren who are deaf-blind be down played or lost? 
In fact, to be sure that the “base floor” has sub -
stance and winds-up as more than win dow dress -
ing, we—the deaf-blind com mu nity—need to be
heard.  And, to re peat, what we need to ar tic u late is
how and why con tin u a tion of the De part ment’s
ded i cated pro gram for our coun try’s 10,000 chil -
dren who are deaf-blind is in the na tional in ter est.

First, al though it may not play well in to day’s po lit -
i cal arena (where too many see dis ad van tage as
self-inflicted), it is in our na tional in ter est to pro -
tect and en hance the lives of young cit i zens, who
by vir tue of not be ing able to see and hear, fre -
quently ex pe ri ence iso la tion and re quire ex traor di -
nary sup port.  It is in our na tional in ter est, as
hu mans and as a peo ple, to rec og nize and re spond
to one an other’s hu man needs, not as a re flec tion of 
some no ble al tru ism or pa ter nal is tic pa tron age, but 
sim ply be cause we care.  Yet some how, this car ing
threat ens to be come lost in our zeal to re-invent
gov ern ment.  When we hear House Speaker
Gingrich speak out against the re cent ex cesses of
fed er ally funded “eco nomic and so cial nannyism,” 
many of us re flex ively re solve to rid our lives of

gov ern ment.  But for
many chil dren who
are deaf-blind, to rid
their lives of the fed -
eral gov ern ment
would be to rid their
lives of the only
iden ti fi able and ac -
count able re source
with ad e quate
means to make a real 
dif fer ence.  Spe -

cifically, the fed eral gov ern ment, through the U.S.
De part ment of Ed u ca tion’s Ser vices for Children
with Deaf-Blindness Pro gram, cares to the tune of
$12.8 mil lion.  Re move these dol lars or float them
into over all pro gram ming for chil dren with dis -
abil i ties, and ac tive car ing that is ca pa ble of mak -
ing a dif fer ence in the life of a child who is
deaf-blind will be re placed by the be nign ne glect
char ac ter is tic of ap proaches of the early 1900s.

“...it is in our na tional in ter est to
pro tect and en hance the lives of
young cit i zens, who by vir tue of
not be ing able to see and hear, fre -
quently ex pe ri ence iso la tion and
re quire ex traor di nary sup port”
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Institute #1 - Summer Institute

Con tent: Over view of ba sic anat omy of the au di -
tory and vi sual sys tem, eti ol o gies of hear ing and
vi sion loss, func tional hear ing and vi sion eval u a -
tions and im pli ca tions for in struc tion.

Institute #2 - Winter Institute

Con tent: Over view of ori en ta tion and mo bil ity
strat e gies for in di vid u als with deaf-blindness and
im pli ca tions for in struc tion.

Institute #3 - Spring Institute

Con tent: Over view of com mu ni ca tion in ter ven tion 
for in di vid u als with deaf-blindness and im pli ca -
tions for in struc tion.

These in sti tutes were of fered in three dif fer ent lo -
ca tions across the state to en sure state wide avail -
abil ity for par tic i pants.  Sev eral pro ject per son nel
ad dressed this same is sue of state wide avail abil ity 
through rep li ca tion of the in sti tute in var i ous lo ca -
tions across a state.

Team Attendance
Some pro jects have found great suc cess in pro mot -
ing team at ten dance (e.g., two or more staff mem -
bers from the same school build ing or dis trict). 
At ten dance at an in sti tute typ i cally in volves only
one per son who then re turns to at tempt to in cor -
po rate new knowl edge or im ple ment new skills. 
Working merely from notes and ma te ri als, the in -
di vid ual, es sen tially, is work ing in iso la tion.  It is
no won der lim ited im ple men ta tion re sults.  The
teams, on the other hand, ap pear to have a much
greater po ten tial for im ple ment ing con tent in for -
ma tion along with pro cess strat e gies and, there -
fore, cre at ing pos i tive im pact.

