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JOSEPH ACQUISTO 
 

Professor of French 
Director, School of World Languages and Cultures 

University of Vermont 
517 Waterman Building 

Burlington, VT 05405 
jacquist@uvm.edu 

(802) 656-4845 
 
EDUCATION 

 
Yale University 

Ph.D., Department of French (2003) 
M.Phil., French (2000) 
M.A., French (1998) 

 
University of Dayton 

B.A., summa cum laude, French (1997) 
B.Mus., summa cum laude, voice performance (1997) 
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5. The Fall Out of Redemption: Writing and Thinking Beyond Salvation in Baudelaire, Cioran, Fondane, 
Agamben, and Nancy.  New York: Bloomsbury, 2015.  Paperback edition 2016. 
 
4. Poets as Readers in Ninetee
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38. “Cioran, entre la tentation, la poésie et la lucidité,” in Aurélien Demars and Mihaela-Gentiana 
Stanisor, eds., Cioran : Archives paradoxales - nouvelles approches critiques, tome V (Paris: Classiques 
Garnier), 107-119. 
 
37. “Pessimism, Narrative, and Meaning in Henry Céard’s Une beOOH�MRXUQpH�µ in Dix-Neuf 24: 1 (2020), 

1-15. 

36. “Listening, Touching, Meaning: On Translating Musical Experience, Answering the Call of Art, 
the ‘Good Listener,’ and Aesthetic Subjectivity in Baudelaire and Proust,” Music and Letters 100: 4 
(November 2019), 597-614. 
 
35. “Styles of Life, Poéthique, and Irony in Charles Baudelaire,” in Nineteenth-Century French Studies 48: 
1-2 (Fall-Winter 2019-2020), 114-29. 
 
34.  “On Metaphysics and the Political: a Polemics of Reading Baudelaire in the 1930s,” in 
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23. “Performing the Ineffable: Poem, Gesture, and Performance in Debussy’s Trois poèmes de Stéphane 
Mallarmé,” in Dix-Neuf 17:1 (April 2013), 90-103.  
 
22. “Baudelaire with Badiou: Event and Subjectivity in ‘L’Héautontimorouménos,’” in Thinking Poetry: 
Philosophical Approaches to Nineteenth-Century French Poetry (NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013) 185-201. 
 
21. “On Artistic Form and the Spiritual: Mallarmé, Schönberg, and Kandinksy on Poetry, Mystery, 
and Music,” in Thinking Verse 2 (2012), 68-87. 
 
20. “Listening to Silence in Pascal Quignard’s Vie secrète,” in /·(Vprit Créateur 52: 1 (Spring 2012), 83-
95.  

19. “The Strange Surprising Adventures of Reading Balzac’s Louis Lambert,” in French Studies 66: 3 
(July 2012), 316-330. 

18. “Les temps de l’antimodernité : Baudelaire avec Cioran,” in Christophe Ippolito, ed., Résistances à 
la modernité (Paris: L’Harmattan, 2010), 99-116. 

17. “Cross-referencing Bowie: Layers and Networks in Mallarmé and Proust” in Gill Rye and Naomi 
Segal, eds., ¶When familiar PHDQLQJV�GLVVROYH«·��(VVD\V�LQ�0emory of Malcolm Bowie (1943-2007) (Oxford: 
Peter Lang, 2011), 135-50.   
 
16. “The Place of Poetry: Nature, Nostalgia, and Modernity in Jaccottet’s Poetics,” in Modern Language 
Review 105: 3 (July 2010), 679-694. 
 
15. “Epistémologie et esthétique de la déception chez Proust et Cioran,” in Revue Romane 45: 1 (2010), 
117-130. 
 
14. “Erasing Collaboration: The Case of André Gill and Louis de Gramont” in Seth Whidden, ed., 
Models of Collaboration in Nineteenth-Century French Literature (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2009), 91-105. 
 
13. “Reading Echoes in Baudelaire: Between Philosophic and Genetic Approaches” in Romance Studies 
26: 4 (November 2008), 286-296. 
 
12. “Digesting Les Fleurs du Mal: Imaginative Spaces and Liquid Modernity in Baudelaire” in 
Nineteenth-Century French Studies 37: 1-2 (Fall-Winter 2008-2009), 30-41. 
 
