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The interest in growing cereal rye for grain to be sold as cover crop seed, or to other value-added markets 

(distillers and bakers), has increased considerably across the Northeast region 



 

Serafino Albert Lea Seed 

Spooner 



 

RESULTS 
 

Seasonal precipitation and temperature were recorded with a Davis Instrument Vantage Pro2 weather 

station (Hayward, CA) at Borderview Research Farm in Alburgh, VT and are displayed in Table 3. The 

winter temperatures were slightly warmer than average, leading to strong winter survival. This growing 

season was wetter than past years with a total precipitation of 22.6 inches, which is over twice the 

precipitation during the 2021 growing season (total precipitation of 10.2 inches). The average temperature 

of the primary growing season (April to July) was 1.44° F below normal. From September 2021 to July 

2022, there were 5546 Growing Degree Days (GDDs), which is consistent with historical means GDD 

trends over the last 30 years.  

 

Table 3. Temperature and precipitation summary for Alburgh, VT, 2021 and 2022 growing season. 

  
2021 2022 

Sep Oct Nov Mar Apr May Jun Jul 

Average temperature (°F) 63.1 54.6 37.6 32.3 44.8 60.5 65.3 71.9 



 

 

There were significant differences among varieties for all agronomic categories tested except for starch 

content (Table 4). The tallest variety was Spooner (151 cm) which was statistically similar to Dylan (146 

cm) and Aroostook (143 cm); the shortest variety was Bono (126 cm). 



 

Because rye bread relies on different grain components to create high-quality bread and ferments more 

quickly than wheat, rye has a different range of falling numbers that are ideal for bread baking. The 

falling number results in this trial are consistent with our prior studies, but more research is needed to 

characterize potential end uses for rye with different falling numbers. See the 2020 Rye Harvest Date 

Trial Report for more details about the impact of harvest date and variety on falling number in rye. 

 
 

These data highlight the importance of varietal selection, but also only represent one year of data in ongoing 

trials. More data and other factors should be considered when making management decisions. 
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