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Associate Professor of Religion 
Director, Humanities Center 

University of Vermont  
�������8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���3�O�D�F�H���‡���%�X�U�O�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����9�7���‡������������ 

ilyse.morgenstein-fuerst@uvm.edu �‡ (802) 656-0232 �‡ www.profirmf.com  
 
EDUCATION  
Ph.D. The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2012  
M.T.S. Harvard Divinity School, 2007�.  
B.A. Colgate University, 2005 
 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS  
Associate Professor of Religion, UVM, August 2019 �² present  
Assistant Professor of Religion, UVM, August 2012 �² July 2019�.  

http://www.profirmf.com/
https://doi.org/10.1163/15700682-bja10078
https://doi.org/10.1093/jaarel/lfaa058
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Morgenstein Fuerst, Ilyse R. and Zahra M. S. Ayubi, �´�6�K�L�I�W�L�Q�J���%�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�����W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���,�V�O�D�P���L�Q���W�K�H�� 
Humanities,�µ��Muslim World, Volume 106, Number 4 (October 2016): 643-654.  

Morgenstein Fuerst, Ilyse R. �´�$���0�X�V�O�L�P��Bhagavadgita�����¶�$�E�G���D�O-�5�D�K�P�D�Q�·�V���,�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�L�Y�H���7�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
�L�W�V���,�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���µ��

http://symposia.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/symposia/article/view/14384
https://keepingit101.com/
https://readingreligion.org/9781526161758/the-rise-of-global-islamophobia-in-the-war-on-terror/
https://readingreligion.org/9781526161758/the-rise-of-global-islamophobia-in-the-war-on-terror/
https://doi.org/10.1093/jaarel/lfac009
https://doi.org/10.1093/ehr/ceac206
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McConeghy https://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/religious-literacy-is-social-
justice/. January 27, 2020. 

Morgenstein Fuerst, Ilyse R. Outside �5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����´�·�5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�·���L�Q���0�X�V�O�L�P���7�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���:�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���µ��The  
Maydan, an online publication of Ali Vural Ak Center for Global Islamic Studies at George 
Mason University. August 1, 2019. https://www.themaydan.com/2019/08/roundtable-
religion-in-muslim-traditions-workshop-may-4-5-2019-williams-college/  

Podcast interview, ACMCU’s Building Bridges Podcast, Georgetown University.  
https://soundcloud.com/acmcu/building-bridges-dr-ilyse-morgenstein-fuerst. July 9, 2019. 

Morgenstein Fuerst, Ilyse R. �´�$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���5�H�E�H�O�O�L�R�Q�����5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����5�H�E�H�O�V�����D�Q�G���-�L�K�D�G���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D���µ�� 
Humanities Futures, online publication of Franklin Humanities Institute, Duke University. 
https://humanitiesfutures.org/papers/after-the-rebellion-religion-rebels-and-jihad-in-south-
asia/. February 18, 2019. 

Morgenstein Fuerst, Ilyse R. Digital roundtable response to The Skull of Alum Beg: the Life and Death of  
a Rebel of 1857, by Kim Wagner (London: Oxford University Press, 2018) for Chapati Mystery 
(a South Asian studies scholarly blog). August 7, 2018. 
http://www.chapatimystery.com/archives/optical_character_recognition/cm_roundtable_iii
_the_skull_of_alum_bheg_morgenstein_fuerst.html  

Morgenstein Fuerst, Ilyse R. XQs (Ten Questions) Series, Chapati Mystery (a South Asian studies 
scholarly blog). Interview with Anmol Ghavri. July 17, 2018. 
http://www.chapatimystery.com/archives/univercity/xqs/xqs_xiii_a_conversation_with_ily
se_morgenstein_fuerst.html  

Podcast interview, New Books Network, with SherAli Tareen. April 17, 2018.  
http://newbooksnetwork.com/ilyse-morgenstein-fuerst-indian-muslim-minorities-and-the-
1857-rebellion-religion-rebels-and-jihad-i-b-tauris-2017/   

Morgenstein Fuerst, Ilyse R. � Ĺooking for Religion in South Asian Islamicate Sources���µ��The Maydan,  
an online publication of Ali Vural Ak Center for Global Islamic Studies at George Mason 
University. December 18, 2017.  https://www.themaydan.com/2017/12/looking-religion-
south-asian-islamicate-sources/ 
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religious-inside-the-new-economy-of-spiritual-fitness/  
Picked up and redistributed by AlterNet, June 18, 2016: http://www.alternet.org/inside-
new-economy-spiritual-fitness  

Morgenstein Fuerst, Ilyse R. and Michael J. Altman. 5-�S�D�U�W���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�Q���´�,�Q�G�L�D�Q���6�X�P�P�H�U�V���µ���3�%�6�� 
Masterpiece Theater program (2015), in Sacred Matters: Religious Currents in Culture. Series 
accessible here: https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/sacredmatters/tag/indian-summers/  