11. “La musique du désir et de la pureté: Gide face à Chopin” in %XOOHWLQ�GHV�$PLV�G·$QGUp�*LGH 157 
(January 2008), 19-32. 
 
10. “The Decadent Writer as Collector and Flâneur: On Intertextual Networks and Literary Spaces in 
Huysmans” in French Forum 32: 3 (Fall 2007), 65-80. 
 
9. “Mallarmé et Flaubert aux frontières de la fiction” in Lingua Romana 6: 1 (Fall 2007), n.p. 
 
8. “Reigniting Vigny: Fire, Transformation, and Modernity in His Lyric Poetry” in Symposium 61: 2 
(Summer 2007), 99-116. 
 
7. “On Naturalist Vice: The Strange Case of &KDUORW�V·DPXVH” in ExBT
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6. “‘Sowing some roses on the thorns of life’: Desire, Nature, Interpretation, and Judgment in Sade 
and Baudelaire” in Romance Studies 24: 1 (March 2006), 15-27. 
 
5. “The Lyric of Narrative: Exile, Poetry, and Story in Saint-John Perse and Elizabeth Bishop” in Orbis 
Litterarum 60: 5 (2005), 344-356. 
 
4. “Between Stéphane Mallarmé and René Ghil: The Impossible Desire for Poetry” in French Forum 29: 
3 (Fall 2004), 27-41.  
 
3. “Medieval Monsters: Creating Past and Present in Zola and Huysmans,” in Excavatio 19: 1-2 (2004), 
236-250. 
 
2. “Uprooting the Lyric: Baudelaire in Wagner’s Forests” in Nineteenth-Century French Studies 32: 3-4 
(Spring-Summer 2004), 223-237. 
 
1. “Music, Desire, and Death in The Magic Mountain” in Michael J. Meyer, ed., Music and Literature, 
(Amsterdam: Rodopi Press, 2002), 9-21. 
 
 
NON-PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES: 
 
2. “Baudelaire the Iceberg,” in Voluptés: Interdisciplinary Journal of Decadence Studies 4: 1 (Summer 
2021), 108-110. 
 
1. “Emil Cioran” in The Literary Encyclopedia (on-line publication). 
http://litencyc.com/php/speople.php?rec=true&UID=12517 
 
 

BOOK REVIEWS 
 
30. The Living Death of Modernity: Balzac, Baudelaire, Zola, by Dorothy Kelly, in H-France Review 22: 99 
(June 2022), online. 
 
29. Rimbaud et le rimbaldisme, by Adrien Cavallaro, in Nineteenth-Century French Studies 50: 1-2 (Fall-
Winter 2021-2), online.  
 
28. Mallarmé and the Politics of Literature, by Robert Boncardo, in H-France Review 20: 138 (July 2020), 
online. 
 
27. The Music of Dada by Peter Dayan, in The French Review 93.4 (2020), 237. 
 
26. Poetry, Politics, and the Body in Rimbaud: Lyrical Material by Robert St. Clair,  in French Studies 73:4 
(October 2019), 642. 
 
25. Baudelaire in Song 1880-1930 by Helen Abbott, in H-France Review 19: 60 (April 2019), online.  
 
24. Pascal Quignard: Towards the Vanishing Point by Léa Vuong, in Modern Language Review  113: 3 (July 
2018), 664-6. 
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23. Mallarmé et la musique, la musique et Mallarmé, ed. by Antoine Bonnet and Pierre-Henry Frangne, in 
Nineteenth-Century French Studies 46:1-2 (Fall-Winter 2017-18), online. 
 
22. Understanding Rancière, Understanding Modernism, ed. by Patrick M. Bray, in Nineteenth-Century 
French Studies 46:1-2 (Fall-Winter 2017-18), online. 
 
21. The Censorship Effect: Baudelaire, Flaubert, and the Formation of French Modernism by William 
Olmsted, H-France Review 16: 275 (November 2016), online. 
 
20. The Cambridge Introduction to French Literature by Brian Nelson, forthcoming in Forum for Modern 
Language Studies. 
 
19. The Barbara Johnson Reader, in Forum for Modern Language Studies 51: 3 (2015), 354. 
 
18. Modernism and the Frankfurt School by Tyrus Miller, in Forum for Modern Language Studies 51: 3 
(2015), 355. 
 
17. MaOODUPp·V�6XQset: Poetry at the End of Time by Barnaby Norman, in Forum for Modern Language 
Studies 51:3 (2015), 355-6. 
 
