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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
    

 

The Vermont Horse Council, in partnership with the UVM College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS), 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Vermont is home to a thriving and diverse equine industry, with horses and ponies a common sight across the 
rural landscape.  Vermont’s equine sector is comprised of both agricultural and recreational pursuits, including 
breeding, training, trail riding, education, and boarding activities, as well as an array of competitive activities.  
Horses are also routinely put to work in Vermont in traditional ways that may be less common in other parts of 
the country, such as logging, and wagon and sleigh rides. 

To a gain a deeper understanding of the size of the industry, and its role and impact in the Vermont economy, 
the Vermont Horse Council, in partnership with the UVM College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) 
undertook this contribution analysis of equine events.  Vermont hosts competitions for a variety of disciplines—
from dressage and eventing to competitive trail riding and combined driving.  Venues range from county 
fairgrounds in Addison and Bradford to the Green Mountain Horse Association’s grounds in South Woodstock 
and the Harold Beebe Farm in East Dorset—offering opportunities for novices and professionals alike.  The dollar 
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While this particular study focuses specifically on equine events held in the state of Vermont, VHC envisions 
conducting a second study to assess the economic contribution of horse ownership and related business 
activities in the state.   

 

SIMILAR STUDIES CONDUCTED IN OTHER STATES 
Previous economic contribution studies have focused on equine events in other locales across the country.  A 
2015 study in Loundon County, Virginia investigated the spending patterns of in-county, in-state, and out-of-
state participants and spectators by surveying over 600 individuals at 12 randomly selected events in 2013. 
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TABLE 2:  VERMONT HORSE EVENT ATTENDANCE ESTIMATES 

 Count Percentage 
Total Number of Events 84 100.00% 

Total number of events at which surveys were conducted 20 23.8% 
Total Estimated Participant Parties 8800 100.00% 

Total Non-Resident Participant Parties 6336 72.00% 
Total Resident Participant Parties 2464 28.00% 

 

Tables 3 and 4 summarize party size and visitation length findings.  The mean party size for Vermont residents 
and non-residents attending equine events was 2 people.  Vermont residents who spent the night away from 
their own home for an event spent a median of 2 days and 2 nights away from home.  Non-Vermont residents 
spent a median of 4 days and 3 nights away from home.   

 

TABLE 3:  MEAN PARTY SIZE OF EQUINE EVENT PARTICIPANTS 

 Mean Party Size 
Non-Resident 2.1 

Resident 1.8 
 

TABLE 4:  LENGTH OF STAY IN LOCAL VERMONT COMMUNITY FOR AN EQUINE EVENT 

 Median Days in VT Community for Event Median Nights in VT Community for Event 
Non-Resident 4 3 

Resident 2 2 
 

EQUINE EVENT PARTICIPANT SPENDING IMPACTS 
Event participants make expenditures on food, lodging, gasoline, shopping, activities, and other services during 
their stay in Vermont.  The estimated average spending of resident and non-resident event participants is 
summarized in Table 5.  While some Vermont residents reported an overnight stay away from their own home 
to attend an event, the average number of nights Vermont residents spent away from their home was 0.44.  
Therefore, per day expenditures and per trip expenditures are considered to be the same for Vermont residents 
in this study.   
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TABLE 5:  EXPENDITURES: AVERAGE PER PARTY SPENDING (2 PEOPLE) PER EVENT 
 

Non-Resident Party, 
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Table 8 illustrates the fiscal impacts of the equine events in Vermont.  The State of Vermont receives over $1.3 
million in tax revenue as a result of equine events.  This does not include the additional local tax revenue that is 
generated.  The majority of these tax funds come from the businesses supporting events and event participants. 

