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Public Radio-University Partnerships Could Help Save Local News
New report reveals broad interest and potential for growth in student reporting

partnerships

BURLINGTON, Vt. — The Center for Community News at UVM released on Monday a first-ever
nationwide survey on the state of university-public radio news partnerships. Findings revealed
that, while there are 182 university-licensed public radio stations in the U.S., most stations
surveyed do not have reliable reporting partnerships with their host universities and 91% want to
collaborate more.

“Public media stations and U.S. colleges are already aligned on many key values,” said CCN
Director Richard Watts. “Both are mission-driven, with a commitment to educate, enrich, and
strengthen civic engagement. These are natural partnerships that can help fill critical local news
gaps. With this survey, we’ve identified the untapped potential and obstacles to growth.”

The Center for Community News is working to grow public media-university partnerships around
the country, informed by the success it has documented at stations like KBIA at the University of
Missouri, WUFT at the University of Florida, and the University of Illinois student newsroom at
Illinois Public Media. Such partnerships are providing a sustainable and trustworthy source of
local news for the long term in their communities, and reinforcing a culture of civic engagement
across generations.

CCN is also host to its own successful public media partnership between the University of
Vermont and Vermont Public, which produces regular student-reported stories under the
guidance of professionals, reaching hundreds of thousands of listeners each month. Building on
that enthusiasm from students, news editors, and listeners, UVM is in the process of hiring its
first full-time faculty member to lead coursework in public media news production.

“This partnership is a win for everyone,” said Vermont Public President and CEO Scott Finn.
“Students receive an immersive experience that opens doors to a range of meaningful careers,
and our audience hears and sees stories they’d never find otherwise.”

You can find the full report at the Center for Community News
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About CCN
7KH &HQWHU IRU &RPPXQLW\ 1HZV DW 890 LV D QRQSDUWLVDQ QRQSURILW WKDW LV ZRUNLQJ WR JURZ DQG
VWUHQJWKHQ XQLYHUVLW\�OHG UHSRUWLQJ SURJUDPV DURXQG WKH FRXQWU\� WR FUHDWH D PRUH VXVWDLQDEOH
IXWXUH IRU ORFDO QHZV RXWOHWV DQG WKH FRPPXQLWLHV WKH\ VHUYH�

About the University of Vermont
6LQFH ����� WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI 9HUPRQW KDV ZRUNHG WR PRYH KXPDQNLQG IRUZDUG� 890¶V
VWUHQJWKV DOLJQ ZLWK WKH PRVW SUHVVLQJ QHHGV RI RXU WLPH� WKH KHDOWK RI RXU VRFLHWLHV DQG WKH
KHDOWK RI RXU HQYLURQPHQW� 2XU VL]H²ODUJH HQRXJK WR RIIHU D EUHDGWK RI LGHDV� UHVRXUFHV� DQG
RSSRUWXQLWLHV� \HW LQWLPDWH HQRXJK WR HQDEOH FORVH IDFXOW\�VWXGHQW PHQWRUVKLS DFURVV DOO OHYHOV RI
VWXG\²DOORZV XV WR SXUVXH WKHVH LQWHUFRQQHFWHG LVVXHV WKURXJK FURVV�GLVFLSOLQDU\ UHVHDUFK DQG
FROODERUDWLRQ� 3URYLGLQJ DQ XQSDUDOOHOHG HGXFDWLRQDO H[SHULHQFH IRU RXU VWXGHQWV� DQG HQVXULQJ
WKHLU VXFFHVV� DUH DW WKH FRUH RI ZKDW ZH GR� $V RQH RI WKH QDWLRQ¶V ILUVW ODQG JUDQW XQLYHUVLWLHV�
890 DGYDQFHV 9HUPRQW DQG WKH EURDGHU VRFLHW\ WKURXJK WKH GLVFRYHU\ DQG DSSOLFDWLRQ RI QHZ
NQRZOHGJH� 890 LV GHULYHG IURP WKH /DWLQ 8QLYHUVLWDV 9LULGLV 0RQWLV �LQ (QJOLVK� 8QLYHUVLW\
RI WKH *UHHQ 0RXQWDLQV��
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