
Characteristics of Forage Legumes Found in the Northeast U.S. 
Species Growth Habit Leaf Characteristics Inflorescence Image 
Alfalfa 
Medicago sativa 
Tall, upright growth; 
Regrowth from crown 
area;  Deep taproot; 
Flowers usually blue 
to purple; some types 
are yellow 

 
Crown buds  

 
Raceme inflorescence  

Red clover 
Trifolium pratense 
Tall, upright growth; 
Regrowth from crown 
area; 
Types: 
Medium 
Mammoth 
 

 

 

 
Compact head with reddis

Types: 
Small 
Intermediate 
Large (Ladino type) 

 
Stolon with leaf and 

flower stem
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