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reporting or capstone classes. Some of these programs are residential, where students move to 

the state capital for a semester (e.g. Montana and Idaho), but in most cases students can easily 

travel to statehouses from campus. Students receive credit and in some cases are also paid. 

Funding is also often available for summer coverage.  

For example, the University of Nebraska runs the Nebraska News Service — a statewide wire 

https://nebraskanewsservice.net/
https://oxfordobserver.org/
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pitching and writing stories for media outlets. Both programs also have a legislative coverage 

component. 

Sometimes these programs take on a particular focus. For example, the University of Michigan 

manages the Great Lakes Echo, a regional environmental news service focused on the Great 

Lakes region whose stories are often republished, reposted or linked to by other media outlets, 

environmental groups, industry groups and government agencies. 

Susan Zake and Jacqueline Marino at Kent State focus their experiential learning program – the 

Collaborative NewsLab – on rural outlets. Its content is made broadly available through the Ohio 

Connection, but partners are usually rural papers and outlets.  

Temple University’s journalism program gives attention to urban areas with the online news site 

Philadelphia Neighborhoods, which emails a weekly newsletter to subscribers. Sharing content is 

part of the university’s goal, so the outlet’s website features a “Use Our Stories” link to give 

other publications access.  

At Mercer University, students work side by side with professional reporters in the Macon News 

Room, learning by doing and contributing stories about the community. Mercer combines 

student reporting, local media partnerships and professional reporting through the University’s 

Center for Collaborative Journalism. 

At the University of New Mexico, professor Michael V. Marcotte started the New Mexico News 

Port to serve as a "teaching-hospital model" for journalism students at UNM and to create and 

publish stories that benefit the local news ecosystem. Students from intermediate and advanced 

reporting courses produce the work, and one of the partners is the independent student 

newspaper, The Daily Lobo. 

At the University of Alabama, professor Chandra Clark leads broadcast classes that partner 

students with local and national media platforms for coverage of specific issues. Since she 

started teaching in 2009, Clark has always had a media partner, often a local TV affiliate in 

Birmingham and Tuscaloosa. Clark recently secured a partnership with The World Games, so that 

25 students could see their coverage of the international sporting event air nationally and 

internationally.  

University based organizations 

In addition to coordinating student reporting, a number of colleges and universities are providing 

leadership, space, faculty creativity and fundraising skills to build centers and start programs that 

provide a range of services to media partners, stakeholders and the public. 

For example, The University of North Carolina’s journalism school hosts the Center for 

Innovation and Sustainability in Local Journalism — an organization with a mission to “grow a 

more equitable and sustainable future for local news, the journalists who make it and the 

https://greatlakesecho.org/about-us/
https://greatlakesecho.org/about-us/
https://www.kent.edu/cci/news/newslab-provides-important-community-reporting-experiences-students-while-helping-local
https://www.kent.edu/cci/news/newslab-provides-important-community-reporting-experiences-students-while-helping-local
https://philadelphianeighborhoods.com/
https://philadelphianeighborhoods.com/
https://ccj.mercer.edu/
https://www.cislm.org/
https://www.cislm.org/
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communities that need it.” UNC provides offices for the center, hires the staff and helps raise 

money.  

Northwestern’s Medill School launched its Local News Initiative in 2017 with a mission to 

“reinvent the relationship between news organizations and audiences to elevate enterprises that 

empower citizens.” The initiative provides deep-

https://localnewsinitiative.northwestern.edu/
https://wisconsinwatch.org/about/
https://macon-newsroom.com/
https://macon-newsroom.com/
https://xtown.la/
/ccn/solving-racially-motivated-crimes-lsus-cold-case-program
https://catalog.american.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=17&coid=71595
https://www.american.edu/soc/news/journalism-class-partners-with-teen-vogue-to-document-2020-racial-reckoning.cfm
https://www.american.edu/soc/news/journalism-class-partners-with-teen-vogue-to-document-2020-racial-reckoning.cfm
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At Iowa’s Simpson College, senior journalism capstone students work with Investigate Midwest 

on public affairs projects published online and available to other outlets. Professor Dee Hall at 

the University of Wisconsin, Madison, leads a 400-level investigative reporting class focusing on 

in-depth stories in partnership with Wisconsin Watch — a non-profit investigative reporting 

network. Wisconsin Watch also funds Hall directly. Stories are distributed to hundreds of editors 

around Wisconsin and beyond.  

At California’s Pepperdine University, the senior capstone class partners with The Malibu Times 

on special reporting projects related to Malibu and surrounding areas.  

