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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braill �H�����O�D�U�J�H���S�U�L�Q�W�����D�X�G�L�R�W�D�S�H�����H�W�F�������V�K�R�X�O�G���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���8�6�'�$�¶�V���7�$�5�*�(�7���&�H�Q�W�H�U���D�W��������������������-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-

Extension Services, and the United States Department of Agriculture. The 4 - H Name & Emblem is intended to represent the 

ideals of the program with its focus on Head, Heart, Hands, and Health. Today, it is one of the best-known and most 
valued images emblematic of a century of 4-H achievement. The 4-H Name & Emblem is very important to us as an 
organization because it represents who we are. 
 
What is the 4-H Name & Emblem? 
The official 4-�+���(�P�E�O�H�P���L�V���D���F�O�R�Y�H�U���Z�L�W�K���I�R�X�U���O�H�D�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���D�Q���´�+�µ���R�Q���H�D�F�K���O�H�D�I�����7�K�H���F�O�R�Y�H�U�·�V���V�W�H�P���P�X�V�W��
point to the right as you look at the image. The 4-H Emblem is not a plain four-leaf clover. The 4-H 
Emblem should appear in specific colors and in its entirety. The 4-H Name & Emblem belongs to the 4-H 
Youth Development Program, under the authority of USDA and anyone wishing to use it must obtain 
permission to use it ahead of time. 
 
How Do I Get Permission to Use the 4-H Name and Emblem? 
It depends on who you are and for what reason you wish to use the 4-H Name & Emblem: 4-H Club or Program member 
or volunteer leader? Commercial vendor? Event, activity or program affiliated with 4-H? Private, non-profit organization? 
 
If you are a 4-H member or volunteer, you are permitted to use the 4-H Name & Emblem once your program is chartered 
with the official 4-H Charter from 4-H National Headquarters at the Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA ), within the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). If you are a commercial vendor, private organization or any other 
entity, you need to contact either the local Cooperative Extension Service office or the State 4-H Office to determine 
what steps you need to take for your use of the 4-H Name & Emblem. Anyone wishing to use the 4-H Name & Emblem in 
a way that does not specify a local or state program, should seek authorization to use the 4-H Name & Emblem from 4-H 
National Headquarters at USDA. 
 
In all private and commercial use of the 4-�+���(�P�E�O�H�P�����W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���´�������8�6�&���������µ��must legibly appear either to the right 
of the base of the stem or below the lower right leaf of the clover. In use internal to the Cooperative Extension System (all 
4-H Youth Development programs and clubs duly given authorization to use the 4-H Name & Emblem) use of the 
statement is at the discretion of the State 4-H Program Leader, or for those uses that are multi-state, regional, or national 
in scope, at the discretion of 4-H National Headquarters. 
 
�:�K�R�H�Y�H�U���X�V�H�V���V�X�F�K���H�P�E�O�H�P���R�U���D�Q�\���V�L�J�Q�����L�Q�V�L�J�Q�L�D�����R�U���V�\�P�E�R�O���L�Q���F�R�O�R�U�D�E�O�H���L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�U�H�R�I�����R�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���´��-�+���&�O�X�E�µ���R�U���´��-H 
�&�O�X�E�V�µ���R�U���D�Q�\���F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���Z�R�U�G�V���R�U���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���L�Q���F�R�O�R�U�D�E�O�H���L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�U�H�R�I�����Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���E�H�L�Q�J���G�X�O�\��
authorized, shall be fined not more than $5,000 for individuals and $10,000 for groups, or imprisoned not more than six 
months, or both. 
 
Did You Know? The 4-�+���1�D�P�H���	���(�P�E�O�H�P���L�V���D���K�L�J�K�O�\���Y�D�O�X�H�G���P�D�U�N���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����$�V���V�X�F�K�����L�W���Z�D�V���J�U�D�Q�W�H�G���D��
very unique and special status; it is in a category similar to the Presidential Seal and the Olympic Emblem. This federal 
protection makes it a mark into and of itself with protection that supercedes the limited authorities of both a trademark 
and a copyright. As a result, responsibility and stewardship for the 4-H Name & Emblem were not given to the U.S. Patent 
Office but were given to a higher level of the federal government, a member of the Cabinet, the Secretary of 
Agriculture. The Secretary has responsibility for the 4-�+���1�D�P�H���D�Q�G���(�P�E�O�H�P�����D�W���W�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���R�I���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�����7�K�H���´������
�8�6�&���������µ���L�V���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���&�R�G�H���W�K�D�W���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H����-H Name & Emblem. 
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