 

TABLE 8:  IMPACT OF EQUINE EVENTS ON VERMONT STATE TAXES, 2018 

Description
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KEY FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS 
 

 

The equine event industry is clearly an important element of the Vermont economy, and has a particularly 
strong impact on a handful of communities that support larger events throughout the spring, summer, and fall 
seasons.  Spending by out-of-state parties participating in equine events generated a total of $21,680,891 in 
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ABOUT THE CENTER FOR RURAL STUDIES 
 

 

The Center for Rural Studies (CRS) is a nonprofit, fee-for-service research organization that addresses social, 
economic, and resource-based problems of rural people and communities.  Based in the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences at the University of Vermont (UVM), CRS provides consulting and research services in Vermont, 
the United States, and abroad.  The research areas are divided into five main areas: Agriculture, Human Services 
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APPENDIX  
 

 

DEMOGRAPHIC AND OTHER SURVEY RESULTS 

TABLE 9: PRIMARY RESIDENCE OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS 

 State Frequency Percent 

Non-VT Resident MA 84 32.4% 
NH 54 20.8% 
NY 33 12.7% 
CT 28 10.8% 

ME 14 5.4% 
PA 8 3.1% 
FL 7 2.7% 

Quebec 7 2.7% 
NJ 6 2.3% 

Ontario 6 2.3% 
VA 2 0.8% 
CA 1 0.4% 
CO 1 0.4% 
GA 1 0.4% 
IA 1 0.4% 
IL 1 0.4% 

MD 1 0.4% 
MO 1 0.4% 
NC 1 0.4% 
RI 1 0.4% 
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SURVEY INSTRUMENT 
 

NAME OF EVENT: 

DATE: 

VOLUNTEER NAME:  

 
Script:  
Hello, my name is _____________________ and I am a volunteer with the Vermont Horse Council.  
 
We are conducting a short survey at a variety of Vermont equine events to better understand the Economic 
Contributions to the State of Vermont.  Even if you rarely attend Vermont events like this today, your responses 
are helpful in our efforts to develop baseline information about the economic impacts of Equine Events on the 
state of Vermont.  Your participation is completely voluntary and no responses will be reported individually.   
 

1. Have you already been asked to answer questions about your participation here at (NAME EVENT) today? 
a. IF YES: Do not continue 
b. IF NO: Do you have about 10 minutes to answer some questions?  If yes, skip to #2 below. 
c. 
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If no, please describe your primary reason: 
 
 

 

3. How many adults from your household are here with you (over 18, including yourself)?  
A household consists of one or more people who live in the same dwelling and also share 
meals or living accommodations.  It may consist of a single family or some other grouping of 
people. 

 

 

4. How many children from your household are here with you (18 and under)? 
See household definition above. 

 

 
 

5. How many days are you in Vermont (including travel time in VT)?   
Please round to the nearest 0.5 days.  (ie 1 day, 1.5 days, 2, 2.5, etc.) 

 

 

6. Are you spending one or more nights in this or a nearby community in Vermont (away from your 
home) in order to attend this event?   
○  Yes ○  No ○  Don’t know 
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8. Please indicate other expenses you have incurred and expect to incur while in Vermont during this 
horse event by specifying the average amount your household spent in each category on a typical day.  
(put 0 if not applicable) 
Activity Average Daily Expenditure 
Food & Drink (restaurants, onsite food, grocery & convenience stores)  
Shopping (gifts, souvenirs, other shopping)  
Visiting area attractions (tours, farmer’s market, museums, science 
centers, mini golf) 

 

Transportation (including maintenance, parking, and fuel for personal 
vehicles) 

 

Other, please describe: 
 

 

 

9. If you are an event competitor or paying the expenses for a competitor, please indicate total expenses 
paid to Vermont vendors and businesses in the following categories for/during the event. (put 0 if not 
applicable) 
 
Expense Total Amount 
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Part 3. Demographic Questions.  
Finally, this last section asks for some brief demographic information. Again, all individual responses are 
confidential.  
 

12. Please indicate the city, county, state, and zip code of your primary residence: 
City: State: 

County:  Zip Code: 






