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Introduction

Somatic cell count (SCC) 1s commonly referred to as a Leucocyte count. The SCC is
predominantly composed of white blood cells and is considered a good indicator of udder health
in a herd or flock. A cow with an SCC over 300,000 cells per ml. will generally have a bacterial
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number of causes, but can generally be prevented. Goats can have extraneous, epithelial cells in
their milk because of the way there milk is produced. The extraneous cell issue is addressed in the
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sheep. Sheep, while exhibiting a minor lactational affect similar to one in cows, should not have a
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Steps to prevent

Prevention is the key to mastitis control. Treating your way out of a mastitis problem is a
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will be back in trouble soon. You need to identify what is causing the mastitis problem. If
possible think back to when the high SCC or clinical mastitis started and identify changes that
occurred at about that time. Below are the steps that need to be followed to minimize new cases
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Milking System
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essential that it is in good working order. The system needs to provide stable vacuum, adequate
pulsation, and gentle milking action. Have your milking machine dealer test your system every
, 1.200 hours @f operation, or annuallv. whichever js shorter, _ _ .
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Records

Good records are important in the long term strategy to maintaining low SCCs. Maintain
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Milking Procedure

A. Completely Dip each Teat

B. Observe the Foremilk




Below is a further explanatlon of the milking procedure on the front of this sheet. Please post
; i hlea meilla canna A caoidl-ln ool Oo L L1 e it 2w 22 o el

Animals should be maintained in a clean dry environment 24 hours a day

When predlpplng, it is very 1mp0rtant to cover the entire teat. It is difficult to cons1stent1y cover
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