Follow-up Activities
Limited im ple men ta tion of strat e gies and in for -
ma tion by par tic i pants fol low ing their at ten dance
at an in sti tute may be due in part to “hit and run”
style in sti tutes.  An ex am ple of a hit and run in sti -
tute is (a) a pre sen ta tion of strat e gies re lated to
con tent with out in for ma tion on how to in cor po -
rate those strat e gies into ex ist ing in struc tional
pro grams and school site struc tures, and (b) fol -
low-up is not con ducted to as sist in the im ple men -
ta tion of strat e gies pre sented dur ing the in sti tute. 
The ex pec ta tion that par tic i pants can im ple ment
strat e gies upon re turn to their schools, agen cies, or 
com mu ni ties with out ad di tional  is faulty.  
With out fol low-up re sults vary from par tial -
ple men ta tion to time-limited im ple men ta tion ostrat e gies to no im ple 4  Tw ( pla tion) Tj
0.0287  Tc 0.0906  Tw ( at all.) Tj
0905m  Tw ( ) Tj
260.3909 653.2488  TD 0.0704  Tc -0.19  Tw (Since in) Tj
0.0545  Tc -2.8043  Tw ( clud ing) Tj
0.0139  Tc -0.1337  Tw ( 216 Tj
0.0564  Tc -2.8063  Tw ( low-up) Tj
0.0457  Tc -0.165  Tc -0.9w ( tech) Tj
0.0488  Tc -2.7987  Tw ( ni cal) Tj
0.058up).1784  Tw ( as) Tj
0.0706  Tc -2.8204  Tw ( sis tance) Tj
0.06l ac-

tiv i tit e 0.0394  Tc 0.63-0.1w ( into the ac) Tj
0.1029  Tc -2.8526  Tw ( tion) Tj
0.0505  Tc 0.595  Tw ( plan can lead to in) Tj
0.0725  Tc -2.8223  Tw ( crease) Tj
-6.4821  Tc 0  Tw (d) Tj
0 -11.7im pact and achieve ment of mean o t h  j 
 0 . 0 6 1 7   T c  - 2 . 8 1 1 5   T w  (  c o m e s )  T j 
 - 2 . 5 1 pro vid ing fol6  Tw ( f  Tc -2.8063  Tw ( l063 3  Tw ( l Tj
0.0633  Tc -0.18ac)w ( strat) Tj
0.0217  Tc -2.7717  Tw ( estrats) Tj
0.0625  Tc -0.1821  Tw ( be) Tj
0.061th j115  Tw ( c8115) Tj
0.0406  Tc -0.2799  Tw ( an es) Tj
0.0544  Tc -2.6847  Tw ( sen ) Tj
238. Tw (-) 0  TD -0.0765  Tc 0  Tw (-) Tj
-238.en )-11.7164  TD 0.0611  Tc -0.9578  Tw (tial part of the 595n) Tj
0.088th j384  Tw ( niud
0.0048  Tc -0.842  Tw ( pro) Tj
0.0489  Tc -2.799  Tc -2.8 ( cess.) Tj
0.0615  Tc -0.80486 Tw ( P.1784t in) Tj
0.0456  Tc -2.7955  Tw ( sti tute) Tj
0.0938  Tc -0.9306  Tw ( par) Tj
0  Tc -2.52  Tc -2 ) Tj
238.en )1535  Tc 0  Tw (-) 0765 2  Tc -2 53tic i pants found the foni 55e lowro d in39  Tc 0.1054.11 the 216 2.806  Tw ( f  ( -2.8063p) T9
0.06l) Tj
0.10.0512  Tw ( ac) Tj
0.06704c -2.8118Tc -2.852vw (tiie) Tj
-4.42en ben e fi c Tc -2.823.

