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Requested $7500, Co-Primary Investigator (Co-PI: Antonio Duran, Co-I: *Jessica Weise) 
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Strunk, K. K., Thacker Darrow, N., & *Racelis, T. (2023, August). Exploring education for 

providing LGBTQ+-affirming mental health care. Presented at the American Psychological 

Association 2023 Convention, Washington, D.C.  

 
Thacker Darrow, N., & Tyler, J. (2023, April). Utilizing cultural resiliency to cope with traumatic 

loss. Presented at the Association for Death Education and Counseling 44th Annual 

Conference, Columbus, Ohio.  

 

Tyler, J. & Thacker Darrow, N. (2023, February). 
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Thacker, N., & Johnson, M. (2020, October). Growth at the crossroads: Engaging intersectionality 

to make meaning of spiritual and sexual identity development. Presented at the Society for 

Sexual, Affectional, Intersex, and Gender Expansive Identities (SAIGE) 2020 National 

Virtual Conference.  
 

Thacker, N., Barrio Minton, C. A., & *Riley, K. (2019, October). 
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Thacker Darrow, N. (2022, November). Training counselors to support LGBTQ+ clients 

experiencing grief and loss. Presented at the 2022 NARACES Annual Conference, 

Pittsburgh, PA.  

 
Blueford, J., Thacker, N., & Diambra, J. (2018, November). Are counselors prepared to counsel 

grieving clients? Contemporary models and strategies. Presented at the Tennessee 

Counseling Association 61st Annual Conference, Nashville, Tennessee.  

 

Thacker, N. & Blueford, J. (2018, October). Teaching a service-learning course on grief, loss, and 

trauma. Presented at the Southern Association for Counselor Education and Supervision 

2018 Conference, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 

 

Thacker, N., & Blueford, J. (2017, November). Short and long term care for grieving students: 

Implications for school counselors. Presented at the Tennessee Counseling Association 60th 
Annual Conference, Nashville, Tennessee.  

 

Thacker, N., & Blueford, J. (2017, February). Creating an open environment for grief in educational 

settings. Presented at the Smoky Mountain Counseling Association 11th Annual Conference, 

Johnson City, Tennessee.  

 

Johnson, M., Mahan, L., & Thacker, N. (2016, October). Hear me OUT: The necessity of safe 

spaces for communication and dialogue. Presented at the 2016 OUTstanding Seminar, 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee.  
 

Thacker, N. (2015, November). Breaking down heteronormativity: Counselor language with 

LGBTQ+ clients. Presented at the 2015 Tennessee Counseling Association Conference, 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  

 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

 

Catalyzing voices, actions, and research of wellbeing and healthier communities, Panelist 

 CESS faculty professional development series, University of Vermons2s
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TEACHING & SUPERVISION EXPERIENCE 

*Indicates doctoral-level course 

 

University of Vermont 

CACREP Standard  Course Title  Semesters Taught  

Counseling Theory  *CNSL 7060: Advanced Counseling Fall 2024 

& Research Theory and Research  
 

Lifespan Development  CNSL 6200: Developmental Perspectives Fall 2022, 2023 

 in Counseling  2024 

 

Field Experience CNSL 6630: Counseling Practicum  Spr 2023, 2024,  

  2025 

  

Professional Orientation  CNSL 6610: Practice of Mental Health Spr 2023, 2024 

 Counseling 

 
Professional Preparation *CNSL 7020: Professional Writing  Spr 2025 

 

Specialty Courses  CNSL 6990: Human Sexuality Su 2024 (Hybrid) 

 

Auburn University 

CACREP Standard  Course Title  Semesters Taught  

Assessment & Testing  COUN 7250: Advanced Assessment and  Fall 2021 (Online),  

 Diagnosis Su 2022 (Online) 

 COUN 7200: Measurement and Assessment  Su 2019,  
 in Counseling Su 2020 (Online),  

  Su 2021,  

  Su 2022 (Online) 

 

Counseling & COUN 7320: Counseling Theory Fall 2021 (Online)  

Helping Relationships COUN 7350: Introduction to Counseling Spr 2020, Spr 2021 

 Practice Spr 2022 (Online) 

 

