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A pilot study at the Center for Community News analyzed a random sample of stories produced by
student reporters at 38 news-academic programs to provide a snapshot of the news content these
programs make available to communities across the country. The analysis found that student-reported
stories were often more in-depth and complex than the coverage produced by professional journalists at
other local news outlets and that they were meeting critical information needs in their communities. This
study was conducted by Kent State University assistant professor Andrea Lorenz, under the guidance of
Director Richard Watts.

KEY FINDINGS

● The vast majority of stories (93%) focused on local or statewide issues. Those that did not were
typically focused on a diaspora or identity community.

● A majority of stories (88%) also filled one of eight critical information needs1, with many
addressing more than one identified need. Political life (33%), environment/planning (16%), and
emergencies/risks (15%) were the most common local information needs addressed by stories.

● Stories exhibited levels of depth that surpass previous content analyses of local broadcast TV
news and “ghost papers” through variation in types of sources, the number of voices included,
and additional context. Stories, on average, were 23 paragraphs long, with a median length of
18.5 paragraphs. Most included at least three sources, with 24% including three sources and 34%
including four or more. Furthermore, 80% of stories included additional historical, geographic,
or other context to add to the depth of information.

● Coverage was mostly thematic, not episodic, by nature,
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