
JOU 485-401, COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
FALL 2020
Tuesdays, 5:30 to 8 p.m., 241 Blazer Dining or as announced

Instructor: Professor Al Cross, al.cross@uky.edu
Office: Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues, Room 206, BLD
Office hours: 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Tuesdays; face-to-face appointments may be scheduled other days if necessary
Phones: Office 859-257-3744, home 502-223-8525, cell 502-682-2848 (you may call this number at any
time)
Backup office contact: School of Journalism and Media, BLD 102, 859-257-1730

Prerequisites: Journalism 301 or 302

COURSE OVERVIEW

This course examines various aspects of community news media, including editorial and business operations,
and the conflicts that can arise between them, as well as the conflicts between professional responsibilities and
personal preferences that must be managed to be successful in the field. It provides practical experience in
community journalism through independent, advanced reporting and writing, for online and possible print
publication, on public affairs and other topics of public interest in the community of Midway, Kentucky. Student
work may also include podcasts, photography and broadcast journalism. Other objects of examination include
broadcast stations and online news sites in small towns, suburbs and urban neighborhoods, and newspapers
(such as ethnic papers) that serve non-geographic communities of interest. The course emphasizes the editorial
side of news outlets, but also deals with managerial and financial issues (advertising, audience development and
maintenance, etc.) that can have a more direct influence on community journalists than those at metropolitan
media outlets. Guest speakers relate their personal experiences and perspectives as we explore the best way to
teach, learn and practice community journalism in a changing news and technological environment, with
particular attention to the evolving nature of online community journalism. Students will have a wide variety of
choices for reporting and writing stories, some of which may be edited for publication in community
newspapers or the websites and blogs published by the instructor in his role as director of the Institute for Rural
Journalism and Community Issues, part of the School of Journalism and Media. See www.RuralJournalism.org.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Understand the different forms of community journalism and their places in the American news media.
2. Understand the differences and similarities in the practice of news gathering, editing, presentation and other
facets of journalism at the community level and the metropolitan level.
3. Learn the ethical, communitarian principles that should guide journalists at any level, such as accuracy,
fairness, courtesy and diversity, and how those principles can be particularly critical at the community level.
4. Understand the role of community journalism in local democracy.
5. Understand the conflicts between editorial and business operations at community news outlets, the conflicts
that practicing good community journalism can cause in a journalist’s personal life, and how to manage them.
6. Learn the history of community journalism and explore the currently evolving nature of online community
journalism, and how traditional news outlets are adapting to the digital age.
7. Understand the business aspects of community newspapers, including current social, business and
technological challenges.
8. Develop standards of excellence by which you can evaluate the performance of community news outlets.
9. Improve your journalism skills through reporting and writing. This course is platform-agnostic. With
approval of the instructor, you may submit assignments as text stories, audio podcasts, TV packages, or
photographs with narrative captions.

http://www.ruraljournalism.org


MATERIALS AND READINGS

Textbook: None, but students who are serious about community journalism are advised to buy and read
Lauterer, Community Journalism: Relentlessly Local, third edition; and Abernathy, Saving Community
Journalism, both published by the University of North Carolina Press.
Necessary tools: A reporter’s notebook, steno pad or legal pad for reporting, a pencil (pens don’t work well in
the rain), a pen and a reliable audio recording device to ensure accurate quotations and context in your articles.
The recorder should produce digital files that can be transferred and have an input jack for feeds from
telephones, public address systems and so on. Digital recorders should be available at reasonable prices. If you
forget your recorder or it malfunctions, the Voice Memos function on an iPhone or similar applications on other
phones can be used, but iPhone microphones do not produce quality audio unless close to the sound source. You
must NOT rely solely on an iPhone or similar device.
References: A good dictionary and thesaurus; the Associated Press Stylebook (you will be expected to follow
AP style); and The Elements of Style, by Strunk and White, still the best guide to writing for publication.
Regular reading: The Kentucky Kernel; the Lexington Herald-Leader; and (this is mandatory

http://midwayky.blogspot.com
http://www.midwaymessenger.org






This is mandatory. Your presence or absence will be noted at the beginning of each class, and if you are tardy, it
is your responsibility to make sure I have counted you as present. Unexcused tardiness or departure totaling
more than 30 minutes during the semester will be considered an unexcused absence.

Unexcused absences will result in a pro-rata deduction from your grade, but one such absence may be made up
by extra work approved by the instructor. Excused absences may also require makeup work, or documentation
of serious illness, illness or death of immediate family member, university-related trip, major religious holiday
or other circumstances that I find to be reasonable grounds for absence. If you anticipate an absence and believe
it should be excused, you should contact me by telephone or e-mail, then provide documentation.

The University Senate Council, the faculty’s central governing body, has interpreted excused absences for the
Fall 2020 semester to include an excuse from required in-person interactions if the student has been directed to
self-quarantine by the University, a medical professional, public health professional, or government official.

Religious Observances: Religiously observant students who wish or need to be absent on holidays that require
missing class should notify the instructor in writing at the beginning of the semester and discuss, in advance,
acceptable ways of making up any work missed because of the absence.

Disabilities: Any student with a disability who is taking this course and needs an accommodation to complete
the course requirements should discuss the matter with me. Your appeal is to the associate dean and director of
the Disability Resource Center at (859) 257-2754.

For the above and below, read and observe Student Rights and Responsibilities, Section 5.2.4.2.

INTEGRITY

Integrity and honesty are essential to journalism, so any form of lying (orally or in writing, by omission or
commission), plagiarism, fabrication or cheating (looking up answers during a quiz, for example) will result in a
failing grade. Under the university’s policy on academic integrity, you also can be expelled or suspended. If
you face a crisis in living up to this
be
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online news outlets increases. Material from new book, Saving Community Journalism, by Penny
Abernathy. Guest speaker: Judy Clabes,

http://www.spj.org/ethics