At Eastern Michigan University, professor Sadaf Ali leads an upper-level broadcast journalism 

course that partners with NPR affiliate WEMU. Students produce 6 to 8–minute audio stories 

that are aired on the station. Ali provides added editing support to reduce the burden on the 

station and provide air-ready pieces. Chris Evans leads a similar project at the University of 

Illinois, helping students produce hundreds of stories a semester for the local NPR affiliate 

through advanced and introductory level reporting classes that he teaches.  

Erin Seigel McIntyre, a professor of journalism at UNC, partners her advanced reporting students 

with different news organizations each semester — often around specific issues or policies, such 

as public health. McIntyre won a 2020 ONA Online News Association Challenge Grant that has 

provided added support to the collaborations.  

At the University of Georgia, professor Mark Johnson takes a fall photojournalism class out for an 

intensive three-day workshop in a small Georgia town. Students spend the weekend taking 

photos that are reviewed by a jury of photographers, shared in a community-wide forum and 

published in media outlets. They also do this with several statewide events, such as the Georgia 

National Fair, providing photos to outlets.   

At the University of Colorado at Boulder, professor Hillary Rosner teaches a "special topics" 

journalism class in which a small group of graduate students function as a pop-up newsroom, 

diving deeply into single subject areas with stories published at the local nonprofit news 

organization, the Boulder Reporting Lab. A recent class focused on the health impacts of the 

Marshall Fire — the fire that destroyed more than 1,000 homes. 

At Concordia University in Canada, professor Aphrodite Salas took five students deep into the 

country’s north to cover the work of the federal reconciliation commission. 

Some programs also fund faculty or professional staff to coordinate students receiving funding 

or internship credits, working in independent studies or simply volunteering. Chris Roush, dean 

at Quinnipiac University, created the Ability Media Group — which covers the lack of 

representation of people living with different abilities — and hired a professional reporter to edit 

and coordinate the program. 

/ccn/student-news-team-delivers-illinois-public-radio
/ccn/student-news-team-delivers-illinois-public-radio
https://boulderreportinglab.org/
https://boulderreportinglab.org/2022/08/21/new-course-created-by-boulder-reporting-lab-and-cu-boulders-center-for-environmental-journalism-will-examine-marshall-fire-health-impacts-at-a-critical-time/
https://boulderreportinglab.org/2022/08/21/new-course-created-by-boulder-reporting-lab-and-cu-boulders-center-for-environmental-journalism-will-examine-marshall-fire-health-impacts-at-a-critical-time/
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/an-ambitious-idea-an-inspiring-story-1.4400093
/ccn/covering-people-disabilities-ability-media-quinnipiac
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When Terri Finneman at the University of Kansas, a research professor, realized the nearby small 

town of Eudora no longer had a local paper, she stepped in to create the Eudora Times and 

raised money to hire students to write local stories. Meg Heckman and her colleagues at 

Northeastern saw a similar need in urban Boston when they started The Scope, a magazine with 

a social-justice bent that gives voice to residents in sparsely covered parts of the city. And at 

Endicott College, a private school with a small journalism program, professor Lara Salahi has 

been partnering her classes with local Gannett papers — a challenge as Gannett cuts editors and 

reporters.  

In Philadelphia, Professor Andrea Wentzel of Temple co-founded the Germantown Info Hub, a 

community journalism project that grew out of a study on the needs and assets of a city 

neighborhood. The Info Hub started as a collaboration between a community advisory group, 

researchers from Temple and Jefferson University, a community organizer and community 

reporter and various media partners. Students are 

https://www.eudoratimes.newsnirvana.com/
https://thescopeboston.org/
https://germantowninfohub.org/
https://www.mysouthsidestand.com/more-news/housing-trifecta/
https://rjionline.org/potter-digital-ambassadors/
https://rjionline.org/potter-digital-ambassadors/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lwcykkn8sLRaKVX8i_olL1wxJYJJshJO/edit
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Conclusion  
Universities and colleges can provide leadership and resources to address the local news crisis. 

Many are doing something as this report documents. But many could do more. Take just four-

year colleges, there are about 2,500 – many more could be bringing their students and resources 

to telling stories that are no longer being published, partnering where they can and stepping up 

to start new programs as needed. Democracy needs local news; colleges and universities are 

part of the solution. Students are looking for meaningful experiences, and to learn by doing, as 

these programs illustrate.  

At the core of these local media partnerships are creative and committed faculty and staff. 

Turning a class into a reporting partnership with local media requires added work editing and 

reviewing student stories to ensure work meets journalistic standards. Universities should 

consider allowing these classes to count for extra CE’s in workload plans or bringing other 

resources like part-time editors to enable these programs. 

Colleges and universities can lead. We hope this report shows some of the ways that some are 

doing just that and meeting their public service mission to give back to their community. 
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