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Does Vinegar Kill Weeds?

IntroductionWe field manyquestionsabout alternativesto
syntheticherbicidesfor weed control. Onecommonquestionis
whethervinegar,or aceticacid,worksasan herbicide.Theanswer
is, it depends!

Herbicide Attributes of Acetic Acighderstandinghe way acetic
acidaffectsplantscanhelp explainwhenit might be effectivefor
weedcontrol. First,aceticacidactsasa contactherbicide,meaning

it impactsonly the parts of the plantit touches.Aceticacidruptures
plant cells,causingluidsto leakand planttissuesto dry out. It does

not trandocateor movewithin the plantto the roots or other plant
parts.Good coverageof leavesand growingpointsat the top of the
plantis necessavith a higherconcentrationof aceticacidtendsto control
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