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- Writing Political Analysis Stories. How to step back and assess whether legislative actions will
solve the problems they are meant to address and what controversial votes might mean for the
legislators who make them.

- Campaign Finance. How to take your analysis one step farther by using campaign-finance
records to show how certain individuals and industries might have influence with legislators on
critical issues.

Assignments, Deadlines, Multimedia and Editing

Assignments come about in three ways. Either you or I will propose a story, and I will assign it to
you with a deadline that you must meet (at least with a first draft). Stories on breaking news,
such as when you cover a hearing or a floor vote, typically range from 400 to 800 words in
length and will be due the same day the news occurs. We also would like to do profiles, analysis
and enterprise pieces, and they could range from 900 to 1,300 words and have longer lead
times. You will team up on some stories to cover more ground or dig more deeply. You are
responsible for informing me if you run into any problems as you work on a story. I will edit the
stories through a shared Google document so you can follow along.

Grading

I prefer to treat students in advanced courses like young professionals in a newsroom, and I
expect you to be as engaged and diligent as you would be on your first job. One of the keys to
success is consistent effort, and I expect each of you to turn in a reporting memo or one or
more stories each week. I will grade each of these memos and stories based on their quality and
thoroughness, including any revisions you need to make, and these scores will total 50 percent
of your final grade. If you don’t turn in a solid memo or a story during a week, you will receive a
zero for that week.

Just as teams of you gained expertise in different aspects of redistricting in MC 4250, you will
each have primary coverage areas, or beats—like health care, education, budget and taxes
etc.—once we get into the regular session (while also being ready to cover breaking news in
other areas on days that you are working). I expect you to suggest your own story ideas as much
as possible. Your initiative and originality will constitute 20 percent of your grade.

Attendance, class participation and meeting deadlines are imperative and will represent 10
percent of your final grade.

Many of you will work at times with a partner or two, so 10 percent of your grade will be based
on how cooperative you are within your group and if you handle your appropriate share of the
work. Irresponsible teammates can sink stories, but I will not let them sink
thet
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Adherence to AP Style, Grammar Rules and the Manship Essentials:

All courses within the Manship School focus on the importance of





Students with Special Needs

If you know of any type of disability or barrier to your success in this class, please let the
instructor know as soon as possible. Any student with a documented disability needing
academic adjustments is requested to contact the Office of Disability Services and the
instructor, as

http://appl003.lsu.edu/slas/ods.nsf/index



