
MMJ 002 Statehouse File Activity Credit
--and—

INT 200 Multimedia Journalism Internship
--and--

MMJ 210 Advanced Reporting/Database Research to Immersion

Times vary Monday through Friday
Spring 2023

Instructor Information
Colleen Steffen, executive editor, TheStatehouseFile.com
Email: colleenm.steffen@gmail.com, csteffen@franklincollege.edu
Cell: (765) 212-0634
Office hours: Colleen’s Meeting Room on Zoom is open 24/7 upon request when not in the
Shack—just Slack me to meet me there.

MMJ 002 is a Statehouse File activity credit.

INT 200 is required as part of the journalism immersion experience at FC.

MMJ 210 is a multimedia reporting and writing class in which student journalists develop and
enhance the skills necessary to publish professional-level work, including in-depth interviewing
and database research.

These classes are conducted together through TheStatehouseFile.com, a news website powered
by FC students that shares its work with media partners around Indiana.

Learning Outcomes
At the end of this experience, students should be able to:
• Conduct interviews, compile and analyze database information, use primary and secondary
source material, and effectively practice other reporting skills in exploring issues related to the
General Assembly, its work and its effect on Hoosiers.
• Write in adherence to a variety of styles and for a variety of purposes.
• Write while observing good grammar/syntax and AP style.
• Receive, respond to and incorporate rigorous editing.
• Generate photos, graphics, video and social media content as warranted.
• Better understand the workings of state politics and professional journalists.

Required Texts
• “Soft Skills: Cultivating the Inner Resources You Need to Succeed” by Colleen Steffen, in the
FC bookstore and available for purchase or rental online. You are welcome to share.

Learning Assessments
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Since our work is published around the state by professional partners, every story students
produce must ultimately be an A story. If a student strives consistently and in earnest to make
their work accurate, fair and excellent enough to publish, they will receive an A in this course.

However, unexcused absences or recurring, unresolved work issues that are not corrected after
faculty/editor intervention will detract from a student’s overall grade. These may include things
like persistent tardiness, failure to amend or finish work, refusal to collaborate with others, etc.

Grading Scale
A=Overall good-faith effort to be a fully contributingi



Afternoon Hours: M-R  2-4pm

Evening Hours: Su-R  8-10pm

 
If you wish to schedule an appointment: Grizlink.franklincollege.edu → Math Study Center
For more information, please contact Prof. Angie Walls (AWalls@franklincollege.edu)
 
The Write Place: Staffed by trained, advanced students from a variety of disciplines, the Write
Place is an excellent resource for all students at all stages of writing. Consultations are free, 30
minute
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