Podcast interview, �´�1�H�Z���'�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���5�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���6�W�X�G�L�H�V�����,�O�\�V�H���0�R�U�J�H�Q�V�W�H�L�Q���)�X�H�U�V�W���µ with Kristian  
Petersen for Marginalia Review of Books.  March 17, 2015. 
http://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/directions-in-the-study-of-religion-ilyse-morgenstein-
fuerst/  

Editor and author, Religion@UVM Blog. Author page: 
http://blog.uvm.edu/religion/author/imorgens/  

 
Encyclopedia Articles�R 
Morgenstein Fuerst, Ilyse R. �´�D�O-�6�D�C�G�L���µ���´�$�K�P�D�G���.�K�D�Q���µ���D�Q�G���´�D�O-�+�D�P�D�G�K�D�Q�L���µ��Biographical Dictionary 

of 

http://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/category/features/forum/
http://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/directions-in-the-study-of-religion-ilyse-morgenstein-fuerst/
http://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/directions-in-the-study-of-religion-ilyse-morgenstein-fuerst/
http://blog.uvm.edu/religion/author/imorgens/
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Discourses on Religion Group, Cultural History of the Study of Religion Group, and 
Religion, Colonialism, and Postcolonialism Group. American Academy of Religion. Atlanta, 
GA. November 22, 2015. 

�´�,�V���2�Q�H���D�Q���¶�,�V�O�D�P�L�F�L�V�W�·���R�U���D���¶�6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�Q�L�V�W�"���·�µ���7�K�H���5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����6�W�X�G�\���R�I���,�V�O�D�P��
Section, Hinduism Group, Jain Studies Group, Sikh Studies Group. American Academy of 
Religion. San Diego, CA. November 23, 2014. 

�´�0�X�V�O�L�P���6�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�����'�L�V�F�X�U�V�L�Y�H���7�L�H�V�����/�L�Q�J�H�U�L�Q�J���2�U�L�H�Q�W�D�O�L�V�P�����D�Q�G���,�V�O�D�P�R�S�K�R�E�L�D�V���µ���7�K�H����th  

�$�Q�Q�X�D�O���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���,�V�O�D�PR�Q�G���A��H“@

https://www.grinnell.edu/academics/majors-and-concentrations/religious-studies/gates-lectures
https://www.aarweb.org/AARMBR/About-AAR-/Award-Programs-/Awards/Marty-Award.aspx
https://assets.aspeninstitute.org/content/uploads/2020/09/PPN-Religious-Literacy-Cohort-List-9.22.pdf
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/programs/inclusive-america-project/the-powering-pluralism-network/?utm_source=iContact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zeenat-rahman&utm_content=IAP+Newsletter
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�3�D�Q�H�O�L�V�W�����´�7�H�D�F�K���,�Q���R�Q���,�V�U�D�H�O���3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�H�����:�K�D�W���'�R���<�R�X���0�H�D�Q���%�\���7�K�D�W�"�µ���2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�R�Y�R�V�W���� 
Division of Diversity, Excellence, and Inclusion, and the UVM Interfaith Center. May 4, 
2024. 

�´�0�D�N�L�Q�J���7�L�P�H����Calendars, Social Justice, and Religious Literacy���µ��

https://www.publicphilosophyweek.org/
https://www.vermonthumanities.org/event/religion-is-always-in-the-room-11-1-23/
https://sites.northwestern.edu/globalreligion/participants/
https://www.wilkes.edu/wgs
https://csr.princeton.edu/events/2021/how-keep-it-101-public-scholarship-digital-media-and-religious-studies
https://csr.princeton.edu/events/2021/keeping-it-101-killjoys-approach-studying-religion
https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/events/academics/philosophy-and-religious-studies/2021/4/16/student-recognition-day-keynote
https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/events/academics/philosophy-and-religious-studies/2021/4/16/student-recognition-day-keynote
https://www.grinnell.edu/news/gates-lecturer
https://www.religion.utoronto.ca/events/


https://www.vermonthumanities.org/event/religious-literacy-is-social-justice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLRTcborpg8&ab_channel=ExeterInstituteofArabandIslamicStudies
https://habib.edu.pk/global/islam-after-colonialism/
https://sites.dartmouth.edu/southasiastudies/2020/09/18/sept-29-conversations-on-south-asia-with-ilyse-morgenstein-fuerst/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4Ekali4hdU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rry1VQqCsdM&feature=youtu.be
https://wp.nyu.edu/crm/event/2018/3/8/being-brown-race-religion-and-violence-in-trumps-america/
https://wp.nyu.edu/crm/event/2018/3/8/being-brown-race-religion-and-violence-in-trumps-america/
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�´�5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����5�H�E�H�O�V�����D�Q�G���-�L�K�D�G�����2�U�����+�R�Z���,�V�O�D�P���,�V���5�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���µ���+�R�Q�R�U�V���&�R�O�O�H�J�H Plenary Address, UVM. 
January 17, 2018. 

