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Basal Dia: Measure the diameter of the stump at 25m above the 
ground and
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Procedure: Light Measurements 
Ceptometer readings are taken at each transect trap station as 

close to the time of the inventory as possible. A reading should be 
taken in each of the four cardinal directions at a height of lm. These 
four readings are averaged to a single reading for each station. Take 
a checklist of trap stations and record the memory number of the 
stored data point at each station. See "Light Measurements with a 
Ceptometer" for more detail on the use of the ceptometer. 

Evaluation 
These methods seem to work well, but we have not done 

enough analyses to be able to evaluate them thoroughly. The 
selection of these variables was based on other small mammal 
habitat studies. These measurements should allow us to document 
both temporal changes and differences between sites. Most of the 
physical parameters are quantitative, and changes are easily de
tected, but the vegetative and ground cover estimates are ocular, 
and subtle changes are not as detectable. 
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Table 3-7. Decomposition classes for logs. From: Thomas, J.W. et al. 
1979. Snags. In Wildlife habitats in managed forests: The Blue 
Mountains of Oregon and Washington, ed. J.W. Thomas, pp. 60-77. 
USDA Forest Service Agricultural Handbook No. 553. Washi ngton, 
DC. 

Log Decomposition 



Small Mammal Trap Stations Timber Inventory Instructions 67 

Figure 3-13. Small mammal trap station tree inventory data sheet 
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Figure 3-14. Small mammal trap station coverage estimates data sheet. 
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Figure 3-15. Small mammal trap station coverage estimates data 
sheet, p. 2. 


