








Figure 3. Abundance of adults of orange-humped mapleworm, Symmerista leucitys, and white-
headed mapleworm (S. albifrons) on Mt Mansfield, 1995.
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project is to relate the taxonomic
biodiversity of Mt Mansfield Lepidoptera to
its ecological and management significance.
The first step, already initiated, is the
development of a general host-plant list for
representative groups of Mt Mansfield
Lepidoptera. This project could also be
complemented by a targeted program to rear
Lepidoptera larvae from trees, shrubs and
herbs as host-plant relationships may vary
with geography and elevation.

Host-plant documentation will allow
general predictions about the ecological and
potential forest management significance of
the Lepidoptera biodiversity structure on Mt
Mansfield. It will be important to identify
and understand the range of host-plant
relationships present on the Mountain and
how these may vary over elevation and
between habitats. Questions concerning the
relative significance of rare and common
moths in relation to the distribution and
abundance of trees and other plants may be
assessed. These relationships, once
identified, will provide an ecological context
against which testable predictions may be
made about the ecological impact of
different forest management practices on
insect biodiversity in mixed northern
hardwoods characteristic of Mt Mansfield.

occur north of the Mexican border
(Lepidoptera, Notodontidae). The
Canadian Entomologist 78:97-103.

Houston, D. R. , D. C. Allen, and D.
Lachance. 1990. Sugarbush management:
a guide to maintaining tree health.
Northeastern Forest Experiment Station
General Technical Report NE-129.

Parker, B. L., K. E. McGrath, S. Moulton,
and H. B. Teillon. 1989. History of the
major forest insect pests in Vermont. A
joint VT Agricultural Experiment Station
and State of VT publication. RR 57.
University of Vermont, Burlington.

Rockburne, E. W. , and J. D. Lafontaine.
1976. The cutworm moths of Ontario and
Quebec. Canada Department of
Agriculture Publication 1593.

Teillon, H. B., R. S. Kelly, and E. E.
Keenan. 1978. Forest and insect disease
conditions, 1977. Department of Forests,
Parks, and Recreation. Montpelier ,
Vermont.

References
Allen, D. C. 1979. Observations on biology

and natural control of the orangehumped

mapleworm, Symmerista leucitys
(Lepidoptera: Notodontidae), in New
York. The Canadian Entomologist 111 :
703-708.

Covell, C. V. Ir. 1984. Eastern Moths.
Houghton Mifflein Company, Boston.

Franclemont, I. G. 1946. A revision of the
species of Symmerista Hiibner known to

161