Respondent, p�D�Q�H�O���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���´Islamic South Asia: Text, Interpretation, and Resistance���µ���6�W�X�G�\���R�I��
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The Peter J. Seybolt Faculty Fund in Asian Studies, UVM, 2024�R 
Fulbright US Scholar Award, UK, 2022-2023 
Luce-American Academy of Religion (AAR) Advancing Public Scholarship Grant, PI: 

�´�.�H�H�S�L�Q�J Keeping It 101: A Killjoy's Introduction to Religion Accessible,�µ 2022-2023 
Member Researcher, �´�5�H-envisioning the role of the Humaniti�H�V���&�H�Q�W�H�U���µ���0�H�O�O�R�Q���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����3�,����

Dr. Ulka Anjaria (Brandeis University), 2022-2023 
REACH Grant Program, �3�,�����´�(�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J��Public Humanities with Keeping it 101���µ��UVM, 2022-2023 
�3�X�E�O�L�F���+�X�P�D�Q�L�W�L�H�V���)�H�O�O�R�Z�����3�,�����´�.�H�H�S�L�Q�J���,�W�������������$���.�L�O�O�M�R�\�·�V���,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���3�R�G�F�D�V�W����

�$�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����(�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���µ���8�9�0, 2021-2022 
New England Humanities Consortium Research Seed Grant, PI, �´Maintaining Accessibility and 

Developing Resources for Keeping It 101: A Killjoy’s Introduction to Religion Podcast���µ��2020-2021 
The Peter J. Seybolt Faculty Fund in Asian Studies, UVM, 2018-2019�.  
Whiting Foundation Public Engagement Fellowship (UVM Nominee; National Finalist, 2017) 
Small Grants Award, College of Arts and Sciences, UVM, April 2016 
The Peter J. Seybolt Faculty Fund in Asian Studies, UVM, 2014-2015�.  
Lattie F. Coor Award, UVM, 2014-2015�.  
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend, 2014 (UVM Nominee)  
Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, 2012-2013 (declined)  
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�Q�G�R�Z�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���+�X�P�D�Q�L�W�L�H�V���6�X�P�P�H�U���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�����´�7�K�H���&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O 

�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���0�R�G�H�U�Q���,�Q�G�L�D���µ���'�H�O�K�L�����$�J�U�D���D�Q�G���9�D�U�D�Q�D�V�L�����,�Q�G�L�D�����-�X�O�\������������ 
Selva J. Raj Endowed International Dissertation Research Fellowship, The American Academy of 

Religion, 2010�.  
Critical Language Scholarship (Persian), Council of American Overseas Research Centers (CAORC), 

Dushanbe, Tajikistan, Summer 2008�.  
 
TEACHING HONORS AND RECOGNITION  
Scholar-Teacher Award, College of Arts and Sciences, UVM (2022) 
Kroepsch-Maurice Excellence in Teaching Award Winner, Assoc. Prof., UVM (2020; nominated 

2015, 2018, 2020) 
Tim Shiner Ally Award, The Mosaic Center for Students of Color, UVM (2017)  
�´�)�D�F�X�O�W�\���)�H�D�W�X�U�H�����,�O�\�V�H���0�R�U�J�H�Q�V�W�H�L�Q���)�X�H�U�V�W���µ���'�L�J�L�W�D�O���V�K�R�U�W���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���P�\���X�V�H���R�I���7�Z�L�W�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H��

classroom, published by UVM: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvoXhJVp9GA  
Peer Recognition Teaching Award, Department of Religious Studies and Center for Faculty 

Excellence, UNC-Chapel Hill (2011)�.  
 
PODCASTING AWARDS AND HONORS 
ShePodcasts. Bloom Awards. Nominated in categories: best hosts; news; social justice themed. 2024. 
Amplify Podcast Network (sponsored by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of  

Canada), Sustain stream for scholarly podcasts, 2023-2024 
Wilbur Award of Merit, Religion Communications Council, 2023 (for Keeping it 101�·�V���´�+�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���W�K�H�� 

�:�R�U�O�G���5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�V�µ�� 
 
SERVICE 
Academic Community 
Consortium of Humanities Centers and Institutes (CHCI), Mentor (2024 - ) 
Advisory Board, member, Religious Studies News, American Academy of Religion (2024 - )  
Co-chair, Study of Islam Section, American Academy of Religion (elected term: 2017 �² 2021) 
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Curriculum Committee, Department of Religion, Fall 2012 �² present�.  
Assessment Committee, Department of Religion, Fall 2015 �² present  
Honors Theses, committee member/chair (Katharine Longfellow, 2013; Michael Eaton, 2014; Akriti  

Bhargava, 2016; Isabel Handanos, 2018; Veronica Davis, 2018; Margaret Bennett, 2019; Bella  
Brooks, 2021; Kate Bentz, 2024) 

Admitted Student Days, Majors Fair, and Open House Events, ongoing�.  
 
RELEVANT LANGUAGES  
Persian, Sanskrit, Hindi, Urdu, German (reading), and French (reading) 
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