16. Philippe Lacoue-
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6. Sightings: Mirrors in Texts³Texts in Mirrors by Joyce O. Lowrie, in Nineteenth-Century French Studies 
39: 3-4 (Spring-Summer 2011), 347-8. 
 
5. Into the Heart of European Poetry by John Taylor, in Modern Language Review 102: 6 (April 2011), 512-
13. 
 
4. Véracités: Ponge, Jaccottet, Roubaud, Deguy by Elizabeth Cardonne-Arlyck, in Modern Language Review 
106: 1 (January 2011), 265-266. 
 
3. Between Baudelaire and Mallarmé by Helen Abbott, in H-Fran
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38. “« Je dois enterrer mon imagination » : Rimbaud et Bataille sur l’impossibilité de renoncer à la 
poésie,” presented at the Nineteenth-Century French Studies Colloquium, Brown University (October 
2016) 

 
37. “A l’écoute de Proust: Absolute Music, Transcendence, and Skepticism in the 5HFKHUFKH�µ 
presented at the American Comparative Literature Association Conference, Harvard University 
(March 2016) 
 

36. “Contaminated Flowers: Gautier on Baudelaire and Hawthorne,” presented at the Nineteenth-
Century French Studies Colloquium, Princeton University (November 2015) 

 
35. “Listening and Knowing: Between Proust and Nancy,” presented at Twentieth and Twenty First-
Century French and Francophone Studies Colloquium, Baton Rouge (March 2015) 
 
34. “The Economy of Poetic Creative Destruction: On Agamben and Cioran,” presented at Twentieth 
and Twenty First-Century French and Francophone Studies Colloquium, New York City (March 2014) 
 
33. “Voiding Beauty: On Criticism and Redemption in “Le Peintre de la vie moderne,’” presented at 
the Nineteenth-Century French Studies Colloquium, Richmond, Virginia (October 2013) 
 
32. “Tracing Salvation: Cioran, Agamben, and the Esthetics of Creation and Redemption,” presented 
at the Colloquium in Twentieth and Twenty first-Century French Studies, Atlanta (March 2013) 
 
31. “Pessimism and Time, or Why Baudelaire Scholars Have Chosen the Wrong Benjamin,” presented 
at the Nineteenth-Century French Studies Colloquium, Raleigh, North Carolina (October 2012) 
 
30. “Performing the Ineffable: Text, Gesture, and Performance in Debussy’s ‘Trois poèmes de 
Stéphane Mallarmé,’” presented at Debussy: Text and Idea, Gresham College, London  (April 2012). 
Video online: http://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/debussy-text-and-ideas-part-three 
 
29.  “Baudelaire’s Antimodern Theology: Falling into Ethics,” presented at the Nineteenth-Century 
Studies Association Conference, Asheville, North Carolina  (March 2012) 
 
28.  “Voyager du politique au poétique chez Baudelaire et Rancière,”  g
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ttp://blog.uvm.edu/compute-cas-media/2015/03/25/the-fall-out-of-redemption-writing-a
ttp://blog.uvm.edu/compute-cas-media/2015/03/25/the-fall-out-of-redemption-writing-a
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6. “Towards a Poetics of Walking: Imagination, Modernity, and the Poetic Process” presented to the 
Department of French and Italian, Princeton University (January 2008) and the Department of French, 
Macalester College (January 2009) 
 
5. “On Naturalist Vice: The Strange Case of ChDUORW�V·DPXVH,” presented in the Romance Languages 
Department Faculty Seminar Series, University of Vermont (November 2004)   
 
4. “Knowing (How to Do) It All: Reflections on Graduate Education,” presented at a Roundtable on 
Graduate Studies Today, Yale University (April 2003) 
 
3. “Between Stéphane Mallarmé and René Ghil: The Impossible Desire for Poetry,” presented at the 
University of Vermont and Macalester College (February 2003) 
 
2. “Collective Quizzes,” presented at the Spring Teaching Forum, Yale University (April 2002) 
 
1. “(Still) Learning to Read,” keynote address, Stander Symposium, University of Dayton (March 
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At the University of Vermont (2003-present) 