• On-site consultation with a mini-inservice
training session (i.e., a follow-up site visit by a
consultant with feedback on the
implementation of the action plan goals
combined with a presentation to supplement
content information presented during the
institute)

• On-site consultation (i.e., a follow-up site visit
by a consultant with feedback on the
implementation of action plan goals)

• Videotape review consultation (i.e., follow-up
technical assistance conducted through
consultant review of a videotape provided by
the participant.  The consultant provides the
participant with written feedback on the
implementation of the action plan goals)

Application and Practice
The op por tu nity to learn through ap pli ca tion,
prac tice, and im me di ate feed back is an other ap -
proach that pro duces im ple men ta tion and im pact.  
Con ducting an in sti tute that in cor po rates prac tice
re quires care ful plan ning.  The in sti tute will need
to co in cide with the school year so an ap pro pri ate
prac tice site will be avail able.  Prac tice-based in sti -
tutes of ten pro duce an un ex pected ben e fit for the
train ing site in the form of ac com mo dat ing the
needs of ad di tional chil dren and ser vice pro vid ers 
due to the in struc tion avail able.

Action Plans
Finally, 307.11 pro ject per son nel agreed that the
cre ation of a clearly con tracted ac tion plan by par -
tic i pants was an ef fec tive ap proach to en sur ing
post-institute im ple men ta tion.  An ac tion plan
pro vides in for ma tion on (a) what knowl edge and
skills pre sented at the in sti tute are planned for im -
ple men ta tion, (b) the an tic i pated out comes, (c)
how the im ple men ta tion is pro gress ing, (d) who is 
in volved in the im ple men ta tion, and (e) how long
it takes to be im ple mented.  It was noted that ac -
tion plans should be de vel oped as an on go ing pro -
cess dur ing an in sti tute.  Ac tion plans of ten
re quire re fine ment and it is better to have this oc -
cur dur ing the in sti tute than as the con clud ing ac -
tiv ity of the in sti tute.  This on go ing pro cess
pro vides par tic i pants the op por tu nity to plan with 
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We en cour age you to copy and
share in for  ma tion from
Deaf-Blind Per spec tives, but
please pro vide ap pro pri ate ci -
ta tions.
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                                        Im age unavailable

When Heather Whitestone 
was crowned Miss

America in 1995, she
reminded us that nothing

can prevent the
realization of a dream.

Inspired by Helen Keller,
Miss America’s message
of “Face your obstacles,

work hard, and build a
support team” inspires all

people, but is especially
relevant for people who

are deaf-blind...one of the 
most severe disabilities.

Please join the Helen
Keller National Center

along with other agencies
and organizations

worldwide, in celebrating
the 1995 Helen Keller

Deaf-Blind Awareness
Campaign.

Helen Keller National Center Announces
Deaf-Blind Awareness Week, June 24–July 1

Conferences
Sym po sium on Deaf-Blindness: 1995
Aus tin, Texas
June 23–24, 1995

Open to par ents, pro fes sion als, and any one in ter ested
in deaf-blindness. Topics in clude; unique ed u ca tional
and so cial needs, case study in for ma tion, us ing the tac -
tile sense, us ing low vi sion, us ing the au di tory sys tem,
and deaf-blind ser vices in the 1990’s. To gether, fam i lies
and pro fes sion als will dis cuss and show vid eo taped ex -
am ples of prob lems and so lu tions. Reg is tra tion is
$10.00. The num ber of par tic i pants is lim ited to 225
with lim ited out of state avail abil ity.

For more in for ma tion con tact
Beth Sanchez
TSBVI Deaf-Blind Out reach
1100 West 45th Street
Aus tin, TX  78756
(512) 454-8631

Lilli Niel sen Na tional Con fer ence
Novi, Mich i gan
June 19–23, 1995

The Blind Children’s Fund will host a Na tional Con fer -
ence For Ac tive Learning: Turn ing La tent Po ten tial into
Dy namic  Abi l  i ty  for  In  fant ,  Pre  school  and
Multi-Impaired Blind and Vi sually Im paired Children
with noted Dan ish ed u ca tor Dr. Lilli Niel sen. This one
week course will pres ent Dr. Niel sen’s Ac tive Learning
Ap proach. Orig i nal and cre ative new tech niques and
ma te ri als will be in tro duced for ef fec tively pro vid ing
learn ing en vi ron ments for blind, vi su ally im paired,
and multi-impaired chil dren.

For more in for ma tion con tact
Blind Children’s Fund
2875 Northwind Drive Ste 211
East Lan sing, MI  48826-5040
(517) 333-1725
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