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Why Care About Johne’s Disease? 
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Johne’s disease imposes hidden costs on herd health and profitability. 

1MORE MILK IN THE TANK: 
MORE MONEY IN YOUR POCKET 

Production declines rapidly for cows 
in the advanced stage of disease, and 
life-time production is reduced for 
clinical cows. 14 While the annual 
losses can be hard to quantify due to 
the subclinical nature of the disease, 
estimates indicate that Johne’s 
disease costs U.S. dairy farmers $33 
per cow each year in lost revenue.12 

2FEWER INVOLUNTARY CULLS: 
HIGHER VALUE CULLS 

As the infection progresses, animals 
with high-positive test results are at a 
greater risk for culling. Reasons for 
premature culling include decreased 
milk production, poor pregnancy rates, 
and disease control.15 Affected cattle 
with thin body condition have reduced 
value at slaughter.7 Cows known to be 
infected should not be sold for dairy 
without disclosing their status. 

3HEALTHIER COWS 

https://go.uvm.edu/rb1ps
https://www.johnes.org