 
Graduate Courses 

 
 Reading Modernity (M.A. interdisciplinary humanities seminar given in English) 

Marcel Proust: In Search of Lost Time (M.A. seminar given in English) 
 

Combined Graduate and Undergraduate Courses 
 

Lyric Poetry: The Language of Harmony and Crisis  
Romanticism and Symbolism 
La Belle Epoque 

 
Undergraduate Courses 

 
Paris réel et surréel 
Baudelaire et Flaubert 
Paris in Modern French Literature (course given in English) 
Modernism and Modernity (Honors College interdisciplinary seminar in English) 
The Birth and Death of Modernity (given in English as Honors College interdisciplinary  

seminar and as lecture course) 
The Pursuit of Knowledge: Disciplines, Universities, Engagement (Honors College  

interdisciplinary first-year core seminar given in English) 
Thinking and Acting: Theories of Engagement (first-year Honors College interdisciplinary  

seminar) 
 Pandemics, Race, and Culture (Honors College first-year seminar in English) 

French Literature in Context II: Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries 
French Literature in Context I: Medieval through Eighteenth Century 
Independent Studies: Old French Language and Literature, New Wave Cinema, Existentialism 
Writing Workshop  
Focus on Oral Expression 
Intermediate Reading and Conversation I 

 
At Yale University (1999-2003) 
 

Writer, Text and Public in Nineteenth-Century France 
Advanced Language Practice 
Intensive Intermediate and Advanced French (summer course in Paris) 
Intermediate and Advanced French (two-semester sequence) 
Elementary and Intermediate French (two semester sequence) 
Foreign Language Pedagogy Seminars for graduate student teachers 
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Taught ESL and American culture at all proficiency levels at a UNESCO-sponsored summer 
foreign language camp for students aged 12-16 in Limanowa, Poland. 

 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 

 
Director, School of World Languages & Cultures, University of Vermont (2023-present) 
 
Chair, Department of Romance Languages and Cultures, University of Vermont (2016-2023) 
 
Interim Chair, Department of Classics, University of Vermont (2022-2023) 
 
Interim Chair, Department of Asian Languages and Literatures, University of Vermont (spring 2023) 
 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Romance Languages and Linguistics, University of  

Vermont (2015-2016).  Responsibilities include chairing the departmental curriculum 
committee and serving on the departmental executive committee 

 
Faculty Director, Global Village Residential Learning Community at the University of Vermont  

(2008-2018)  Responsibilities included planning, program development, outreach to and 
support of faculty and student program directors. 
 

Coordinator, M.A. program in French at the University of Vermont (2011-2013) 
 
Program Coordinator, McDougal Graduate Teaching Center at Yale University (2002-2003) 

Supervision of a staff of 12 graduate student facilitators offering department consultations, 
publications, classroom observation, and pedagogy workshops university-wide 

 

 
FACULTY SEMINAR PARTICIPANT 
 
Teaching Effectively Online, University of Vermont’s Center for Teaching and Learning (four weeks,  

online, 2020) 
Global Health, Development, and Diversity, University of Vermont Honors College Faculty Seminar  

(three days, summer 2015) 
Big Data, University of Vermont Honors College Faculty Seminar (three days, summer  

2014) 
The Humanities Challenge, University of Vermont Honors College Faculty Seminar (three days,  

summer 2011) 
Theorizing Modernism: Philosophy and Criticism, led by Robert Pippin and David Wellbery, School  

for Criticism and Theory, Cornell University (six weeks, summer 2011) 
Neuroscience Beyond Biology and L4l-31] TJ
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Modernist Paris, National Endowment for the Humanities Seminar (five weeks, summer 2006) 
Museums: Historical and Pedagogical Perspectives, University of Vermont Honors College Faculty  

Seminar (three days, summer 2006) 

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

 
University of Vermont 
 
 Member, University Scholar Selection Committee (2022) 

Member, College of Arts & Sciences Endowed Professorship Committee (2022, 2023) 
Member, working groups on formation of the School of World Languages and Cultures (2021- 

2022)  
Chair, English Department Chair Search Committee (2020)



15 

 

Review of Comparative Literature, Romance Studies, Genre, Symposium, Modern Philology, 
PMLA, Romance Notes, Translation Studies, Modernism/Modernity, 