Field Experience  COUN 7910: CMHC Practicum  Fall 2020 (Online) 

 
Lifespan Development  COUN 7310: Counseling Applications of  Su 2021 (Online) 

 Lifespan Development  

 

Professional Orientation COUN 7400: Orientation to

,   Profess Fal     
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Professional Orientation COUN 535: Professional Orientation & Ethics  Fall 2017 

& Ethics in Counseling, Co-Instructor   

 

Specialty Courses  COUN 504: Human Sexuality, Co-Instructor Su 2018 
 COUN 460: Practicum in Grief Support,  Spr 2018 

 Co-Instructor  

 

Guest Lectures 

Helping Grieving Families, University of Vermont November 29, 2022 

Evaluating Student Learning and Teaching Effectiveness, Auburn University October 13, 2020 

Intersectionality in Counseling, University of Nebraska, Omaha July 15, 2020 

Grief and Diagnostic Considerations, Doane University-Lincoln June 15, 2020 

Narrative Inquiry in Counseling Research, CSU, Sacramento November 6, 2019 

Grief and Loss Counseling, University of Nebraska, Omaha October 3, 2019 
Responding to Experiences of Loss and Grief, University of Tennessee  Sept. 2018, Feb. 2019 

Embracing the Discomfort: Grief and Loss, University of Wyoming  March 3, 2018  

Developing Theoretical Orientation, University of Tennessee April 12, 2017 

 

 

GRADUATE STUDENT ADVISING  

 

University of Vermont 

&XUUHQW�0DVWHU¶V�6WXGHQW�$GYLVLQJ���5 

*UDGXDWHG�0DVWHU¶V�6WXGHQW�$GYLVHHV��13 

Current Doctoral Student Advising: 1 

 

Auburn University 

Completed Doctoral Committees – Counselor Education & Supervision  

Student Role Semester/Year Graduated   
Dwayne White Committee Member* Summer 2021  

Brittany Dennis Committee Member Summer 2022 

Kevin White Committee Member* Fall 2022  

Emma Quadlander-Goff  Committee Member Summer 2023 

 

*Indicates role as methodologist  

 
7RWDO�0DVWHU¶V�6WXGHQWV�$GYLVHG�����JUDGXDWHG��12 current-at time of faculty departure 

Total Doctoral Students Advised: 2 current-at time of faculty departure 

 

SERVICE  

University of Vermont, Department/Program 

Counselor Education & Supervision PhD, Program Coordinator 2023-present 

Counselor Education & Supervision PhD Planning Committee, Coordinator 2022-2023 

 

University of Vermont, College/Institution 

CESS Faculty Affairs Committee, Member August 2023-May 2027 

Counseling Programs faculty search committee, Member Sept. 2022-April 2023 
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Linden Elementary School  Oak Ridge, TN 

Doctoral Student Intern  

● Performed individual counseling services and guidance lessons to grades K-4 

● Facilitated small-group counseling for 2nd grade children of divorce  

 

Maryville College  Maryville, TN 

Counseling Intern   

● Delivered individual counseling services for a caseload of 25-30 students  

● Provided individual academic support for a caseload of 5-10 students conditionally  

 admitted and/or on academic probation 

● Co-instructed Portfolio: a self-management and learning strategies course for conditionally  

 admitted students and students on academic probation 

● Designed and facilitated a psychoeducational group on student-DWKOHWHV¶�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�ZLWK 

 :RPHQ¶V�%DVNHWEDOO�7HDP� 

● Developed and implemented a psychoeducational substance use program for student-athletes  

 

University of Tennessee Grief Outreach Initiative  Knoxville, TN 

Counselor & Mentor    

● Provided individual grief mentorship for elementary aged students  
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

Alabama Counseling Association (ALCA) 2019-2022 
American Counseling Association (ACA)  2014-present 

American Mental Health Counseling Association (AMHCA) 2020-present 

Association for Assessment and Research in Counseling 2020-present 

Association for Death Education and Counseling (ADEC)  2017-present 
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AWARDS & HONORS 

President's Outstanding Service Award, SACES, 2022 

New Faculty Scholars Fellow, Biggio Center, Auburn University, 2019-2020 

Marianne Woodside Outstanding 


