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New report reveals broad interest and potential for growth in student reporting
partnerships

BURLINGTON, Vt. — The Center for Community News at UVM released on Monday a first-ever
nationwide survey on the state of university-public radio news partnerships. Findings revealed
that, while there are 182 university-licensed public radio stations in the U.S., most stations
surveyed do not have reliable reporting partnerships with their host universities and 91% want to
collaborate more.

“Public media stations and U.S. colleges are already aligned on many key values,” said CCN
Director Richard Watts. “Both are mission-driven, with a commitment to educate, enrich, and
strengthen civic engagement. These are natural partnerships that can help fill critical local news
gaps. With this survey, we've identified the untapped potential and obstacles to growth.”

The Center for Community News is working to grow public media-university partnerships around
the country, informed by the success it has documented at stations like KBIA at the University of
Missouri, WUFT at the University of Florida, and the University of lllinois student newsroom at
lllinois Public Media. Such partnerships are providing a sustainable and trustworthy source of
local news for the long term in their communities, and reinforcing a culture of civic engagement
across generations.

CCN is also host to its own successful public media partnership between the University of
Vermont and Vermont Public, which produces regular student-reported stories under the
guidance of professionals, reaching hundreds of thousands of listeners each month. Building on
that enthusiasm from students, news editors, and listeners, UVM is in the process of hiring its
first full-time faculty member to lead coursework in public media news production.

“This partnership is a win for everyone,” said Vermont Public President and CEO Scott Finn.
“Students receive an immersive experience that opens doors to a range of meaningful careers,
and our audience hears and sees stories they’'d never find otherwise.”
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7 can find the full report at the Center for Community News i Cd?:E
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7KH &HQHU IR &RPPXQI\ 1HZV DI 890 LV D GREDUILVDQCRQE/RILI KD LV ZRINQJ IRJIRZ DQG
VIHQIIKHQXQYHUWVL OHGUHSRILQ) SIRIUDPV DURXQGIKH FRXQU\ IRFUHDIH D PRH VXVIDLQDEH
IXIXUH 1R OREDO QIZV RXIOHIV DQGIIKH FRP P XQILHV IIKH\ VHUYH

6LGFH IKH SQYHWVLN R SHIPRQ KDV ZRINHGIR PRYH KXPDQNQGIRIZDIG 890
VIHQIIKY DILJQZLUIKIKH PRA SIHWLQ) QIHG/ R R} ILPH 1IKH KHDOIK RN RXU VRELHILHV DQGIKH
KHDUIK Rl RX HQYWURQPHQ 2 XU VL]H==0DUJH HQRXIKIIRRIHU D EHDGK R LGIDV UHVRXFHV DQG
RSSRIIXQILHY \ Hil LQLPDIH HQRXIKIRHQ@EH FIRH IDFXIN VIXGHQ PHQIRIVKLS DFURW D00 OHYH)V R
VIIXG =DORZV XV IR SXUVXH IKHVH LQHUF RQQIFIHGLWXHV IKIRXIK FURN GVFLSLQU\ UHVHDUFK DQG
FRIDERDILRY 3URY.GQJ DQXCEDUDIHHGHOEDILR®) H[ SHULHGFH IR RYU VIXGIQV DQGHQIXILQY
IKHLU VXFFHVY DUH DIf IKH FRIH R ZKDIl ZH GR $V RQ1 R 1IKH QILRGV 1LV (DQGIUDQH XQ YHUVLILHY
890 DGDQFHV SHIPRQY DQGIKH EJROGHU VRELHIN IKIRXIK IKH GVFRYHU\ DQGDSSILFDILRQR QiZ
NRZHGH 890 LV GILYHGIURP lIKH /DILQSQYHWLIDV QLILGY ORQLY LQ(QIILVK SQYHULIN
R IKH *UHHQO RXQDLQY
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