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Resources for Flooding 

Flooding presents a range of challenges for food growers and processorsτincluding how to ensure safe 

food production. This resource collection provides a list of information and tools that food producers 

can refer to when understanding how to respond to flooding, including federal guidance, assessing risk, 

decision support, and food handling and processing recommendations. While the primary audience for 

this document is produce growers, there are also resources to support food processors and individuals. 

For growers: 

 FDA Guidance for Industry: Evaluating the Safety of Flood-affected Food Crops for Human 

Consumption 

 Food Safety for Flooded Farms Factsheet ς Produce Safety Alliance 

o Factsheet created by PSA that outlines how to assess the risk from flooding, different 

types of flooding, sources of contamination, aid in determining whether your crop is 

safe, and additional helpful resources. 

 Produce Safety and Flooded Fields Decision Tree ς Ashley Kulhanek and Doug Doohan, Ohio 

State University 

o Resource and decision tree to aid growers in dealing with produce in flooded fields.  

 Food Safety and Crop Loss Issues from Flooding ς Umass Vegetable Extension 

o Article compiling information from several sources to help growers understand how to 

report and seek assistance to mitigate crop losses, and how to decide what crops might 

be salvageable after the waters recede. 

o The article. 

 Food Safety for Southern U.S. Food Crop Producers After Flooding ς Alabama A&M & Auburn 

Universities Extension 

o Resource extensively outlining how to assess risks associated with crops that were near 

but 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/guidance-industry-evaluating-safety-flood-affected-food-crops-human-consumption?utm_campaign=CFSANCU_LauraMarco_08252020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/guidance-industry-evaluating-safety-flood-affected-food-crops-human-consumption?utm_campaign=CFSANCU_LauraMarco_08252020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://foodsafetyclearinghouse.org/resources/food-safety-flooded-farms
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/anr-27
https://foodsafetyclearinghouse.org/resources/food-safety-and-crop-loss-issues-flooding
https://ag.umass.edu/vegetable/fact-sheets/flooded-crops-food-safety-crop-loss-issues
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/crop-production/food-safety-for-southern-u-s-food-crop-producers-after-flooding/
https://foodsafetyclearinghouse.org/resources/produce-safety-concerns-due-hurricane-laura


 
 

 

 
Updated 7/11/2023 
https://www.uvm.edu/extension/necafs | Contact: necafs@uvm.edu 
NECAFS is one of four USDA funded regional centers tasked with coordinating training, education and outreach 
related to the FSMA Produce Safety Rule and the FSMA Preventive Controls for Human Foods Rule. 

 Guidance and Resources for Growers to Assess Crop Safety After a Flood ς Erin DiCaprio UC 

Davis 

o A factsheet that outlines guidance from FDA related to the safety of flood impacted 

crops and fields along with an extensive list of additional resources on managing flood 

damaged crops.  

 Farm Flooding Factsheet ς CDFA Produce Safety Program 

o Factsheet outlining steps to take to determine the safety of flood affected produce and 

how to prepare for replanting flooded fields. 

 Food safety for flooded fruit and vegetable fields ς 

https://ucsmallfarmfoodsafety.ucdavis.edu/english/agricultural-water/potential-biological-hazards/produce-safety-and-flood-resources
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.cdfa.ca.gov/FloodRecovery/docs/produce_safety_program_farm_flooding_fact_sheet.pdf
https://blog-fruit-vegetable-ipm.extension.umn.edu/2022/08/food-safety-for-flooded-fruit-and.html
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/disaster.unl.edu/documents/flood/Food%20Safety%20Floods.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.in.gov/localhealth/browncounty/files/FoodSafetyDuringFloods.pdf
https://extension.wsu.edu/flood/food-safety-during-flood-conditions/#:~:text=Crops%20(produce%20prior%20to%20harvest,cannot%20enter%20the%20food%20chain.
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/food_safety_during_and_after_a_flood
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/foodsafety.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Garden-After-a-Flood_FINAL.pdf.pdf?fwd=no

